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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/

u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1 

 

October 6: Thursday 3:30pm: Garden 

visit to Scott Johnson Community Garden 

and Kitchen Garden 2010 Sterling Place 

(details below from Anne) 

October 12: Wednesday 10-12pm: 

CGMGA Exec Comm Mtg (via zoom, 

contact Christie Bradley for link) 

October 13:  Thursday 8-9am: CGMGA’s 

La Jardineria Spanish Radio Program on 

Radio Tierra 

October 21: Friday: Deadline for 

(Continued on page 2) 

Month at a Glance Nominations, Invitations, Celebrations 

It’s October at last: a month for taking a deep breath 
and enjoying a more relaxed approach to life. With the rain’s 
return, we can take a break from irrigating. The sun is up a bit 
later, allowing us to linger longer over a cup of coffee.  Night 
comes earlier, bringing us inside sooner for reading and 
relaxation. Our gardens have been mostly put to bed, and we 
can celebrate cooler weather with meals from our garden–a 
satisfying soup, perhaps, that tastes of summer days? 

October is a time to look back on the past season and 
to savor the quiet hiatus between harvest and holidays. It’s also 
a time to reflect on all the folks who have made this past year a 
success and to recognize them for their commitment to 
CGMGA. We are so fortunate to have a cadre of dedicated 
volunteers who have offered their time and talents to the 
chapter throughout the year. With our Recognition 
Celebration just around the corner, it’s time to recognize 
fellow MG’s for their contributions. If you know of someone 
who fits any of the descriptions below, why not acknowledge 
their hard work by nominating them for one of these awards?   

Projects Award:  The recipient of this award is an 
MG who volunteers in several different projects or events or 
who takes ownership of a garden area/event.   

Community Outreach Award:  This award goes 
to an individual who has participated in a project outside of 
MG that benefits or involves the community. 

Special Services Award:  This award recognizes 
individuals who have provided services or done something 
special to serve or support the program or 
projects.  Recipients of this award need not be a Master 
Gardener. 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1
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Plant Clinic Award:  The recipient of this 
award is someone who has provided reliable plant clinic 
support. 

Chapter Educator Award:  This award is 
given to an individual who has done extra work 
facilitating educational opportunities: teaching classes 
or preparing presentations or demonstrations for the 
chapter or the community at large. 

Communications Award:  The recipient of 
this award is someone who shares information about 
our chapter, writing posts or news articles.   

Golden Trowel Award:  given to an 
exceptional new Master Gardener in their first year of 
service. 

If you’d like to nominate a fellow MG, send 
their name to me at agehrig5@hotmail.com by 
October 10. Please include the title of the award, as 
well as a sentence or two describing their 
contributions. Award recipients will be honored and 
recognized at the end-of-year celebration on November 
9 at the Senior Center in Hood River, so mark your 
calendars!  In addition to enjoying a meal together and 
raising a glass to the class of 2022, we’ll vote on our 
budget and the slate of officers for the upcoming 
year.  See Leanne’s article in this newsletter for further 
details.    

The garden season may be winding down, but 
there’s still time to squeeze in one last garden visit 
before the rains drive us inside.  Anny VanNatta and 
Elaine Johnson are inviting Master Gardeners to visit 
the Scott Johnson Community Garden and Kitchen 
Garden on October 6 at 3:30, with October 13 as an 

alternate date in case of rain. The garden is located at 
2010 Sterling Place, just west of the Senior Center 
where we’ll be holding the graduation and recognition 
celebration in November. Visitors will get to view a 
pollinator hedgerow and examples of experimental 
garden techniques like no-till beds and companion 
planting. Please park in the north parking lot. Anny 
suggested that folks might like to get together for a post
-garden visit happy hour at the Taqueria.  If you have 
questions, please contact Anny at 
gardenanny2@gmail.com. 

Happy October! 

Anne agehrig5@hotmail.com 

(Continued from page 1)  

submissions to the November CGMGA 

newsletter    

October 27:  Thursday 8-9am: CGMGA’s La 

Jardineria Spanish Radio Program on Radio 

Tierra    

November 9: Wednesday: 6-8pm: Celebration 

at the Hood River Senior Center (details below) 

December 3: Saturday: 10-12pm: Holiday 

Greenery Event in our greenhouse 

Work Parties: 

Learning Garden:  Thursdays, Oct 6 and 20: 9-

12pm  

Library Garden: Friday, Oct 21: 9-11am                 

FISH Garden: Wednesdays: 4-7pm, Saturday 

Oct 1 work party from 9-12pm  

(Continued from page 1) 

Master Gardener Graduation and Celebration! 

