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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/
u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1 
 

December 3: Saturday: 10-12pm: 
Holiday Greenery Event in our greenhouse 
December 14: Wednesday 10-12pm: 
CGMGA Exec Comm Mtg (via zoom, 
contact Christie Bradley for link) 
December 16: Friday: Deadline for 
submissions to the January CGMGA 
newsletter    

 
Work Parties: 
Library Garden: Friday: December 16: 9-

11am 

Month at a Glance A Tale of Two Journeys 

December.  My term as CGMGA president is nearly 
done. But before I close the laptop on this chapter of 
my life, I’d like to share a few final words–not about 
gardening, but about growing.   

When I turned 65 I decided to hike a section of the 
PCT. It probably wasn’t a wise decision, given that I 
had no prior backpacking experience. Still, I 
reasoned, I’d been walking for 64 years–how hard 
could it be? But when I hefted that fully-loaded pack 
for the first time, I wobbled under the weight of 
what I had undertaken: how was I going to make it 
even one mile, let alone 93?  I envied those 
experienced hikers I encountered on the trail–they 
seemed so strong and confident. But with each mile 
hiked and each dehydrated meal eaten, my pack grew 
lighter, and so did my spirits. And then there were 
the trail angels, those thoughtful people both seen 
and unseen who cheered me on with their kindness. 
At the end of the trek I thought I’d be elated; 
instead, I felt a little sad. It had been a 
challenging journey, but it had also been a good one. 
I learned so much, and I’ve carried it with me 
whenever I feel overwhelmed by a challenge. 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1
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CGMGA & OMGA 

Three years later I embarked on a journey of a different 
sort: president of CGMGA. It probably wasn’t a wise 
decision given that I had no presidential qualities or 
experience. Still, I reasoned, I’d been sitting in 
meetings most of my adult life–how hard could it 
be?  But when I clicked the Zoom link for that first EC 
meeting, I wobbled under the weight of what I had 
undertaken: how was I going to make it through one 
month, let alone 12?  I envied those who had led the 
charge before me–they seemed so competent and 
confident. But with each meeting completed and each 
newsletter submission written, my heart felt lighter and 
my confidence grew. And then there were the garden 
angels–the wonderful fellow Master Gardeners who 

gave me advice when I asked and encouragement when 
I needed it. It’s been a challenging experience, but it’s 
also been a good one: I’ve learned so much about 
patience, persistence, and the power of kindness and 
support. 

So here we are at the Almost End. Don’t worry: there 
will be a peaceful transfer of power, I guarantee it. But 
before I turn over the orange President bar to Leanne, I 
want to thank all of you who have helped me grow this 
year. Thank you for your support and for everything 
you do to support our chapter. It has been both an 
honor and a privilege to work with you. 

Anne 

(Continued from page 1) 

The CGMGA Recognition Event 

About 50 Master Gardeners and guests turned out for the 
November 9 Recognition Event–and what an event it 

was!  Leanne and her team of decorating experts 
transformed the institutional ambiance of the Senior 

Center to one that was warm, welcoming, and worthy of 
the first fully “normal” celebration since Covid. Paul 

Matalucci’s stunning centerpieces graced the tables, and 
the food table groaned with offerings ranging from pickled 

Dahlia bulbs to the more traditional deviled eggs and 
brownies.   

Megan moderated a slideshow highlighting some of the 
key events of 2022. A special thank you to Kelsey 

Soltysiak for putting the slideshow together and to Eric 
for handling the technical aspects.  Ace Hardware, 

Cascade Outdoor Store, Dickey Farms, and Good News 
gardening all contributed door prizes for the event. (And 
who could forget those vintage visors–what a blast from 

the past!) 

But the real focus of the evening was celebrating the 
fourteen new MG’s who made it to the finish line, 

fulfilling the training and volunteer requirements and 
earning the coveted orange badge. They deserve a special 
shout-out for their persistence and dedication.  Let’s give 

a round of applause to Mary Corl, Kaeley Dawson, 

(Continued on page 3) 



3  

 

CENTRAL GORGE 

    

CGMGA & OMGA 

Patricia Haupt, Jayne Hill, Lynda Ontiveros, Kim Pfautz, Rachael 
Pirkowski, Carmen Rinaldis, Ameilia Rouyer, Katie Schmidt, 

Christie Silverman, Kelsey Soltysiak, Taylor Stretch, and Jessica 
Temus. 

And now…drumroll, please…the 2022 Master Garden Award 
Winners: 

In the spring, three dedicated MG’s from our chapter were selected 
for recognition at Mini College. The CGMGA Master Gardener 
of the Year award went to Sandy Montag in recognition of her 
outstanding dedication and service. She has been a key contributor 

to all things MG, including the plant sale, curriculum planning, and 
the new pollinator demonstration garden. 

Linda Kaufman and Paul Matalucci both earned the Behind 
the Scenes award for their quiet but important contributions to 

our chapter.  Paul helped establish a social media presence for the 
CGMGA and starred in instructional videos on seed starting and 

transplanting. Linda was instrumental in organizing the plant clinic 
database, allowing us to look at problems and usage by category and 

streamlining the plant clinic process. 

At the chapter level, Sandi Rousseau received the CGMGA 
Projects Award for her organizational skills and dedication to the 

plant sale which this year was both online and in person. The 
Special Services Award was awarded to Nancy Slagle, Bill 
Sturman, and the Parkdale Garden Club in recognition of their 
longtime dedication to the Parkdale Memorial Garden. Leanne 
Hogie, Kathy McGregor, and Dennis Carlson received the 

Community Outreach Award for their work with Radio Tierra, 
providing much-needed outreach to the Spanish speakers in our 

area.  Eric Bosler was the recipient of the Chapter Educator 
Award for his efforts to facilitate and improve the delivery of 

educational opportunities and for ensuring that we can continue to 
meet the challenge of remote learning going forward.  Margo 

Dameier was recognized as the Communications Award 
Recipient for her work documenting and promoting the CGMGA 
program.  Last, but far from least, is the Golden Trowel Award, 

given to a new Master Gardener for showing dedication above and 
beyond the requirements. This year’s recipient, Kelsey Soltysiak, 

brought her professional skills to the JEDI team and created a 
community asset map of potential and current partners with the MG 

program. She also created, among other things, a plant sale video 
and the recognition slideshow that we enjoyed at the celebration.  

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

Barbara Spezia, Norma Benson, Jayne Hill 

Megan Wichersham 

Anne Gehrig 
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Finally, a huge thank 
you to Helga, Teena, 
Shari, and Margo for 
showing up early to 

help with set-up and to 
all who pitched in to 

clean the dining room at 
the end of the 

evening. It really was a 
night to remember.  

Anne  

(Continued from page 3) 

CGMGA & OMGA 

MG of the Year, Sandy Montag 

Behind the Scenes, Paul Matalucci 

Behind the Scenes, Linda Kaufman 

Projects award, Sandi Rousseau 

 Outreach award, Kathy McGregor, Dennis Carlson, Leanne Hogie 

 Outreach award, Kathy McGregor, Dennis Carlson, Leanne Hogie 

Communications award, Margo Dameier 
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Class of 2022, Taylor Stretch 

Class of 2022, l-r, Jessica Temus, Kelsey Soltysiak, Carmen Rinaldis, Jayne Hill, 
Kim Pfautz, Katie Schmidt, Particia Haupt, Mary Corl, back center, Rachael 
Pirkowski 

New Lifetime MGs, Teena Fife, Margo Dameier, Leanne Hogie 

 Educator award, Eric Bosler 

Golden Trowel award, Kelsey Soltysiak 
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OMGA News 
OMGA’s Annual Retreat will be December 2, 2022 
from 3 to 5 pm.  This is the time where we discuss and 
set goals for the next year.  This is a great opportunity 
to learn the scope of OMGA without the business 
meeting……well maybe a little business!  If you’d like 
to attend, ask Anny VanNatta or Eric Bosler to receive 
the zoom link that will be sent out in advance. 
  
Proposed 2023 OMGA Meetings are scheduled on 
Zoom, the first Friday afternoons in March, June 

September & November.  There may be an in-person 
meeting once this year.     
       
The next International Master Gardener 
Conference is set for June 18-22, 2023 in Overland 
Park, KS.   For more information: https://
imgc2023.com 
Anny VanNatta 

Educational Tidbits 

https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/attracting-butterflies/butterflies-in-winter/ 

How Does a Butterfly Survive Winter?  
Amy Grisak 

Updated: Nov. 04, 2022 
When the weather turns cold, you may wonder what happens to a winter butterfly. Find out 
where different butterflies go in the winter season. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

https://www.audubon.org/news/10-fun-facts-about-wild-turkey 

10 Fun Facts About the Wild Turkey  
Super vision? Flowing beards? Spiral poo? Yeah, there's plenty to talk about when it comes to 
this American icon.  
 
__________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.audubon.org/news/what-are-wattles 

What Are Wattles For? 
That flap of bumpy red skin hanging off a male turkey's face is both functional and 
fashionable.  
Cj Flick 

https://imgc2023.com
https://imgc2023.com
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/attracting-butterflies/butterflies-in-winter/
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/author/amy-grisak/
https://www.audubon.org/news/10-fun-facts-about-wild-turkey
https://www.audubon.org/news/what-are-wattles
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Holiday Greenery Event 
Join us on Saturday, December 3, 10-12pm, for the 
12th annual Holiday Greenery Event. For those who 
have never participated, this is an opportunity for you 
to get creative and make swags and wreaths, with a 
little guidance from fellow Master Gardeners. We 
create for ourselves and also make a huge variety of 
items for the FISH Food Bank and WGAP as a service 
project for distribution. I have floral wire, though feel 
free to bring your own and any other items you might 
have to contribute, such as ribbon, wreath rings, and 
miscellaneous décor. Please collect a wide variety of 
greens, though standards are always great to start with. 
Please, no large branches! Smaller, pruned items are 
preferable. As you put your gardens to bed for the 
winter, consider saving and/or drying anything you 
think might look neat in a decorative project, including 
herbs, seed heads, rosehips and lichen. Recycling is 
encouraged and donations of any supplies including 
ribbon (especially 2" wired) are welcome. It doesn’t 
even need to be holiday colors. Even if you’re unable to 
come to Saturday’s wreath making, any contributions 
of greenery would be appreciated. We need and 
appreciate donations of a variety of greenery. Please 
leave items in the shade structure or beside the 
greenhouse. Thanks!! We always appreciate talented 
bowmakers who can make up some bows in advance 
and also be on hand through much of the day.  

Here’s a link to a YouTube tutorial on making a 
nice bow: https://youtu.be/qkagWTpAqA0. 
Last year, Julie Ueland taught us this method 
and we’ll use it again this year, especially if we 
don’t have anyone step up to create bows for 
us. We’ve got lots of wired ribbon, primarily 2” 
wide. That said, the only major difference is 

that we use floral wire rather than zip ties to 
hold the ribbon/bow together. That gives us 
wire to use when attaching the bow to our 
creations.  

If there’s anyone willing to help create bows prior to 

our Dec 3 event, please contact Shari at 

sharibosler@hotmail.com and I’ll make sure to give 

you a supply of ribbon to do so. 

Library Garden 
The next library garden work party is Friday, 

December 16. Stop by and see the first stage of 

renovation if you have a chance. Contact Norma at 

509-969-2187 with questions or comments. 

Learning Garden Updates 
It may be the quiet season for gardening, but in the 
learning garden the buzz of bees has been replaced by 
the buzz of Master Gardeners as they lay the 
groundwork for the new pollinator garden. When it’s 
completed, this new educational feature will provide a 

(Continued on page 8) 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FqkagWTpAqA0&data=05%7C01%7Cmegan.wickersham%40oregonstate.edu%7Ceced6b3adbcb4a3e465308dac64fda84%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C638040343516663673%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
mailto:sharibosler@hotmail.com
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welcoming habitat for a diverse array of birds, bees, and 
butterflies.  But, as with any new garden, there’s a lot of 
planning that precedes the planting. 

At the November 3 work party, Jen, Joanne, Margo, Norma, 
Sally, Sandy, Sandi, and Anne dug up old plantings of lavender, 
rose, and Russian sage to make room for the new pollinator-
friendly plants that will be installed come spring. They also 
pruned the smoke tree, fig, and dogwood, refreshing the 
appearance of the entire area around the ecolawn. Next time 
you’re at the extension office, check out the clean new look. 

Next steps–coming soon--include installing edging around the 

ecolawn to prevent it from usurping the space intended for plants 

and applying a heavy load of compost to enrich the newly-

solarized soil.  We’re hiring a professional to do the arduous 

work of installing the 10-inch deep edging, but we’d love some 

help with the compost application.  If you’re interested, please 

contact Sandy (sandyhmontag@gmail.com) or Anne 

(agehrig5@hotmail.com).   

(Continued from page 7) 

Plant Sale 
by Sandi Rousseau 

The first organizational meeting for the 2023 Plant Sale 

was recently held with 13 Master  Gardeners attending.  

What a great group that is enthusiastic about our sale for 

2023!  Anyone can still join in, and there are volunteer 

jobs that are not extensive.  The next meeting will be in 

January, and a zoom link will be sent out to everyone. 

We are off to a good start after completing our big push 

to standardize our trays and pots and select Shopify as 

our ordering platform last year. So we know more about 

what worked and did not work as well as we would like 

and can address those changes. 

(Continued on page 9) 

mailto:sandyhmontag@gmail.com
mailto:agehrig5@hotmail.com
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Currently our seed selection committee is meeting to 

finalize the choices and ordering process.  Seed 

starting work parties will likely start in late February 

or very early March, and the date for the sale is May 

13, 2023. So mark your calendars now to be sure you 

are around for the fun on the day of the in person sale! 

(Continued from page 8) 

Seed to Supper Update 
December seems an odd time to start planning to put 
seeds in the ground, but the quiet winter months give us 
time to lay the groundwork for spring planting.  Megan 
and Anne have been involved in a Seed to Supper 
subcommittee at the state level, evaluating program 
delivery and improving community outreach.    

A bit of background: Seed to Supper was created in 
partnership between the Oregon Food Bank and Oregon 
State University Extension. In 2022, OSU assumed 
responsibility for coordinating the program. The goals 
are essentially the same, but in the transfer agreement, 
OSU committed to intentionally focusing on 
communities that disproportionately experience hunger 
and food insecurity. With this charge in mind, the 

subcommittee is working to put these recommendations 
into practice.   

The delivery may look a bit different, but project goals 

are the same: “giving adult gardeners the tools they need 

to successfully grow a portion of their own food on a 

limited budget.”  By the time this newsletter hits the 

press, Megan, Anne, Christie, Eric, and Kaeley will be 

putting together the nuts and bolts of the program and 

fine-tuning the curriculum and delivery as needed to 

accommodate the new requirements.  If you’d like more 

information, check out this link:  https://

extension.oregonstate.edu/seed-supper 

JEDI Update 

Our JEDI group (Justice, Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion) was able to make great progress in 
identifying new areas where CGMGA could do more to 
encourage and support gardens and gardeners.  An 
important area was more outreach to the Hispanic 
community in Spanish.   We launched a program in 
Spanish on Radio Tierra called La Jardineria and Dennis 
Carlson, Kathy McGregor and Leanne Hogie were able 
to develop their DJ skills as they shared gardening 
knowledge.  The Plant Clinic question form was also 
available in Spanish for the first time (thanks Kathy), 
and our urging and example may have helped OSU 

finally make most of its gardening resources available in 
Spanish and multiple languages!    

We started making connections with the Native 
American gardening community, are developing a tool 
lending library and are mapping out our current 
community connections to enable us to evaluate other 
areas that could use more attention.  All of these 
activities could use more volunteers (we are inclusive 
after all) in the coming year.  But we are taking a break 
for the holidays and will resume our JEDI activities in 
February.  Onward! 
Leanne 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/seed-supper
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/seed-supper
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 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management 
Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

 Oregon Flora 

  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/  

 Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Click here to download 

Gardening 
Resources 

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities and materials on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.  

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://oregonflora.org
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/transplanting-established-trees-shrubs/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf

