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President’s Corner
the equipment put away for anoth-
er season. Pat yourselves and each 
other on the back and say “Well 
done! We did it”

That’s not the end of activities for 
the year though. We will have Plant 
Clinics going on starting at the Sat-
urday Market in June and in the 
office. The Home Depot times are 
all done now. Please sign up for 
dates you can help out on. If we all 
participate just three times we will 
be able to cover all that are sched-
uled. Let Kim know when you want 
to do it and she will put you on the 
calendar.  

The Saturday Mornings At The DIG 
will be starting June 4. We have a 
great variety of topics that will be 
presented this season. Come by to 
give your support or to help if you 
are able.  

The County Fair is looking for 
someone to judge the flowers en-
tered in the Fair this year. I was 
told there are only about 6 catego-
ries in this section and there is a 
stipend that is paid (may cover gas 
to drive out). So, if anyone would 
like to do this, let me know and I 
will forward you on to the person 
who contacted me. Best to call me 
at 541-298-5733.

It’s also not too early to be think-
ing about if we are going to have 
a presence at the County Fair this 
year. Just putting it out there to see 
what interest there may be.

Happy Gardening, 
Bill Marick

At the first of this year we were 
agonizing over whether we should 
attempt to do the NORCOR green-
house and the plant sale. The fish 
tank and aquaponics project was 
scheduled to go into the green-
house. Will the two be compati-
ble?  Will we get shut down if Covid 
goes on the rise again? Will we be 
able to have kids come out to help 
and learn from us? Do we have 
seeds and materials we need? Af-
ter considerable deliberation, we 
decided it was worth trying to at 
least do a smaller version of what 
we have done in the past. We got 
a later start and cut back on some 
varieties but still produced a large 
number of plants that also were 
very healthy. We transported them 
to the Park, got all set up and had 
a great sale. A few degrees warmer 
would have been nice though (who 
was in charge of the weather?). We 
have seen a better profit in past 
years, but considering all we did 
very well.

A very big “Thank You” to all who 
were involved. Especially Marilyn 
and Peggy who coordinated every-
thing and had it so well organized.  
We again had a core team who 
were there so consistently spend-
ing so many hours to make sure 
these plants were going to make it.  
At the Plant sale itself, Nancy had 
everything so well organized that 
even the weather cooperated fair-
ly well (no rain at least). We had a 
great turnout of master gardeners 
working through the day to make 
all go well. I can’t think of another 
Plant Sale that was completed that 
early in the day. We now even have 
the greenhouse cleaned and all 
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Members Present: Jean Zylka, Annabelle Lavier;  Bruce Lavier; Bill Marick, Hilary Jensen; Marilyn Richardson, Peggy 
Peterson , Tammie Oaks , Ronnie Smith, Nancy Lingo, Annie, 

Minutes:  Jean moved and Jens seconded motion to accept the minutes as presented with a correction of vendor fees 
of $30 instead of $300.  

Treasurer:  Spring sale-- $6566 plus $330 after sale for a total of $6886.60 which is split evenly with NORCOR.  Master 
Gardner’s share is 3839.30  Expenses for products--bleach for the clean up $64.60 and $600 for soil mix.  Three bales 
of soil left, each will sell for $42.00.  Payment of plants that were sold at Sawyers have yet to be reported.  Marilyn 
move and Hillary seconded motion to accept the report subject to audit.

OSU Report: New Coordinator should be here by the end of September. Kim is retiring after 35 years and members 
discussed parting gifts.  Ronnie  volunteered to find the official last day and purchase a gift card.  Members are asked 
to think about gifts -- garden art, bird houses etc. and bring suggestions to next Board meeting.

Greenhouse: Members will join NORCOR to place up the shade cloth and possible cleaning or other greenhouse tasks 
on Monday, May 23 at 10:00 a.m.  Bill and Marilyn will contact Barb at NORCOR.

Spring Fair Issues: Pre-sales-- We didn’t do any this year.  Should we do pre-sales in the future? Vendors--Slow to 
commit and one didn’t show.  There may be a missing check at the Extension Office Advertising-- Effective to use all 
platforms, social media (Facebook had over 3,000 hits), banners downtown, billboards

Volunteer students; limited this year and explore options in the future with NORCOR staff/teacher

Greenhouse heat:  make sure it’s operational and there’s discussion on who will be changing temperature and water-
ing time.  More of the plants may have bloomed if the greenhouse had been warmer.

Seeds: Used left from previous years seeds.  Not all of them germinated and next year will need to start with new 
seeds.

May 17, 2022 
Last Stop Saloon, 2:00pm

WCMGA Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
ANNABELLE LAVIER, SECRETARY



 

OMGA MINI-COLLEGE PRESENTS: 

THE JOY OF GARDENING CONFERENCE 2022 

AT OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY ALUMNI CENTER 

CORVALLIS, OREGON 

JULY 29 AND 30 

Attention Garden Enthusiasts, Master Gardeners, Landscapers, and Plant Nerds 

The Joy of Gardening Conference has something for everybody, featuring classes on sustainable 
landscaping and regenerative gardening, natives’ why-what-how; fruits and veggies, bees, birds, plant 
and soil maintenance, tours and field trips, and much more. The instructors are seasoned speakers, as 
well as topic experts.  Our 2 day, 4-class session format, allows time for Q&A with the instructors and 
discussion among fellow participants. Master Gardeners can earn re-certification credits for all classes. 

Exhibits, book sales, an awards dinner, and a silent auction are all part of the program.  

A Thursday night social at Goss Stadium and a Corvallis Knights baseball game is planned. We have 
reserved the Omaha Room. Have a beer and hot dog, enjoy the game, and catch up with friends. 

Our awards dinner on Friday offers a Marimba band, no host bar and Mexican dinner buffet. 

Lodging is available at the Hilton Gardens Inn, or you can book a room in the OSU dorms. Other motels 
and area campgrounds are also an option. 

Make your reservation today! Visit our website at:  https://omga.org/mini-college-2022/ 
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https://omga.org/mini-college-2022/
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“What is a weed? A plant whose virtues have never been discovered.”  
Ralph Waldo Emerson

I’d like to invite everyone out to my house in Tygh 
Valley for the July board meeting on Tuesday the 19th 
at 2pm. Come check out South Wasco County, take a 
garden tour, enjoy the White River, and see what fun 
we have at our monthly meetings!  Drinks and snacks 
will be provided. Bill, Ronnie, and Jean have offered 
to bring people out with them if anyone wants to 
carpool so please reach out to them individually 
if you’d like a ride. My house is roughly 35 minutes 
from the church where we have our classes and it’s a 
lovely drive! RSVP to me via text or email if you plan 
to attend. 

Hope to see you all in July!

The County Fair is looking for someone to judge the 
flowers entered in the Fair this year. I was told there 
are only about 6 categories in this section and there 
is a stipend that is paid (may cover gas to drive out). 
So, if anyone would like to do this, let me know and I 
will forward you on to the person who contacted me. 
Best to call me at 541-298-5733.

Tuesday, July 19th at 2pm 
83135 Tygh Valley Road, Tygh Valley

Volunteers needed to Judge Flowers  
August 18-21

July Board Meeting Wasco County Fair
HILARY JENSEN BILL MARICK



6

“if you see a plant disappear, it’s a gopher.  They are famous for pulling 
things below ground.”  

A Timely Article from OSU on Moles, Voles 
and Gophers

So, what to do to get more onions this 
year?  There are ways to repel, trap or 
use pesticides. 

Repelling them includes having a wire 
mesh on the bottom of the garden bed 
(which I have, but it is old and could be 
failing?)  She also suggests tilling in the 
rows between the crops…but that may 
or may not help.  Baits are an option, 
but could also be a problem to your 
pets.  

For a whole background on the biology 
and behaviors of gophers there is an 
OSU Publication number 627.  I am at-
taching the link here: 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.
edu/pnw627  

This year, I am again trying to grow on-
ions.  I have put them in a different bed 
and I have planted way fewer than last 
year.  Perhaps the 100 starts was just 
too much of a smorgasbord  and was 
just too tempting for those little critters!  

Wish me luck!  
Jean Zylka

Last year I planted 100 onion sets.  
Slowly, but surely, I noticed they were 
disappearing.  One day there was a 
pretty full row and the next it seemed 
there was a hole or two where I thought 
there had been onion starts the day be-
fore.  This went on for some time before 
I realized that it was NOT just my mind 
playing tricks on me, but my onions 
WERE disappearing.  They seemed to be 
pulled underground.  I ended up with 
about 10-12 onions for my efforts and 
something got the rest!

Last week an article came out from OSU 
about just my problem!  Moles, voles 
and gophers.  But, who did my dam-
age and ate my onions??  They all dig 
tunnels and all can be destructive to 
gardens. The article notes gophers like 
to eat bulbs and roots, while voles eat 
grass and can also damage shrubs and 
plant stems.  Moles, prefer non-plant 
foods.  So, since it was my onions that 
were eaten, it was clear that gophers 
were my problem.  The author quotes a 
OSU Wildlife Specialist, Dana Sanchez 
that “if you see a plant disappear, it’s 
a gopher.  They are famous for pulling 
things below ground.”  Exactly what I 
had experienced. 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/pnw627
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/pnw627
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1. In a stand mixer, cream together butter and sugar. Add lavender extract  
 and mix well. Add flour and salt and mix until well blended.

2. Place dough onto a sheet of plastic wrap and roll into a log about 1 inch  
 in diameter.

3. Refrigerate dough for 30 min.

4. Preheat oven to 350° F. Remove dough from refrigerator and slice into  
 ½ inch thick circles. Place on a cookie sheet lined with parchment or a  
 silicone baking mat.