Let's all gather on November 9 at 6 pm at the Hood River Adult Center to celebrate our 
successful gardening year and welcome the new Master Gardeners to our chapter as they receive 
their graduation certificates!   We are returning to a long-time CGMGA tradition of a potluck 
dinner followed by the program and graduation.  Mark your calendars and see you on Wednesday 
11/9 from 6 to 8 pm.  Spouses and significant others welcome. 

Those with fall decorating skills and interest in helping plan this event please contact Leanne 

Hogie.  lhogie@aol.com  

mailto:agehrig5@hotmail.com
mailto:gardenanny2@gmail.com
mailto:agehrig5@hotmail.com
mailto:lhogie@aol.com
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CGMGA Annual Budget 
The annual budget for the Central Gorge Master 
Gardener Association is ready for submission to the 
general membership. This year’s budget is the largest 
in our Chapter’s history. It reflects just how active we 
are in the projects and programs which further the 
educational mandate of the Master Gardener Program 
and the outreach and service we provide. It is 
important to note that, even given its size, our 
proposed budget for 2023 is virtually balanced. This 
budget demonstrates the great level of commitment, 
effort, and passion that we, as Master Gardeners, 
dedicate to our community. 

The Executive Committee has reviewed the draft from 
the Budget Committee and after discussion and 
additions, voted its approval.  The budget is now 
ready for consideration of our members.  Anyone 
having questions, suggestions or wishing a change in 
the budget should reach out to President Anne Gehrig 
or Budget Committee Chair Eric Bosler. The budget 
will be presented for discussion, modification (if any) 
and adopted by a majority vote at our November 
general membership meeting. 

A copy of the budget is attached to the Newsletter 
email and will be posted on the CGMGA website. 

Respectfully submitted, Eric 

OMGA 
The OMGA 3rd Quarter board meeting was Friday, 
September 9 via zoom. Besides the usual business 
agenda, two of our newer Task Force programs were 
spotlighted.  
  
From our President, OMGA’s role in 
supporting diversity, equity and inclusion, is a 
major part of our goals and planning.  This important 
work is being undertaken by a Task Force of MG 
members from all corners of the state.  The mission of 
the OSU Master Gardener’s program is to “cultivate 
resilient and healthy communities throughout Oregon 
through sustainable horticulture education and 
gardening projects that are rooted in science.” Just as a 
healthy garden is biodiverse, so too is a healthy 

gardening program. We have four focus areas: 
curriculum, a demographic survey, Seed to Supper 
programs, and communication & special events. 
 
Advocating for MG Program Positions in 
Oregon, the Advocacy Task Force is working to 
secure financial and other support for the OSU MG 
Program. It has a great partner in Sherry Sheng who is 
guiding, organizing, and will train a statewide 
group.  They will be writing letters to targeted 
audiences including the OSU Administration, elected 
officials at the State and local level (county 
commissioners and administrators), and others. If you 
want to get involved in this important work, Contact 
Sherry  clackamasmg@gmail.com 
  
The business meeting agenda was full.  If you are 
interested in more details, minutes or reports, they 
are archived on the website at omga.org.  Here are 
some highlights: Overview of financial reports, dues 
(keeping the same), and a draft budget for 2023 was 
discussed. More business to continue at the next 
meeting with a review and revising of our OMGA By-
laws, Job Descriptions, and P&P.  Leslie Ray was 
appointed to serve as interim OMGA Vice President 
to serve in this role until elections in November.  
 
Our 2022 Joy of Gardening Conference was critiqued 
as most favorable.  Thanks to the Mini-College 
planning committee, which included our Eric Bosler! 
There is continuing discussion regarding pros and cons 
of such an event, its location, and time of year.  A 
special meeting via zoom will be conducted 
BEFORE our November meeting to develop 
some alternatives to present to the entire board 
for a decision then. There was also discussion 
about returning to in-person OMGA Quarterly 
meetings (travel and expenses) and/or to 
continue on Zoom!  
     
