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CGMGA & OMGA 

Notes from the President Month at a Glance 

Welcome to February!   Hurray for longer days and the 
return of Master Gardener classes! 

I’m looking forward to us all gathering again on 
Wednesday evening the 8th at the Hood River Valley 
Christian Church.  At last count we have another record 
number of new trainees and a near record number of 
returning and associate Master Gardeners.  I guess 
gardening is still going strong in the Gorge 

We do have an amazing place to garden in – when it is 
not covered in ice.  I hope none of your gardens suffered 
much ice damage.  But overall our plants are quite 
resilient.  In fact I’m seeing the first signs of spring 
coming as my little primroses are on the verge of putting 
out their first flowers of the season – in mid-
January.  Witch hazel is another favorite around this 
time of year to bring a little color back to our gardens.   

Your Association has mainly been involved with planning 
and indoor work this last month as we get ready to gear 
up for training as well as the many project gardens and 

the plant sale we always have in the spring.  What’s 
new this year is we’re trying to make an even bigger 
push to streamline our work in the digital 
sphere.  The hope is that will free us up to spend 
more time doing what we really want to do – play in 

our, and others, gardens.    

We’re already doing a lot of Plant Clinic work on-
line and we plan to get more of our planning and 

publicity documents on-line.  There is a group of 
people, with better tech skills than 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://calendar.google.com/
calendar/u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?
tab=rc&pli=1 
February 8: Wednesday 10-12pm: 
CGMGA Exec Comm Mtg (via zoom, 
contact Christie Bradley for link) 
February 8: Wednesday: 6-8pm: Intro 
to the 2023 MG Program and the 
beginning of our CGMGA classes 
February 17: Friday: Deadline for 
submissions to the February CGMGA 
newsletter  
February 24: Friday: 8am: KIHR 
radio show with CGMGA Master 
Gardeners 

Work Parties: 
Library Garden:   
Saturday: February 11: 9-11am 
(details below) 
Friday: February 17:  
9-11am  
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I have, who are working to get us a uniform and 
simple structure for all of our association and project 
files that, hopefully, will make our lives simpler.  Stay 
tuned for optional training later in the year. 

For now, brush off that orange Master Gardener 
badge, reach out to your mentees, and get ready to all 
gather on the 8th.   

Leanne 

(Continued from page 1) 

In this shortest month of the year, as we are all starting 
up our Master Gardener classes with plenty of reading, 
I thought I would pick some GardenTainment that is 
totally different.   Think about the Westminster Dog 
show, and then imagine the same kind of event for 
chickens and you have the basis for the movie “Chicken 
People”.  Beautifully photographed birds and some 
compelling human interest stories about the different 
owners/breeders makes for a lovely little movie. 

I have never kept chickens, but I know many gardeners 
who do and feel they add a huge benefit to their 
gardening environment.   While this movie will not 
motivate me to start keeping chickens, I did find the 
information on breeding for specific characteristics to 
make the “perfect bird” quite interesting.  This link 
should get you to a YouTube version of the 
movie  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=yyY2DgqObnc  It is also available on Prime and 
Netflix.  I hope you enjoy “Chicken People”. 

Leanne   

The OMGA (Oregon Master Gardener Association) is 
busy with a couple of its primary functions. 

First is the OMGA Treasurer’s tasks of supporting 
chapter Treasurers with annual reporting. The state 
Treasurer is responsible to compile and report 
individual chapter financial activities such as fund 
raising and to file the appropriate state and federal 
documentation required of 501c3s.  

The second major spring function is planning for Mini 
College 2023. OMGA is mandated by OSU to 
conduct an annual educational program offered to all 
Master Gardeners as well as any public who wish to 
attend. Traditionally a two-day event, Mini College 
will be July 16th and 17th in Corvallis. Speakers, 
workshops, field trips and social activities round out a 
conference that is both educational and fun. This offers 
a great opportunity to connect with other Master 
Gardeners from around the state. 