5. Bake for 12-15 minutes. Remove from oven and let cool before removing  
 to a cooling rack.

6. To make the glaze, stir powdered sugar and lavender extract. Slowly add  
 water, one tablespoon at a time until it reaches glazing consistency.  
 Lightly drizzle over cooled cookies and let harden before storing.

7. Store cooled cookies in an airtight container at room temperature.

Soft and buttery lavender shortbread cookies with a light glaze are the perfect 
spring time treat for showers, brunch or just because. With only 6 ingredients, they 
are so easy to make and even easier to devour! 

LAVENDER SHORTBREAD COOKIES

1/2 cup unsalted butter

1/4 cup lavender sugar (or 
regular sugar)

1 cup unbleached all 
purpose flour

1/4 tsp sea salt (omit if using 
salted butter)

1/4 tsp lavender extract

For the glaze:

1/2 cup powdered sugar

1/8 tsp lavender extract

1-3 tablespoon water, added 
one tablespoon at a time
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Susan Stelzer has horse manure available that she will deliver! Her horses eat local grass hay. 
Susan can be reached at 541-993-0046 to answer questions and to make arrangements for de-
livery.

Horse manure is a great natural fertilizer to boost your garden

Need Horse Manure?

June  
2022

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 
MATD - 

Irrigation 
/ Farmer’s 

Market
5 6

County Fair 
Judging 

Deadline

7 
The DIG Work 
Party 6-8pm

8 9 10 11 
MATD - Kids 
Mason Jars 
/ Farmer’s 

Market
12 13 14 

Level up Series-
Irrigation 

Choices Design 

15 16 17 18 
MATD - The 
Worm Lady 
/ Farmer’s 

Market
19 20 21 

The DIG Work 
Party 6-8pm

Board Meeting 
@ 2pm

22 23 24 25 
MATD - Cherry 

Tasting/ 
Farmer’s 
Market

26 27 28 29 30
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Mornings at THE DIG 
• June 4 “Irrigation Techniques for   
 the Home Garden” - Garry Peterson

• June 11 “Mason Jar Succulents for   
 Kids” - Kelsey Alsheimer & Nancy   
 Lingo

• June 18 “The Worm Lady” -Lisa   
 Chambers

• June 25 “Fresh Sweet Cherries  
 Tasting” - Pam Manning

• July 2 no program

• July 9 “Oregon Bee Project” - Scott   
 Sublette

• July 16 “Exploring the Herb Garden”  
 - Ronnie Smith

• July 23 “Bugs – The Good, Bad, and   
 Ugly” - Bill Marick

• July 30 “Seed Saving” - Carolyn   
 Wright

• August 6 “Natural Dyes Made from   
 Garden Flowers” - Kathy O’Hern

• August 13 “Rhubarb” - Marilyn  
 Richardson

• August 20 “Painting in the Garden   
 with Kids” - Nancy Lingo

• August 27 “Tomato Tasting” - Garry   
 & Peggy Peterson 
 
Thank you to Pam Manning for scheduling 
the summer series! 

GROWING OREGON 
GARDENERS

2022 LEVEL UP SERIES 
Take your gardening knowledge to the next level 
with timely topics led by OSU horticulture experts 
from across the state. You must preregister to join 
the presentations live on-line at 12 noon (Zoom) or 
the recordings can be watched later. The 2021 Level 
Up series is available at the same site.

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-
oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022

February 8 
The Science and Practice of Seed Starting: Secrets 
to success when growing by seed

March 8 
Local Beauties: Native Plants for Ecologically 
Enhanced Gardens and Landscapes

April 12 
Plant Grow Harvest Repeat: Succession Planting

May 10 
Growing Great Roses!

June 14 
Irrigation Choices and Design for the Home Garden 
and Landscape

July 12 
Best Ecological Ways to Control Pests in Green 
Spaces

August 9 
Should You Leave Your Leaves? How autumn yard 
maintenance affects overwintering insects

September 13 
Compost Can-do: develop a system that meets 
your needs

October 11 
Soil Fertility and Nutrient Cycling in Garden Beds 
& Home Landscapes

November 8 
Growing the Good Stuff: from Sweet Potatoes to 
Bitter Melons

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#seeds
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#seeds
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#Native
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#Native
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#Succession
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#Roses
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#irrigation
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#irrigation
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#Pests
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#Pests
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#leaves
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#leaves
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#compost
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#compost
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#soil
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#soil
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#GoodStuff
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-series-2022#GoodStuff
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Find Us Online 
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For those of you not on Facebook, you can still view 
our page and read articles at: 

https://www.facebook.com/WascoMG/ 

If you are on Instagram follow us at:  
 

http://www.instagram.com/wascocounty-
mastergardeners/
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