The OMGA Gardener’s Pen Newsletter will 
be available late September. It is also 
archived on the OMGA website.  The link 
will be available in the newsletter and 
Megan’s Monday Updates. Lastly, 
OMGA Executive Board elections will 

(Continued on page 4) 

mailto:clackamasmg@gmail.com
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be at the November meeting. Please look to your membership for MGs willing to fill our leadership positions for 
2023. The 4th Quarter meeting will be on November 4 on Zoom. 
Anny VanNatta 
State Representative  

(Continued from page 3) 

 

Are you a supporter of Extension Services in 

Hood River County?  Would you like to help us 

better meet community needs now and in the 

future? Please consider volunteering as a 

representative to the Extension Community 

Advisory Network (ECAN). The purpose of the 

ECAN is to provide a network of geographically 

diverse, multi-dimensional volunteers who are 

willing to advocate and coordinate local advocacy 

on behalf of the OSU Extension Service; and to 

provide and coordinate local advice and counsel 

to Extension leadership regarding current and 

future direction for the Extension Service 

programs. ECAN representatives are appointed 

by the Regional Director and serve a two-year 

term. There are at least two meetings annually, 

including an annual or biennial meeting in Salem, 

consistent with biennial state legislature at “OSU 

Statewide Day” or “OSU Day” at the 

Capitol.  These meetings have been held online 

in the last few years.  Any travel expenses are 

covered by Extension.  

Please contact our HR County Extension Local 

Liaison, Lauren Kraemer, if interested. 

lauren.kraemer@oregonstate.edu 

Extension Community 
Advisory Network seeks 
Hood River County 
representative 

CGMGA Annual Picnic was 
Enjoyed by All 

Thirty CGMGA members and guests attended the 
annual picnic and meeting on Wednesday, September 
7, after excessive summer heat postponed this event 
from our traditional July date. We were rewarded for 
our patience with a beautiful evening on the lawn of 
our President Elect, Leanne Hogie. The potluck dishes 
were full of fresh garden produce with dessert items 
featuring local fruits in flakey pastry. An impromptu 
produce exchange also occurred when several Master 
Gardeners brought excess bounty from their gardens 
to share with others.  
 
Our social time and potluck feast was followed by a 
meeting that our President, Anne Gehrig skillfully 
kept short. Megan Wickersham shared some highlights 
of the 2023 class schedule, Eric Bosler gave insight on 
the new video equipment, purchased through 
CGMGA funds, that will allow live streaming classes 
to be more interactive, Leanne Hogie reported that 
our Recognition Event will be held at 6 PM on 
Wednesday, November 9 at the Hood River Valley 
Adult Center (mark your calendar!), and new FISH 

(Continued on page 5) 

mailto:lauren.kraemer@oregonstate.edu
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Food Bank garden leader, Tracy Willett explained the 
new format for maintaining this garden and gathered 
volunteer sign ups from Master Gardeners who agreed 
to ‘own’ a garden bed.  
 
Following the meeting, Leanne led us on a tour of her 2 
½ acre property that contains a vegetable garden, fruit 
& nut trees, grapes, flower beds designed for various 
light conditions, and lots of beautifully manicured lawn 
thanks to her spouse, Mike Hendricks.  
 
As the sun set over the horizon and an early fall chill 
was evident, we said our farewells and parted, knowing 
that we had all shared a special moment in time. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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HRSWCD Weed of the Month 
Italian Arum, also known as “orange candleflower” and 
“Italian lords and ladies,” is a non-native perennial that was 
introduced as an ornamental plant.  It has now naturalized 
and appears to be spreading.  Arum italicum is a woodland 
species and prefers moist, well-shaded environments.  It’s 
extremely difficult to eradicate once it becomes established 
and may spread from residential gardens into woodland 
areas. 
 
Italian arum produces an abundance of variegated green and 
white leaves.  The plant is 12” to 18” tall with arrowhead 
shaped leaves that are 8” to 12” long. They emerge in the spring from underground 
corms but die back in the summer. Pale hood like flowers are produced in late May 
and give off a displeasing odor.  Berries are formed in tight clusters and change color 
from light green to orange red. 
 
This plant is problematic because of its ability to form a dense cover in open sites. It 
can out-compete native plants and prevent their establishment.  Italian arum is also 
toxic to humans and animals.  All parts of Italian arum are poisonous.  Handling of 
the plant can cause skin irritation and ingestion can cause swelling of the mouth, 
tongue and throat.  Breathing difficulties can follow as well as burning pain and 
stomach upset. 
 
One of the best ways to control this plant is to prevent its spread.  Often, chemical 
control only burns back foliage and does not hurt the corms (like bulbs) underground.  Digging and disposing of 
the small underground corms in the garbage can help.  However, manual removal is only recommended on small 
patches, because if the plant is not completely eradicated, the soil disturbance can increase its spread.  If you have 
it on your land, do not let it go to seed.  Wearing gloves, cut and bag all seed heads, and dispose of them in the 
garbage.  For information about control, contact your local Extension Master Gardeners.  
 
Unfortunately this plant is still available commercially and can be found in some residential gardens. If a landowner 
in Hood River County believes he or she has Italian arum, please report it to the Oregon Invasives Hotline at 
www.oregoninvasiveshotline.org or 1-866-INVADER.  For more information about Italian arum visit the website: 
www.columbiagorgecwma.org  

Will Butterflies Visit Your 
Sugar Water Feeder? 

https://www.birdsandblooms.com/
gardening/attracting-butterflies/
butterflies-sugar-water/?  

Native Plant Picks for Bees: 
10 Species You Can Grow to 
Support Wild Bees in Oregon 
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/pub/em-

9363? 

http://www.oregoninvasiveshotline.org
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/attracting-butterflies/butterflies-sugar-water/?_cmp=BNBINsider&_ebid=BNBINsider942022&_mid=528123&ehid=5cd8d612ce3cecb2737e588cd8b281178f4acda4&_PermHash=c9f94db5917a67177209e2d5976abcad8940c0cfe9700768a19891effcb2393
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/attracting-butterflies/butterflies-sugar-water/?_cmp=BNBINsider&_ebid=BNBINsider942022&_mid=528123&ehid=5cd8d612ce3cecb2737e588cd8b281178f4acda4&_PermHash=c9f94db5917a67177209e2d5976abcad8940c0cfe9700768a19891effcb2393
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/attracting-butterflies/butterflies-sugar-water/?_cmp=BNBINsider&_ebid=BNBINsider942022&_mid=528123&ehid=5cd8d612ce3cecb2737e588cd8b281178f4acda4&_PermHash=c9f94db5917a67177209e2d5976abcad8940c0cfe9700768a19891effcb2393
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/pub/em-9363?_hsmi=225478726&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-803QgVXgGLYRyhP1hqd-Dr30zAbve-FG7H2z3TBjg2_QbSa9uXjPn0cIn8rfrdjZpZl8yNgeG758BJyDBLkEN-EGchoA
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/pub/em-9363?_hsmi=225478726&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-803QgVXgGLYRyhP1hqd-Dr30zAbve-FG7H2z3TBjg2_QbSa9uXjPn0cIn8rfrdjZpZl8yNgeG758BJyDBLkEN-EGchoA
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The Pros and Cons of Growing 
Common Milkweed 

https://www.birdsandblooms.com/

gardening/attracting-butterflies/the-pros-

and-cons-of-common-milkweed/ 

Fish Garden 
At the FISH garden, we have been both relishing the 
last harvests and putting the field away for the winter. 
New MG Mary Corl has joined the steering committee 
and brings experience and perspective.  We are in the 
process of tarping the east side which will be fallow for 
a year, as well as organizing the tools and miscellany 
that accumulate. We had ground cherry tastings on 
our breaks! 

(Continued on page 8) 

Volunteer opportunities 

https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/attracting-butterflies/the-pros-and-cons-of-common-milkweed/
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/attracting-butterflies/the-pros-and-cons-of-common-milkweed/
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/attracting-butterflies/the-pros-and-cons-of-common-milkweed/
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Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion events and 
meetings continue both at our local level and at the 
state level - with appropriate breaks for summer 
vacation fun. The Radio Tierra program on gardening, 
La Jardineria, continues for its last 2 programs on Oct 
13 and Oct 27 from 8 to 9 am as we chat about final 
harvest, food preservation, fall plantings and putting 
your garden to bed. That show will resume in the 
spring. We also continue to make progress on 
developing a "Tool Library" in association with the 
Hood River County Library of Things. Ideas for tools, 
please contact Anne Gehrig or Leanne Hogie. Again, 
we hope to have this Library up and ready for gardening 
in the spring. 

On the state level, groups are working on revamping 
Seed to Supper, looking for new materials to present 
and developing a survey of who we are as Master 
Gardeners.   
Leanne   

Volunteer opportunities 

Library Garden 
The October Library Garden work party will be 

from 9 to11 on Friday, October 21. Note that 

we are back to our usual time frame, the third 

Friday of the month.  Bring your small tools, a 

bucket, and your gloves. I’ll bring my van and 

the rest of my gear. Call or text me if you have 

questions or suggestions. Norma, 509-969-2187 

Thank you. Norma 

Teen volunteers in the garden have been good fun. 
One told me he had never worked in a garden and 
never eaten some of the foods we grow; he was 
thrilled by the act of harvesting zucchini and told his 
mentor he is thinking of starting a garden. Another had 
homework to list 8 strengths and weaknesses and share 
it with his parents; we were challenged to do the same 
with our family.  
 
On October 1 we are having a special all-hands-on-
board work party from 9am-12pm.  We are going to 
lay out beds and paths, as well as plant cover crops for 
next year.  We hope to get it done in three hours.  

(Continued from page 7) 

JEDI 

Upcoming events 

Gardens Visit - Thursday Oct 6 - 
3:30-5ish  
3 inside one fabulous fence! 
Look for the tall, circular, wooden sign on the West side of the 
Parking lot, of the Hood River Valley Adult Center….2010 Sterling 
Dr. (just off of Brookside Dr.) It’s also known as the Senior Center; 
and the place where we will have our MG Recognition Event. 
The sign signifies the Scott Johnson memorial Community 
Garden. This has garden space for individuals/families in the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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community. It began as a blackberry thicket, covered 
in river rock. The lower half is the Kitchen Garden, 
to grow veggies & fruits for Meals on Wheels and 
weekday lunches in the dining room.  The ground is 
uneven…Walk carefully/ slowly, like you would in 
the woods! It was terrible clay soil on a distinct 
slope!!  The volunteers are building up the soil, with 
ecological, Science-based gardening techniques: 
like “Weedless Gardening,” “No-dig,” drip 
irrigation with gravity’s pull, “Companion 
Planting,” make our own compost. The Pollinator 
Hedgerow is a raised row, along the perimeter/
under the fence.  We plant what the bees and 
butterflies like best so there are blooms available 8 
months of the year, and we see lots of bee activity 
when weather is calm. The wicked wind is murder on 
the plants lowers production of vegetables. We are 
working on that challenge this fall. With a donation, 
we will build some raised beds, to help with 
mobility; and some cold frames for extending the 
growing season. (a combination of cloche above a 
raised bed is ready to be assembled!). Volunteers have 
been preparing composted soil for the raised beds! 
More Information will be in Megan’s Monday Update 
or Contact: Anny VanNatta gardenanny2@gmail.com 

(Continued from page 8) 

Upcoming events 

mailto:gardenanny2@gmail.com
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Holiday Greenery Event 

Please join us on Saturday, December 3 for the 12th 
annual Holiday Greenery Event. For those who have 
never participated, this is an opportunity for you to get 
creative and make swags and wreaths, with a little 
guidance from fellow Master Gardeners. We create for 
ourselves and also make a huge variety of items as a 
service project for distribution through the FISH Food 
Bank and WGAP. I will have floral wire, though feel 
free to bring your own and any other items you might 
have to contribute, such as ribbon, wreath rings, and 
miscellaneous décor. Please, as you put your gardens to 
bed for the winter, consider saving and/or drying 
anything you think might look neat in a decorative 
project, including herbs, seed heads, rosehips and 
lichen. Recycling is encouraged and donations of any 
supplies including ribbon (especially 2" wired) are 
welcome. It doesn’t even need to be holiday colors. 
Even if you’re unable to come to Saturday’s wreath 

making, any contributions of greenery would be 
appreciated. We need and appreciate donations of a 
variety of greenery. Please leave items in the shade 
structure, next to the greenhouse. Thanks!! We always 
appreciate talented bowmakers who can make up some 
bows in advance and also be on hand through much of 
the day.  
Shari 

Master Gardener Graduation and Celebration! 

Let's all gather on November 9 at 6 pm at the Hood River Adult Center to celebrate our successful gardening year 
and welcome the new Master Gardeners to our chapter as they receive their graduation certificates!   We are 
returning to a long-time CGMGA tradition of a potluck dinner followed by the program and graduation.  Mark 
your calendars and see you on Wednesday 11/9 from 6 to 8 pm.  Spouses and significant others welcome.  

Leanne 

 

In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit 

articles or calendar items by the 3rd Friday. Send newsletter information to 

Shari Bosler at sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

Newsletter Submissions 

mailto:sharibosler@hotmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submissions
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 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management 
Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

 Oregon Flora 

  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/  

 Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Click here to download 

Gardening Resources 

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities and materials on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.  

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://oregonflora.org
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/transplanting-established-trees-shrubs/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf

