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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/
u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1 
 
November 9: Wednesday 10-12pm: 
CGMGA Exec Comm Mtg (via zoom, 
contact Christie Bradley for link) 
November 9: Wednesday: 6-8pm: 
Celebration at the Hood River Senior 
Center (details below) 
November 18: Friday: Deadline for 
submissions to the December CGMGA 
newsletter    
December 3: Saturday: 10-12pm: 
Holiday Greenery Event in our greenhouse 

 
Work Parties: 
Learning Garden:  Thursday, Nov 3 and 
Saturday Nov 12: 9am in the Pollinator 
Garden  
Saturday, Nov 5: 10am for pruning in 
Japanese Garden (see article below) 
Library Garden: Friday: Nov. 18: 9-11am                  

Month at a Glance “No shade, no shine, no butterflies, no bees. 
                No fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds! 
                November.” 

Thomas Hood, a 19th century English poet, painted this 
dreary picture of November in his poem “No”. With apologies 
to Mr. Hood, I’d like to offer a brighter November 
perspective: 

 No sweaty days, no sweltering nights, no mosquitos, no 
mowing. 
 No wildfires, no weeding, no tilling, no toiling, no sowing. 
 November!  

With both the project gardens and home gardens put to bed 
and vegetables and fruits put up for the winter, November 
offers time to relax and pursue interests outside the 
garden.  Some may choose to travel, while others may opt to 
stay closer to home and spend time on crafts or projects.  And 
with holidays around the corner, nearly everyone will be 
looking forward to having more time to spend with family and 
friends. 

Speaking of friends, our Recognition Gathering is scheduled 
for November 9 at the Senior Center. We’ll share a potluck 
meal and raise a glass to a successful year and a new group of 
Master Gardeners. We’ll also recognize fellow 
MG’s whose contributions and accomplishments 
have helped make our chapter a vibrant one.  If 
you have flowers or seed pods to 
donate for table decorations, 
please contact Leanne 
(lhogie@aol.com).  We’d 
also welcome help with 
decorating and clean-
up.  We’ve had very few 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1
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opportunities to spend our “social capital” this past 
year, so I hope you’ll all turn out for this special in-
person celebration.   

We’ll mix business with pleasure at the Recognition 
Gathering and hold a brief association meeting during 
which we elect the 2023 Executive Committee 
officers and approve the budget for the upcoming 
year.  The slate of officers for 2023 include Leanne 
Hogie (president), Jen Harty (vice president), Joanne 
Willis (treasurer), and Christie Bradley 
(secretary).  We are still looking for someone who 
would like to serve as OMGA rep or alternate rep, so 
if interested please contact Leanne or Anne.   

Our 2023 classes will be mostly in person with an 
opportunity to attend virtually as needed.  Eric Bosler 
has led the charge to research and purchase new AV 
equipment that will make the hybrid process smoother 
and more efficient.  Megan has invited several MG’s to 
share their expertise during some of the classes, so in 
addition to the main instructors, we’ll get to hear 
from home-grown guest speakers.   

I’m looking forward to seeing you at the Recognition 
gathering this next week.  Happy November! 

Anne Gehrig 

(Continued from page 1) 

OMGA News 
The OMGA’s next and final meeting of the year will 
be held on Nov 4 via Zoom. This is when we finalize 
and vote on the updates for next year: election of 
officers, proposed budget, selection of the planning 
committee for Mini-college and updates on OMGA’s 
bylaws, job descriptions, policies & procedures. If 
you’re interested in participating in planning and state 
leadership, ask Anny for a meeting agenda and zoom 
link.   
Anny VanNatta, State 
Representative, gardenanny2@gmail.com 

History of the Scott Johnson 
Community Garden 

The gardens at the 
Hood River Adult 
Center are 
volunteer works in 
progress. The top/
east section of the 
gardens is the 
Community 
Garden which has 
the private gardens 
for 8-10 
community 
members. (Half of 
our current 
gardeners are 
Hispanic families, and there are a handful of younger 
seniors now waiting for raised beds.) Participants are 
asked to help maintain the pathways and areas near 
their gardens, plus help with a few work parties.  
 
This garden began as a vacant, overgrown lot between 
“The Center” and Down Manor. Scott Johnson single-
handedly cleared big piles of rocks and designed the 
Community Garden. When Scott passed away in 
2014, his widow, non-gardener Elaine, gallantly kept 
things going. When Anny teamed up with Elaine in 
late May 2017, she convinced Elaine to join the Master 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Gardener program the next year! Anny had been a Master Gardener since 
2005. After retiring from teaching, she trained in Landscape Design at PCC 
and Horticulture at Clackamas CC, experiencing and working as a 
Horticultural Intern in Portland Parks “Community Gardens.” 
  
They also worked together these 5 years to establish the “Kitchen Garden” on 
the lower hillside. But that project needs its own story! As that landscape is 
not very accessible for seniors, Anny & Elaine added other ways to share 
gardening in the Center over the years. They are reviving the container herb 
garden on the deck for the HRVAC kitchen, sharing floral arrangements for 
the Center’s entryway and plan some additional horticultural therapy 
activities in the future. 
      
Volunteers from the high school Lions club (the Leos) 
have been assisting in the garden. They chose to donate 
$500 to fund a short-term project this fall of building 
raised-beds and cold-frames for seniors. The Leos have 
also been preparing small bins of semi-composted soil 
for the raised beds. And might help with the fall 
construction! 

 
Email Anny for more 
information 
gardenanny2@gmail.com 

(Continued from page 2) 

CHICKEN TRACTORS Moveable Flocks Help 
Manage Orchard Pests  
by B. Miller, T. Witmer and L. Brewer  

Since so many of our local Master Gardeners have chickens, here is a handy way to use their services on our garden 
pests. Cj 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9320.pdf 

Educational tidbits 

mailto:gardenanny2@gmail.com
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9320.pdf
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Pruning at the Japanese Heritage Garden 

On a sunny, cold Saturday morning in 
early November, Sada Uchiyama, Cu-
rator of the Portland Japanese Garden 
presented a pruning lesson to a group 
of our Master Gardeners at the Japa-
nese Heritage Garden located at the 
OSU Extension Office in Hood River. 
The main focus of the pruning activity 
was the enkianthus and Japanese maple 
trees that were planted in the Japanese 
Garden over ten years ago. The group 
was profoundly impressed by Sada’s 
simple tools and the speed at which he 
precisely pruned the plants and trees.  

While pruning in a Japanese garden 
sounds like an arcane task to many of 
us, Sada provided simple and concise 
guidance that demystified the endeav-
or. First, he explained that the purpose 
of Fall pruning is cleaning and thinning. 
Post-bloom pruning in the Spring is 
reserved for sizing and shaping. As he 
began to prune the enkianthus, we 
were surprised that he pulled back the 
outer branches in a less than gingerly 
manner and started from the inside. He 
explained that a healthy plant is very 
hardy with pliable branches and the 
center is where most of the clean-up 
work is done.  

Sada first eliminated the dead wood 
(most of which he simply snapped off 
with his hands) and then focused on 
creating space for light and air to per-
meate the center of the plant. Here, he 
started from the bottom and opened 
the center of the plant by removing 
secondary branches crowding the cen-
ter and eliminating crossover branches. 
This step required some decision-
making. To the degree that he could, 
Sada identified the healthiest branches 

(Continued on page 6) 
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growing with the desired shape and symmetry of the 
plant and cut back the rest around it. One important 
snippet of wisdom that Sada offered the group was that 
it’s okay to be unsure. If you have to think twice about 
whether or not to cut a particular branch, leave it – it 
will be there next year.   

Sada finished the session by climbing into the larger 

Japanese maple tree and unleashing his simple magic. 
Using a similar process, we watched him snap and cut 
to open the center of the tree. While there is no doubt 
that the dense foliage was stunning, at the end you 
could step back, admire the beauty and openness of the 
tree and almost hear it take a deep, grateful breath! 

We will follow up the pruning demonstration by pro-

ducing some educational content that will be available 

to the Master Gardeners and the public. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Holiday Greenery Event 

Please join us on Saturday, December 3 
for the 12th annual Holiday Greenery 
Event. For those who have never 
participated, this is an opportunity for 
you to get creative and make swags and 
wreaths, with a little guidance from 
fellow Master Gardeners. We create for 
ourselves and also make a huge variety of 
items as a service project for distribution 
through the FISH Food Bank and WGAP. 
I will have floral wire, though feel free to 
bring your own and any other items you 
might have to contribute, such as ribbon, 
wreath rings, and miscellaneous décor. 
Please, as you put your gardens to bed for 
the winter, consider saving and/or drying 
anything you think might look neat in a decorative project, including herbs, seed heads, rosehips and lichen. 
Recycling is encouraged and donations of any supplies including ribbon (especially 2" wired) are welcome. It 
doesn’t even need to be holiday colors. Even if you’re unable to come to Saturday’s wreath making, any 
contributions of greenery would be appreciated. We need and appreciate donations of a variety of greenery. 
Please leave items in the shade structure, next to the greenhouse. Thanks!! We always appreciate talented 
bowmakers who can make up some bows in advance and also be on hand through much of the day.  
Shari  
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Spotlight on Leanne Hogie 

