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It’s time for MAY Flowers!!!
We unfortunately got very little rain in April to bring on the May flowers,
but they seem to be trying their best to give us a nice show anyways.
It may not last too long, though, so be sure to get out there to see our
beautiful native wildflowers while they are putting on a lovely display.

Bearded Iris

Coleus – Coleus blumei

Petunia x hybrida

Camassia cusickii –
Cusick’s camas

Cypripedium montanum –
mountain lady’s slipper

Yellow fritillary or yellow bells
Fritillaria pudica Photo: Kay Peiris

Shooting stars, Dodecatheon sp.
Photo: Kay Peiris
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER – Bruce Lavier
It’s time to set up this year’s watering.
Location, location, location. Where are you
going to put your garden and what are you
going to plant?
Know the watering requirements for the plants
and the type of soil they will be growing in.
Remember not all plants and not all soils need
the same amount of water. Are you also going
to water your lawn? What about the fruit trees?
You may be required by your municipal
government to have a back flow check valve
installed and checked yearly. The valves
prevent irrigation water from flowing back into
the municipal water system. Ask the person
who checks your back flow check valve to
measure your water pressure. Mine in The
Dalles is 80 psi – which is a lot. With that much
pressure you can count on leaks. More than
likely, you need to install a water pressure
regulator.
Before you head to the local hardware store
and/or big box store for parts, you need to know
what you’re planting and where you’re planting
it. Different plants, trees, shrubs, lawns, etc.
have different watering needs.
Garry
Now you need to decide how
you’ll water them.
For example, will you use soaker hoses (loved by
roaming night animals in the city – ie. skunks
and raccoons), or drip or even spray systems.

Now the scientific experiment begins, you’ve
connected all the hoses, sprinklers, drips, etc.
and have assembled all the pieces. Now test
your water system. Are you watering your
house, boat, or street, and even the neighbor’s
car? In the city your water is metered. It
makes sense and cents not to waste water.
We live in a windy area. You may want to water
when it’s calm – probably in the early morning
before sunrise. Now you can add timers to your
system.

Remember, there are volumes of
resources, including those on the Master
Gardener Extension site and even your
local Master Gardeners.
Are you having fun yet? Hang in there,
you’ll really appreciate your watering
system in August.

DIG DOINGS – Cindy Russell
Spring has sprung and there’s a lot of fresh
greenery shooting up at The DIG. Every
time I stop in, I see new additions to the
various garden beds.
Garry Peterson has set the water to go on
at 9:00 a.m. for 1 hour on Monday and
Thursday. Watering times are written on
the whiteboard in the supply shed. Please
check your bed(s) to make sure water is
getting delivered to those tender young
plants. Drip line and connections are
available in the supply shed and there are
some hoses in the greenhouse as well. I’ll
have some new soaker hose available late
next week. Soaker hose is not very
reliable after one or two seasons so make
sure to test old ones before you install
them.
I’d like to cover the wagon in the Pioneer
area this year and I’m looking for a large
light colored canvas or possibly a king size
sheet to put over the ribs. I’m hoping to
secure it somehow to withstand the wind.
If you have material or ideas you’ll donate
for the cause, give me a call.
Many of you spend time at The DIG as it
works for your schedule, but the next
“formal” work party is scheduled for
Tuesday, May 11th at 6:00 p.m. If your
garden beds are not established by then,
your fellow Master Gardener can help you
get it accomplished. Please ask!
Continued on page 3
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WCMGA Executive Committee
Meeting, 4/20/2021
Members present: Bill Marick, Annabelle
Lavier, Bruce Lavier, Jens Frederickson,
Jean Zylka, Ronnie Smith
Extension Representative: Andrea Stith
Minutes: Ronnie moved to accept the minutes
as sent.
Treasurer: $10,600.77 as of 2/15/2021.
There’s been no change. Ronnie made and
Bill seconded the motion to accept Treasurer’s
report as presented, subject to audit. Motion
passed.
Coordinator’s report: (Andrea)
COVID levels may go up and will impact the
participation options. The Extension Service
should receive news by the end of the week.
If it does go up one level, it should be
considered good with the ability to meet up
to 15 persons.
On line trainings are continuing with over 1000
people viewing the WEB course on Dahlias
(state wide). Preregistration is required. The
Think It courses are designed for Master
Gardeners who need to have completed 10
classes. Andrea is available to assist any
Master Gardener needing assistance.
Garry

NORCOR: Discuss in June/July future of
cooperative use of the greenhouse. It
appears, at this point, that working with
the students will probably not be possible.
New Business:
Andrea will follow up on Mini College which
will be held virtually this year and the
auction.
Meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m.
Annabelle Lavier, Secretary

Wasco County Master Gardener
FACEBOOK PAGE UPDATE
Happy May, everyone! Facebook
viewership of our page is down across the
board. We went from getting 200 to 600
views on average per post and now we’re
lucky to get above 100. I’m sure Facebook
has changed their algorithms again so I’m
working on figuring out why and what can
be done to get us back the large views that
we were getting as of a couple of weeks
ago. Your support with liking, sharing, and
commenting on posts is always
appreciated!

