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Fall Cleanup at The DIG ! 

On November 6th a dozen or so of us met at The DIG for the fall cleanup 

of the beds.  Since there still hasn’t been a killing frost several flowers 
were left to be enjoyed a little while longer but the vegetables were 
taken care of.  Well over 300 pounds of produce were donated to the 

Oregon Food Bank despite a significant amount of pilfering that 
occurred.  Many thanks to Cindy Russell for taking charge of The DIG! 

 
Annabelle, Bruce & Nancy cutting down squash; Nancy hauling it away

 
Peggy & Linda visiting; Ronnie & Jerry having a discussion 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

For this coming year I am hopeful that: 
 

     we will be able to have the full in-person 
training this spring that Andrea has set up. 

 
     we will again be able to use the 
greenhouse at NORCOR and have our Spring 

Plant sale. 
 

     we will be able to recruit more 
members and get some of us to be more 
active again. 

 
      The DIG will continue and provide more 

educational opportunities. 
 
     we will be able to get back to in person 

plant clinics and provide education at the 
Saturday Market. 

 
     we will be able to hire a replacement for 
Andrea who can step into the position and 

guide us for a long period of time. 
 

  I know this is a big wish list but with all 
your support we will be able to accomplish it 
and much more. 

 

Bill Marick 
Incoming President 

Bill talking about insects at his Morning at 
The DIG presentation.         

 

FACEBOOK UPDATE  

 
We have officially doubled (and then some) 

the amount of people who like our Facebook 
page since January 1. We are currently 
sitting at 644 likes! I’d love to get us to 

1,000 by the end of the year and you can 
help by sharing our page and posts!  

 
Facebook really, really hates business pages 
and it’s a constant battle to stay current in 

people’s newsfeeds. Commenting or liking a 
post absolutely helps, but sharing posts to 

your own Facebook page gives us the 
biggest boost.  
 

A huge thank you to Jean and Nancy who 
consistently like, comment, and/or share 

our posts! We’ve gone from thousands 
seeing our posts over the summer to under 
300 people seeing them now which is a bit 

upsetting, honestly.  
 

I consistently post on Tuesdays and Fridays 
so if there are any days to make sure you’re 

checking in, those are the ones. Thanks for 
your support!  
 

Hilary Jensen 

 
 

Anni at work cleaning up her bed 
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Wasco County Master Gardeners 
Association Board Meeting 

10/19/2021 

Members Present: Jean Zylka, Marilyn 
Richardson, Annabelle Lavier, Bruce Lavier; 
Ronnie Smith, Bill Marick 

Minutes: Marilyn moved and Jean seconded 
motion to accept the minutes as presented. 

Treasury: $10,397.85 as of 10/19/2021. One 
new transaction, gift for Andrea.  

The International Master Gardener’s 

Conference has had interesting sessions and 
Andrea recommends watching it.  The sessions 

will be available for post conference viewing 
beginning 9/20 

Report Hours:  Members need to report their 

participation hours as soon as possible. They 
are an important element in determining 
dollars/resources to the counties. 

Trainings for next year:   

Classes/trainings are confirmed for the on-site 
classes to begin next February 2022 and run 
through 3/2022.  It may be advantageous to 

offer some of the trainings also at Dufur.   

End of Year Potluck at Jean Zylka’s was huge 
success; special thanks to Jean.  

2022 Master Gardener’s membership--Bill 

(chair) with Marilyn, Tammy and Hilary will 
meet to set up a recommended schedule for 

new membership recruitment and activities. 

NORCOR:   

Bill will talk to Jeff soon about use of the 
greenhouse for possible spring sale with 
specific discussion on an aquaponic system 

being considered by NORCOR.  Board 
members expressed concern over a shared 

facility (one an aqua-grow and the other being 
a traditional greenhouse).  Members 

suggested that NORCOR may want to use the 
little greenhouse at the DIG for the aqua 
grow.   

If there is a plant sale next year in 
coordination with NORCOR, Ronnie 

recommended that we split the proceeds 
50/50. 

The DIG:  November 6 is scheduled for 

closing The DIG. 

Discussion followed on how to increase the 
membership 

Should we have monthly meetings--short 

business followed by presenter? 

Marilyn volunteered to host the November 
Board meeting on 3rd Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm. 

Annabelle Lavier, secretary 

 
 
 

 
One of the Wednesday Garden Chats and 

harvest mornings at The DIG 
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Butternut Squash for Fall Fun 

This time of year, as the temperature starts to 

fall, I start looking for warm comfort food 

meals like stews and soups.  This year I grew 

butternut squash and while I did not get as 

many as I would like, I do have a few to try 

some new recipes this fall.  

Butternut squash is an orange-fleshed winter 

squash, enjoyed for its versatility and sweet, 

nutty flavor.  It is commonly thought of as a 

vegetable, however, butternut squash is 

technically a fruit. 

It has many culinary uses and makes a great 

addition to many sweet and savory 

recipes.  Butternut squash is not only tasty but 

also contains many vitamins, minerals, fiber, 

and antioxidants.  It is low in calories as 

well….always a good thing for me! 

This squash, as most others, can be prepared 

in many ways, with the most common being 

baked or roasted.  Since I was looking for a 

way to use in a stew, I happened upon this 

recipe from BonAppetit. 

https://www.bonappetit.com/recipe/butternut-

squash-and-green-bean-stew  

It is a squash and green bean stew with 

several other vegetables including 

tomatoes.  While they call for canned 

tomatoes, I plan to use my own.  It looks 

yummy and I hope to make it soon.  There are 

a few unusual ingredients that I may ignore—-

I’ve never even heard of asafetida- and since 

such a small amount and “optional” I am 

opting out of that one! 

Enjoy—-Bon Appetit! 

Jean Zylka 

 

Roasted Tomato Bisque 

2 lbs fresh tomatoes 

2 Tbsp olive oil 

1 sweet onion, diced 

3 cloves garlic, minced 

1 tsp sugar 

1 Tbsp cider vinegar 

2 Tbsp tomato paste 

4 cups chicken broth or stock 

Several leaves fresh basil or 1 Tbsp dried 

1 cup heavy cream (I use milk) 

Salt & pepper; cayenne pepper 

Roast tomatoes after removing seeds at 400 

degrees for 20-30 minutes.   

Heat olive oil in heavy soup pot or 
saucepan.  Add onion and cook until 

translucent.  Add garlic and cook 30 
seconds. Stir in sugar, tomato pastes, 

vinegar, and cook a minute or so.  Add 
chicken broth and roasted tomatoes with 
juices, basil and cook 10 minutes.   

Process with an emersion blender. Add salt 

& pepper to taste.  Stir in cream and heat 
through.  Top with fresh basil. 

This recipe was shared by a hiking friend, 

Bev Linde; I don’t know her source.  I still 
have green tomatoes ripening up that I am 

using, I’m not sure if frozen ones will work 
but I will probably try them.  I don’t bother 
to seed the tomatoes. 

Carolyn Wright 

https://www.bonappetit.com/recipe/butternut-squash-and-green-bean-stew
https://www.bonappetit.com/recipe/butternut-squash-and-green-bean-stew
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Find Us Online 

http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/wcmga 
 

For those of you not on Facebook, you can still view our page and read articles posted there.  Here is the 

link: https://www.facebook.com/WascoMG/       
 

If you are on Instagram follow us at: https://www.instagram.com/wascocountymastergardeners/.  
 

If you need to report your hours here is the link to the VRS: https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/ 
 

Calendar   
 

Nov 9 3 pm  Healthy Soils for Healthy People* 
 

Nov 16  2pm  Board Meeting 

 

November 25   Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Dec 5    World Soils Day 

 

Dec 21  2pm  Board Meeting 
 

January 2    Deadline for January newsletter 
 

 
*For the monthly class information and to see recordings of past 
sessions go to: https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growing-

oregon-gardeners-level-series   

THANK YOU!!! 
 

The Dirt Sheet only exists when people contribute to it – I always hope more folks will 

send in submissions and am very grateful for all who do. We did have a lot of information 
this year regarding the on-line classes  This past year the following people submitted 

articles, recipes, and pictures for all to enjoy and think about: Hilary Jensen, Anni 
Kappus-Lively, Annabelle Lavier, Bruce Lavier, Bill Marick, Kathy O’Hern, Garry & Peggy 
Peterson, Cindy Russell, Marcia Strader, Carolyn Wright, Jean Zylka, and Andrea Stith.  If 

I missed anyone my apologies for the oversight. 
 

Thanks are also in order for our Executive Board members who do far more than most of 
us are aware of keeping the program running.  Last year’s board included: Bruce Lavier, 
Bill Marick, Annabelle Lavier, Jens Fredericksen, Jean Zylka, Marilyn Richardson, Ronnie 

Smith, Candace Newman, & Steve Gillette. 
 

Thank you to our presenters for Mornings at The DIG: Pam Manning, Marv Elsberry, 
Marilyn Richardson, Bill Marick, Ronnie Smith, Cindy Russell, Candace Newman, and 
Garry & Peggy Peterson. Thank you also to all who helped with setup and takedown and 

other assorted tasks. This year’s talks were well attended and a welcome chance to have 
in-person classes and to visit with one another. 

 
Finally, a HUGE thank you to Andrea Stith who did so much to keep us all on track and 
moving forward, plus she set up an impressive class schedule for next year.  Thank you 

also to Kim McCullough, MaryEllen Lowe, and Susan Coleman who are just amazing. 

mailto:carolyneewright@gmail.com
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