Submitted by Anne Gehrig 

Leanne Hogie’s life reads like a 
travelogue or Jules Verne’s Around 
the World in 80 Days. My pen flew as 
I tried to capture all the places she’s 
lived and all the experiences she’s 
had.   

Leanne spent her childhood in 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota. The 
youngest of 4 children, her parents 
were teachers and often took their 
family on long road trips, 
inoculating her with the travel bug 
at an early age. During her junior 
year in high school, Leanne was an 
exchange student in Germany–the 
first of what was to become a long 
series of travel adventures that 
would take her to all corners of the 
world. Other early adventures 
included signing on as a migrant 
apple picker in Norway and 
attending a summer seminar in 
Geneva, Switzerland on 
International Relations and the 
European Union.  

Leanne received a liberal arts 
degree from Carleton–the same 
college her mother had 
attended.  Realizing that the job 
market for liberal arts majors 
wasn’t particularly strong and 
wanting broader work experiences 
than a small town could offer, she 
enlisted in the Peace Corps. She 
was assigned to Central America 
where she hoped her duties would 
not involve teaching or agriculture. 
Ironically, she was assigned to the 
school gardens program which 
entailed visiting 36 sites in her 
district and teaching students once 

or twice a month. She had a 
motorcycle to use as she traveled 
from site to site. Living in a country 
where there were few English 
speakers contributed to making the 
Peace Corps “the toughest job 
you’ll ever love”. 

When her assignment ended, 
Leanne worked for the Close Up 
Foundation in D.C., an 
organization whose goal is to help 
students learn the skills they need 
to become thoughtful, engaged, and 
informed citizens. It was a grueling 
job involving long days touring the 
city with 20 students at a time and 
writing thought-provoking lesson 
plans.   

Then it was off to grad school at 
Cornell where she earned a Masters 
in agricultural economics.  She 
accepted a job with the Foreign 
Agricultural Service, a branch of 
USDA–the beginning of a 20-plus 
year career with the foreign service 
that took her to India, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, and Venezuela. Ten days 
after marrying her husband Mike, 
she left for her assignment to India; 
he followed 3 months later after 
wrapping up some consulting work. 

When she retired from the foreign 
service, Leanne and Mike sold their 
house in DC and traveled in 
Europe, Latin America, and Central 
America. After some time in 
Florida, and to celebrate her father-
in-law’s 90th birthday, they decided 
to try out RV living and purchased a 
34 foot fifth-wheel trailer which 
became their home for two years as 
they traveled across the 

country. When they decided to 
settle down to a less nomadic 
lifestyle, they set their sights on 
Portland and began house hunting. 
They hoped for a site with a bit of 
land since one of Leanne’s 
retirement goals was to garden. As 
a child, she remembers her 
grandparents listing the items at 
each meal that came from the 
garden, a tradition that she 
affectionately calls “the Count”. At 
the time Portland didn’t offer much 
in the way of agricultural space, so 
they set their sights on Hood 
River. Eventually she and Mike 
snagged a rental condo near the 
center of town, and Leanne joined 
the Master Gardeners. Soon after 
that they purchased their present 
home, which offers ample space for 
raised beds, a native garden, and a 
small nut orchard.   

When she’s not gardening, Leanne 

(Continued on page 8) 
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 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management 
Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

 Oregon Flora 

  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/  

 Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Click here to download 

Gardening Resources 

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities and materials on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.  

and Mike enjoy biking, hiking, taking in foster dogs, 
and entertaining friends they’ve met from their 
traveling days. 

Leanne’s goal as our new president is to finally get 

back to normalcy after the long Covid disruption. Her 

advice to new MG’s is to take advantage of the social 

opportunities offered by CGMGA. As we learn how to 

navigate in the post-pandemic days, we hope there will 

be more social events and opportunities for in-person 

interactions. With her vast travel experience, Leanne 

will be the ideal person to guide the chapter on the 

journey back to normal. 

(Continued from page 7) 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://oregonflora.org
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/transplanting-established-trees-shrubs/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf

