
Key to Eastside Oregon Conifers
Start here

All leaves 
needle-like

At least some 
leaves flattened 
and scale-like

Needles clustered Needles 
not

clustered

Needles sharp
ENGELMANN 

SPRUCE

Buds pointed
DOUGLAS-

FIR

Buds not pointed

Clusters of 2-5 
needles

PINE

Clusters of 10 or 
more needles 
(deciduous)

WESTERN LARCH

See Trees to Know in Oregon for a more complete key

No pegs on 
twigs

See Key to 
Eastern Oregon

TRUE FIRS

See Key to 
Eastern Oregon

PINES

Needles green 
underneath

PACIFIC YEW

Terminal buds 
clustered

TRUE FIR

Leaf scales have 
sticky resin dot 

WESTERN 
JUNIPER

Leaf scales lack 
sticky resin dot 

(Wallowa County)
ROCKY 

MOUNTAIN 
JUNIPER

Needles vary in 
length, most less 
than 1/2”. Cones 

about 1” long. Top 
droopy.

WESTERN 
HEMLOCK

Needles about 1” 
long, blue-green. 

Cones 1” to 3” long. 
MOUNTAIN 
HEMLOCK

No leaves needle-like
INCENSE-

CEDAR

Tiny pegs on 
twigs

Needles soft

Terminal buds 
not clustered

Needles white 
underneath
HEMLOCK

Some leaves needle-like



Key to Eastside Oregon Pines
Needles in clusters 

of 5 or less

See Trees to Know in Oregon for a more complete key

LODGEPOLE 
PINE

2 needles 
per cluster

White lines on 
2 sides of 

needle. Cones 
5” to 12” long, 

slender.
WESTERN 

WHITE PINE

Needles 3” or less. 
Occurs near tree line.

Needles 1-3”, 
faint white 

lines all 
surfaces. 

Cones 1.5” to 
3” long.

WHITEBARK 
PINE

Needles 2-3”, white 
lines all surfaces. 

Cones 3” to 7” 
long. (Wallowa 

County)
LIMBER PINE

3 needles 
per cluster

5 needles 
per cluster

Needles 2” to 4” 
long, 3-sided

White bloom 
on all 3 sides 

of needle. 
Cones 10” to 

20” long.
SUGAR PINE

Branches hold 
5 to 8 years of 

needles 
(bushy), cones 
5” to 12” long 
with J-shaped 

prickles
JEFFREY 

PINE

Needles tufted 
at ends of 

branches, cones 
3” to 6” long with 
straight prickles
PONDEROSA 

PINE



Key to Eastside Oregon True Firs

All needles point to 
sides, in two 

distinct rows (flat or 
V-shaped)

GRAND FIR

Needles 1” long 
(or less)

SUBALPINE FIR
(Small tree, 

near treeline)

• All leaves needle-like
• Needles not clustered
• Needles not sharp
• Leaf edges not rolled under
• Buds not pointed
• Upright cones

No bloom on 
needles’ upper 

surface

Bloom on 
needles’ upper 

surface

Topmost needles 
point forward

PACIFIC SILVER 
FIR

Needles on underside of 
twig shaped like hockey 

sticks (base parallels 
twig). New twigs brown.

Leaves straight, flat, 
base does not 

parallel twig. New 
twigs green. 

Needles 2” to 3” long 
WHITE FIR
(Large tree, 

middle elevations)

Upper surface of 
needle has groove. 
Cones have papery 

bract.
NOBLE FIR

Upper surface of 
needle has ridge. 

Cones lack papery 
bract.

CALIFORNIA RED 
FIR

See Trees to Know in Oregon for a more complete key