Hilary Jensen

Beginning Gardening Classes will begin in May.
The classes are designed for new gardeners.
Discussions for next year’s trainings are in
discussion with the possibility of a hybrid
model. At this point, vaccination doesn’t
impact the training social requirements.
Discussion on how to involve volunteers in
activities, how approval process varies, and at
times a seemingly unequal approval process.
OMGA – No Action
The DIG – Work parties scheduled biweekly.
Future gathering at The DIG dates are
scheduled for Tuesday evenings, 6-8 pm on
5/25, and 6/8.

DIG Doings, continued from pg 2
Garden bed signs can go out anytime.
They may need to be wiped clean and there
are extra bolts and wingnuts in a can on
the shelf. Be careful taking signs down
from the wall, it hurts when one falls on
your head! If you haven’t gotten your
garden sign information to MaryEllen for
printing and lamination, please do it now.
Send her an email with your sign specifics.
She’ll format and size it.
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PINE BARK BEETLES START FLYING
WITH WARM WEATHER
Glenn Aherns
Pine trees continue to redden and die due to
bark beetles in scattered locations throughout
the Columbia River Gorge. Landowners and
others in charge of tree care are advised to
take special precautions during the spring
and summer to avoid attracting bark beetles
to their pine trees. The first flight of adult
bark beetles emerging from infested trees
and tree debris usually begins with warm
weather in April. Forest entomologists in
Oregon and Washington have the following
recommendations for people planning work
on pine trees:
Tree debris produced during the springsummer is highly attractive to breeding bark
beetles. When possible, schedule tree work
such as thinning, pruning, and tree removal
for fall and winter (October-December), Tree
debris and slash may be left on the ground
during this time (best if it is scattered).
When tree work must be done during spring
and summer (hazard trees or other urgent
needs), tree debris 3 to 8 inches in diameter
should be disposed of with 2 months via
chipping, burning, or hauling away.

Any screen trees removed within the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic
Area must be replaced with new trees.
Contact the CRG Commission for more
information.
http://www.gorgecommission.org/defau
lt.cfm
To learn more, see:
Slash Management for Bark Beetle
Prevention
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Document
s/forestbenefits/Slashmanagement.pdf
Ips Beetles
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Document
s/forestbenefits/Ips_2017.pdf
Pest Watch: California Fivespined Ips –
a pine engraver new to Washington
State
https://pubs.extension.wsu.edu/pestwatch-california-fivespined-ips-homegarden-series
For more information, please contact
Glenn Aherns, OSU Extension Forester
at glenn.aherns@oregonstate.edu 503655-8631, or the Oregon Department of
Forestry in The Dalles at 541-296-4626.

Garry

If a pine tree is completely dead and brown in
color (dead for 1 year or more), bark beetles
are no longer present. In this case, if trees
are not considered hazardous, an acceptable
alternative is to leave dead trees standing for
wildlife use.
For currently un-infested, high value trees,
insecticide sprays on tree stems (>4 inch
diameter) can be effective for protection from
pine bark beetles. However, these protective
sprays are expensive and can be harmful to
non-target, beneficial insects. Insecticide
applications for bark beetles should only be
done by experienced and licensed pesticide
applicators.
Pine in Hood River infested by Ips
Bark beetles, dying from the top down.
Photo: Glenn Ahrens
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THE HOFFMAN WONDER GARDEN
Kathy O’Hern
After an entire year of staying home because of
the pandemic, my family recently chanced a
short trip to the coast for spring break. While
strolling down one of the main streets in the
coastal town of Manzanita, we stumbled upon a
surprise – a lovely garden named “The Hoffman
Wonder Garden”. I can’t pass up a public
garden, so came to a screeching halt.

garden has unique sculptures, including a
lovely memorial to Kathleen Ryan, a
founding member of Manzanita’s Hoffman
Art Center. The Hoffman Wonder Garden’s
program lead is the lively gardener Ketzel
Levine, author of the fun gardening book
Plant This! – one of my favorite gardening
books.

The first thing I noticed about the garden were
the very attractive, informative plant labels that
include both the botanical and common names
of each plant. There were many plants I was
not familiar with – another surprise. I took
some photos, then moved on.

