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COOS COUNTY MASTER GARDENER™ ASSOCIATION (CCMGA) 
General Meeting Minutes 

September 10, 2019 
OSU Extension Services 

Myrtle Point, OR 
 

I. CALLED TO ORDER by President Bob German at 9:34am.    
 

 Veterans attending = 20 
  

Bob Golden 
Cathe Barter  
Nancy Orr 
Cheryl Drumheller 
Joni Kamfonik 
Judy Jackson 
Laurie Anderson 

Kathy Creason 
Steve Richardson 
Barbara Fisher 
Dottie Tucker 
Terry Harris 
Billie Reeves 
Everett Johnson 

Imogene McDonald 
Elaine Goodner 
Mary Dixon 
Laurie Wartnik 
Mary Robertson 
Caren Brewster    

 Trainees attending = 3 
 Tina Powers 
 Claudia Turner 
 Mary Ann Babb 
 

II. ADDITIONS:  None. 
III. INTRODUCTIONS:   None.   
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS:    

• John Uno was seriously injured in a fall.  Members request the chapter send best wishes for a full and 
speedy recovery.  

• See liveculturecoast.org for announcement of its first annual event.  Ninety-plus hands-on activities 
including nature walks, cooking classes and more.  Curry County chapter is participating – recommend we 
consider doing so as well.  (Laurie Anderson)  

 

V.   APPROVAL OF AUGUST 2019 MEETING MINUTES 
 Motion to approve by:   Bob Golden   
 Seconded by:   Joni Kamfonik  
 Motion CARRIED 
 

VI.   TREASURER’S REPORT (Laurie Anderson) 
 

Beginning balance   $22,184.00 

Interest .92 

Expenses (509.00) 

Ending balance 8/31/2019 $21,675.92 
 
 

 Treasurer's report is posted on the back wall of the meeting room today and also posted on the blog. 
 The 2020 budget proposal is ready for review at the back of the room.  Please pick up a copy.  This budget will  
 be voted on at next month's meeting.  
 DISCUSSION: 

• review of veteran dues 

• change in amount allocated to school garden grants 
o amount spent in 2019 was less than budgeted 
o school projects now mature, therefore, less expense forecasted 

• consider funding horticulture-related projects as well as school gardens, e.g., preschools  
o ACTION:  for discussion agenda next month  
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VII. COMMITTEE AND REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 
 

• Lady Bug Landing | corner of 8th and Anderson Ave., Coos Bay (Renee Blom) 
Lady Bug Landing is still going strong.  What a fantastic garden season it has been.  Tomatoes are producing 
and, as in years past, we are starting to work on people to keep their produce harvested.  The demo beds are 
slowly becoming empty as crops finish but there is still plenty of food to harvest because fall crops have been 
planted.  As of Wednesday, we had harvested and donated 743 pounds to the Food Bank and MIssion.  So far 
we have not seen tomato blight, are seeing a little bit of grey aphids that a good spray of the hose are 
helping but no too many problems.  It has been a great group of gardeners this year.  Thanks to everyone 
who has come to the garden to help – it takes a village.  Our gardener Cindy has a wonderful worm bin set up 
and handouts are available.  Come check it out!  Cindy is there most days.   
Reminder that the South Coast Community Garden Association has monthly board meetings on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 5:30pm at the Coos Bay Library Cedar Room.  The meetings usually last 30-45 
minutes.  We are always looking for new people to join the board.  Our annual board meeting for new 
members is in January.  If you are interested, please let Mary Dixon or Renee Blom know.  Happy gardening! 

 

• Harvest Moon Garden | 180 N. Baxter Street, Coquille (Mary Dixon) 
 Coquille Harvest Moon Garden looks abundant.  Gardeners are harvesting produce, especially tomatoes.  It's 
that time of year.  Our garden projects are still ongoing and with this rain the weeds will be hyperactive.  If 
there are MGs who still need or want hours, we would appreciate the help.  You can contact Sandra Stafford, 
Garden Coordinator, via email at coquillegarden@gmail.com for work party opportunities.   
I am retiring from the garden at the end of this gardening year.  I feel it's time for new energy and leadership 
and need to pass on the baton.  If you are interested in becoming involved please talk to me or to Sandra.  
You will receive MG volunteer hours for all garden work and also for board meetings which are the first 
Tuesday of each month.  It's been a very rewarding 12 years and now it is time to move on.  Here's to new 
gardening beginnings.    
 

• Good Earth Community Garden | at the end of 8th Ct., Bandon (Judy Jackson) 
We are in full-on harvest season and not only are out own tables brimming with vegetables and fruit but, to 
date, we have contributed 117 pounds of produce to Bandon's E.A.T program.  
In August, Master Gardener Leslie Wirt led a second class for kids entitled "Eating the Harvest."  I've also 
witnessed children watering common beds, eating fresh from their vines and learning all about what to and 
what not to put in the compost pile.  Young and old learn and thrive in the Garden. 
The board is thinking ahead to next year and encourages Master Gardeners to join the Good Earth Board.  
We're expecting some leadership turnover so hope (and need) to bring in fresh faces.  
Have you ever wished you could: 

o help novices learn why calendula is not edible even thought it looks like spinach? 
o snub your nose at the wind and harvest a cornucopia in spite of it? 
o learn how to defrost your fingers after spring seed sowing? 
o build muscle mass while making friends with a pitch fork? 
o support healthy eating, encourage the love of gardening and bring your neighbors together around a 

common purpose? 
Of course you have.   
And by the way, time volunteers at Good Earth can be applied to your MG hour requirements.   
Please contact me to join up.   

 

• Plant Clinic (Kathy Creason) 
o THANK YOU to everyone who has helped and volunteered. 
o The clinic continues through October.  Openings are available – please sign up.   
o There have been 46 inquiries during June and July.   
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• Plant Sale Committee (committee members) 
o Please refer to Lynn's email earlier this month – the committee is losing vital members after many 

years of service.   In addition, it becomes harder every year to fill the slots during the sale days. 
o Three MGs are urgently needed now to join the committee.  Please contact Lynn Menashian at 

lynnmenashian2@gmail.com if you can help ensure the only fundraiser for the chapter continues to 
be successful.   

 

• School Grants (Steve Richardson) 
Steve will be stepping down as chair but will remain involved.  

o Laurie Anderson reported that Winter Lakes School will return unspent funds awarded a prior year.  
▪ The chapter may want to consider broadening the scope of grant criteria now that many 

schools have mature projects which will require little or no future funding.  
▪ Garden grant as well as scholarship application forms are posted on the Policies page of the 

blog along with the Farmers Market procedures document.  

• Coos Bay Farmers Market (Elaine Goodner) 
o Need volunteers for the final two weeks of September – please help! 
o Do not put away any of the chairs, cart and crate, table, tablecloth, plastic MG hanging sign, and 

umbrella when they are soaking wet. The Chamber office prefers their carpets to not become wet 
damaged and we don’t want to ruin our reputation with them.  

o Please wipe down as much of the water off these items as possible. Shake the umbrella outside 
before wiping down. A rain kit will be on hand with cloth towels and paper towels. If anyone is 
willing to clean, dry, and wash the cloth towels, that is wonderful….if not, call Elaine.  The tablecloth 
needs to be placed over the dried carts and chairs where it can also dry out until the next week.  

o August contacts were a total of 151.  We had a high of 29 contacts on the pm shift of 8/14, with an 
average of 37 contacts per shift each week, except for the dismal rainy week of 8/21 with 17 
contacts. 

o A thank you to the following veterans for working the market this summer: Laurie Wartnik (6), 
Mike Mueller (6), Elaine Goodner (6), Bob Golden (5), Nancy Orr (4), Judith Uno (4), Judy Jackson (3), 
Mary Jo Audette (3), Dana Holliday (2), Caren Brewster (2) Mark Johnson, Barbara Fisher, Laurie 
Anderson and Karen Olsen. 

o Thank you to the trainees: Dan Morin (11), Suzanne Church (10), Tina Powers (9), Darla Parthemore 
(9), Jamie Vitalich (6), Claudia Turner (3), Jan Farnsworth Thompson (3), Donna Leveridge-Campbell, 
and Martha Lane.  

 

• Bandon Farmers Market (Bob German)  
o Please see the online calendar for available openings.  

 

• Oregon Master Gardener Association (OMGA) meeting | Representative Report (Terry Harris)  
o See Terry's quarterly report attached as a separate document. 
o Terry provided information about the OMGA silent auction including the timeline and procedures. 

▪ The auction will take place at the November 1st Leadership Forum.  Dottie Tucker will attend 
and bid on any member's behalf.  OMGA will provide a booklet of auction items to chapters 
at the beginning of October.  

▪ A cash donation may be sent to OMGA in lieu of bidding for an item during the auction.  
 

VIII.   COMMENTS from OSU Extension Service, Coos County (Sam Clayburn)   
o The Fair Board is responding to calls for improved climate control in buildings.   
o There was an individual who became problematic at the Plant Clinic.   

▪ The individual was asked to leave the building.  
▪ Contact Sam IMMEDIATELY if you experience issues using the phrase, "I have a sample 

you really need to see."   
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▪ Computers will be removed from the building entry and available only for training and not 
for the general public.   This is an additional step to deter the presence of problem 
individuals.   

o Sam will present at the Coquille Rotary Club about CCMGA and the wonderful work done by 
members. 

o Candy Baumer with the Rhododendron Society requests someone to speak on 9/19 about fall 
watering – a short, informal class of approximately 30 minutes. 

o We are looking for a coordinator for Earth Day 2020 in Bandon.  (Note:  Claudia Turner volunteered.) 
o REMINDER:  Volunteer hours are due at the end of October.  
o DISCUSSION:  confusion with the term "veteran" master gardener for the public as it may imply 

military service.   
▪ ACTION:  The term "veteran" will be dropped.  The titles Master Gardener or Trainee Master 

Gardener will be used.   
IX. OTHER BUSINESS  

• DISCUSSION:  liability insurance coverage.  CCMGA's carrier is Mutual of Enumclaw; our agent is Davis & 
Juul.  CCMGA's annual premium is $509 for coverage of one million dollars per occurrence.  Per our agent, 
Mutual of Enumclaw does not offer three million dollar coverage – increasing our coverage would double 
the premium.   

o Treasurer Laurie is in contact with the state OMGA treasurer and is waiting for comparison 
information from other chapters. 

o No further action required at this time.  

• Master Gardener hat:  BNT Promotional Products in North Bend handles our logo wearables.  Ball caps are 
available from the company for $4.50 each plus $5 for the embroidery.  Members are encouraged to visit 
them and order.  Address:  1712 Sheridan Ave., North Bend.   

• A volunteer to take over as Treasurer in 2020 is urgently needed.  Please contact Bob German if you are 
willing to serve.   

 

REMINDER:  The new OSU/CCMGA blog now takes the place of the old web page for calendars and other chapter information.    
Open a browser window or use Google and type in:   

blogs.oregonstate.edu/coosmga/ 
 

If a password is requested to open a tab on the page, type in:  Tomato-Rama2019 

 
X.  ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:49am.    
 
Note:  Members were invited to remain after the meeting to work on building the new raised beds on-site.  Per 
President Bob that was accomplished and they "look awesome.  It was great to have so many stay to help."    
 
 
 

The next meeting is October 8th at the OSU Extension Building in Myrtle Point beginning promptly at 9:30am.    
 

Special thanks to Tina Powers for taking detailed notes at the meeting in the absence of the secretary. 
 

Transcribed and submitted by: 
Lynn Menashian 

Secretary, CCMGA 
September 10, 2019  

 
 

 