ADVOCACY 

Everyone is aware that funding and staffing of 
Extension services has and continues to be an issue. In 
the past an active and aggressive lobbying program has 
been very successful in obtaining the funds needed to 
continue the programs and positions and keeping our 

(Continued on page 3) 
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statewide Master Gardener outreach doing the work of 
community education and problem solving. Recently 
serious shortfalls have occurred and to address this and 
provide for a pro-active stance in the future, Clackamas 
Master Gardener Sherry Sheng is spearheading the 
development of a program to ensure that Oregon State 
legislatures, OSU administration, and local government 
agencies hear about the Master Gardener program, it’s 
work and it’s needs. Sherry is leading the development 
of an Advocacy program. Members from each Chapter 
around the state will be involved in an active and 
ongoing effort to take our message those who make the 
decisions which effect the health of our program. 
Sherry is a master at this and we are fortunate to have 
her lead this effort. CGMGA is represented on the 
Advocacy project by our member Beth Flake. 

To learn more about the Advocacy Taskforce, 
view a slide show prepared for use during the 
Oregon Legislature 2023 session and see the 
materials in the “Tool Kit” visit https://
omga.org/advocacy/ 

(Continued from page 2) 

Educational Tidbits 

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/rbogren/
articles/page1546549151897 

Karen Jenkins 

Winter Pruning 

by Melinda Myers 

The plant doctor is in! See the most common plant 
problems reported by your fellow gardeners and a 
garden expert's proven solutions. 
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/6-
common-plant-problems/ 

Cj 

The 6 Most Common Plant 
Problems and How to Solve 
Them  

Washington State University Extension Program 

All ONLINE sessions will be presented by Rachel 
Brooks, Ph.D., a forest pathologist with the WDNR 
Forest Health Division.  

Megan Wickersham approves up to ONE CREDIT 
hour education time for attending this online webinar 
series. 

Spend Lunch (12-12:30 pm) Learning about Root 
Rot Diseases 

· FEB 13, 2023:  Symptoms of Common Root Rots 
· FEB 14, 2023:  Root Rot Signs and Disease Cycles 
· FEB 15, 2023:  Root Rot Management 
FEB 16, 2023:  Lesser-Known Root Rots 
FREE!PRE-registration required Registration ends at 
8PM on February 12th  

7 Fascinating Ladybug Facts 
You Didn’t Know  
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There are two opportunities to volunteer in February, 
and both are weather dependent. The new Saturday 
date is February 11, 9-11. The regular Friday date is 
February 17, 9-11. 
Contact person: Norma Benson, 509-969-2187. 

Waterwise Garden at the 
Hood River Library 

We’re looking for rocks to 
star in a kids’ activity at the 
spring plant sale this May, 
and we need your help 
finding suitable candidates.  
Maybe it’s that rock that you 
threw out of your garden 
when you were cultivating 
last spring, or maybe it’s the 
one that you stubbed your 
toe on repeatedly while you 

were mowing.  If it’s roughly palm-sized and 
reasonably flat with a relatively smooth surface, it can 
enjoy new life as a plant marker in a family garden.  
The plant sale is still a few months away, but the time 
for collecting rocks is now!  So channel your inner 
rock hound and save those rocks!  You may leave them 
at the extension office or give them to Anne Gehrig at 
any of the upcoming trainings.  Thank you!   
Anne  

Rock Stars Wanted! 
No experience Necessary 

FISH garden volunteers are finishing up our winter 
pruning, shed cleanup, and trellis repairs in the garden 
and looking forward to warming soil. We are moving 
ahead with a plan to ask Master Gardeners to take on a 
particular vegetable for its growing season. You will 
be provided seeds and do planting, weeding, and pest 
watch. Irrigation and harvest will be done by others. 
Still up for grabs are cucumbers, kale, yellow squash, 
green beans, zucchini, and cilantro. 
Tracy 

FISH Garden Veggies—Your 
Help Needed! 
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à Hood River County Master Gardeners 

à blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

à Growing Your Own 

à OSU Publications 

à Monthly Gardening Calendars 

à PNW Handbooks 

à HortSense 

à UC IPM 

à OSU Gardening 

à WSU Gardening 

à Weed Identification 

à Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management 
Area 

à GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

à Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

à Oregon Flora 

à  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/  

à Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Click here to download 

Gardening Resources 

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities and materials on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.  


