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1. Instructions for learning activities: We should consider providing learning activity 
instructions before giving materials to the learners as this can become a distraction. 
Offering both written and oral instructions may be a good strategy. 

2. Short videos or narrated slides before events: Karie shared that she used a short, 
narrated slide set to introduce the concept of IPM and related terminology. She found 
that not many viewed this resource before the event. One thought is this may be a 
newer strategy for some of the learners and take time to be accepted. It might be best 
to share this information on the registration page and text it to the learners as well. 
Colette shared a strategy of offering a half-hour introductory session prior to a course 
for those that self-identify as beginner level as this may reduce frustration during the 
training for the more advanced learners.  

3. Podcasts: Colette suspects during the growing season that farmers might place a higher 
value on audio information, such as podcasts, given that they can listen while doing 
other tasks. The range of podcast lengths is usually from 10 to 60 minutes, the current 
trend might be towards shorter lengths. The group agreed we would benefit from 
professional development for podcast creation and other forms of social media. We also 
need to understand where to post and how to promote podcasts. Spokane Speaks was 
mentioned as having free facilities and Rocks to Roots was mentioned. Also, it would be 
helpful to know what subjects other Extension faculty at other universities are working 
on to avoid duplication and possibly support new collaborations. Maybe an NPR 
journalist can participate in a training. Colette shared her podcast series and related 
website for the Grain Shed and a new series called “Farm to Flour” for the Grain Shed. 
Colette shared this is IRB-approved scholarly work that has resulted in a conference 
paper and then a paper. She also plans to launch a new podcast series on women in ag. 
https://www.uidahofoodworks.org/artisan-grains-podcast 
https://soundcloud.com/user-26582013 

4. Community building: Brooke reflected that as we return to in-person programming that 
people will want to reconnect and new members will need to be introduced and 
engaged in the community. It may be beneficial to delay deeper learning for a bit to 
allow for time for this important work. 