After returning home, though,
GarryI kept thinking
about The Hoffman Wonder Garden – curious
about its development. Turns out The Hoffman
Wonder Garden, which is part of the Hoffman
Art Center, has an interesting story. The
garden was built in 2014 on the grounds of the
former Hoffman family home. The Hoffmans,
who were local artists, left their home to the
community of Manzanita to develop an art
center.
The Hoffman Art Center considers gardening
“Horticultural Art” – an art form in which color,
shape, space, rhythm, and architecture must be
considered. Plants from all over the world are
planted in the garden, some survive and others
don’t survive the coastal climate.

I appreciate being a gardener; it gives me
the opportunity to be on the lookout for
gardens anywhere I travel in the world. The
Hoffman Wonder Garden is a gem – be sure
to look for it the next time you visit
Manzanita.

Artists use the garden as a place to paint, and
often as the subject of their paintings. The

See another picture of the garden on page 6
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OVER and UNDER VEGETABLES
Jean Zylka
This year at The DIG I am doing an Over and
Under bed. I am featuring kohlrabi and beets.
Kohlrabi grows its bulb above ground and beets
grow theirs under the ground. Here is a bit of
kohlrabi and beet trivia.
Kohlrabi, also called German turnip, is a biennial
vegetable, a low stout cultivar of wild cabbage

They are all delicious and nutritious.
Health benefits include favorable effects on
blood pressure, brain, energy, and liver
among others. Beet greens (leaves) are
also edible and often sautéed. Beet bulbs
can be prepared in a variety of ways and
can also be preserved by canning. My
favorite way is to just roast them, skins on.
The skin comes off easily after roasting. I
just toss them with some olive oil, maybe
some salt and pepper and roast at about
400 degrees until they are soft. Let cool
until they can be handled, skin them and
enjoy. I often make more than I need and
save them in the fridge. I like them cold as
well, either alone or added to a salad.
Beets are very flexible and there are many
recipes for their use.

It looks like a space ship! As a cool season
vegetable it is planted early and is one of the
first in my garden to be eaten. I also do a
second crop in the fall. The leaves can also be
eaten raw, sautéed, or steamed. The bulb is
eaten raw or cooked. Methods include use in
soups, fritters, roasted and steamed. I like them
done on the grill with a little olive oil, salt and
pepper. Peel off the tough outer layer, cut into
about ½ inch wedges. Put them in a foil pouch
Garry
on the grill for about 10 minutes.
Beets, or beetroot, is the taproot portion of a
beet plant, usually known in the U.S. as beets
while the vegetable is referred to as beetroot in
Britain. Beets can be grown in many colors
including red and gold.

Photo from the Hoffman Wonder Garden website

balsamroots color the hills around town
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Newsletter of the Wasco County
Master GardenerTM Association

May 11

3 pm

Water-wise Gardening class

Carolyn Wright, editor
carolyneewright@gmail.com

May 11

6-8 pm

Work party at The DIG

Officers

May 18

2 pm

Board meeting

President – Bruce Lavier

May 19

2:30pm

Garden chat

May 25

6-8 pm

Work Party at The DIG

President Elect – Bill Marick
Past President – Marilyn Richardson
Secretary – Annabelle Lavier
Treasurer – Jens Fredericksen
Treasurer in training – Jean Zylka
Historian – Candace Newman
OMGA Rep – Ronnie Smith
Alternate OMGA Rep – Steve Gillette

May 29
June 8

Deadline for June newsletter
6-8 pm

Work Party at The DIG

July 16-17

Virtual Mini College

Sept. 12-17

International Master Gardener
Conference

OSU Extension Staff
Andrea Stith, Program Coordinator
Find Us Online
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/wcmga/dirt-sheet/

You can report your volunteer hours online at the following:
https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu/

The Facebook page is open to all:
https://www.facebook.com/WascoMG/
If you are on Instagram here is the link:
https://www.instagram.com/wascocountymastergardeners/

Garden Infused Simple Syrup - Cyndi Russell
Almost any botanical ingredient from lemon peel to rhubarb to
rosemary, can be infused into simple syrup. This is a fun way to
showcase seasonal produce and add a tasty twist to summer drinks.
½ cup herbs, flowers, fruit, or spices
1 cup water
1 cup sugar
Combine all ingredients in a saucepan. Bring to a simmer and stir well
until sugar is dissolved. Let the mixture cool, then pour through a fine
mesh strainer. Add one ounce of vodka (optional) as a preservative.
Keep refrigerated or freeze.
From The Drunken Botanist

