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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/

u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1 

 

September 7: Wednesday 6-8pm: 

CGMGA Picnic/Quarterly meeting at 

Leanne’s (see details below) 

September 8: Thursday 8-9am: 

CGMGA’s La Jardineria Spanish Radio 

Program on Radio Tierra (details below)  

September 14: Wednesday 10-12pm: 

CGMGA Exec Comm Mtg (via zoom, 

contact Christie Bradley for link) 

September 23: Friday: Deadline for 

submissions to the October CGMGA 

newsletter   

September 22:  Thursday 8-9am: 

CGMGA’s La Jardineria Spanish Radio 

Program on Radio Tierra   

(Continued on page 2) 

Month at a Glance This afternoon, as I wilt under yet another 
heatwave, I am reminded of all the reasons I dislike 
August. It’s parched, brown, crackly and 31days 
long–without a single holiday to relieve the 
tedium.  Even the weeds seem to have given up in 
the heat’s relentless grip.   

But, ah, September…..September is our reward 
for enduring August.  Which of this month’s gifts 
will you enjoy the most:  Slipping into a jacket and 
a pair of  jeans on a cool fall evening?  Savoring the 
end-of-season garden bounty with a glass of red 
wine?  Actually finding a parking spot in downtown 
Hood River on a weekend?  There’s so much to 
love about September. It’s a month for farmers’ 
markets and bountiful harvests and celebrating all 
of the hard garden work of the preceding months.  

CGMGA will celebrate September with a picnic 
and association meeting at Leanne Hogie’s home on 
September 7 from 6-8.  Leanne’s address is 1804 
Markham Rd. in Hood River. All you need is a dish 
to share, a folding chair, plate and cutlery, and a 
beverage of choice. Family members are welcome. 
We promise to keep the business part short and the 
fun part long. We haven’t had many gatherings 

since Covid, so this is truly a reason to 
celebrate! 

Speaking of gatherings, we were 
sorry to miss the visit to Beth 

Flake’s garden in August, canceled 
due to an Excessive Heat Warning–
another August victim!  Hopefully 

Beth will be able to reschedule when the 
weather is kinder.  Kathy McGregor 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1
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From Shari: The next Quarterly OMGA (statewide) 
meeting will be on September 9, 2-4 pm on Zoom. An 
informal OMGA sharing meeting (the only in-person 
meeting this year), was held the afternoon before Mini
-College. Approximately 35 Master Gardeners from 
around the state participated in the discussion about 
how their 2021 Master Gardener classes went, 
including some who have gone to fall classes. There 
was frustration expressed about unfilled coordinator 
positions. Gail Langellotto, State MG program 
director, addressed these issues then and also later on 
during her keynote entitled Successes, Challenges and 
Opportunities of the Oregon Master Gardener 
Program. I was pleased to share about our successful 
classes and the skills that many of our 2021 trainees 
have brought to our chapter. And, it was great to see 
Scott Fitch and Nicole Gilbertson in attendance from 
our chapter. During the following 2 days, I enjoyed 
visiting and sharing with many of the 160 attendees. 
The classes and presenters were very good, including 
those that I took on the Growing and Care of Fig 
Trees, All About Irises, and Resources from Oregon 
Flora.  
  
From Eric: Mini College is always a great time. 

(Continued on page 3) 

will no longer be organizing garden visits, but if you 
have a garden you’d like to share, let Megan or me 
know and we’ll get the word out.   

As part of our quest to make gardening accessible to 
more people, the JEDI group is partnering with the 
Hood River County Library to provide tools for the 
Library of Things.  If you have a clean and serviceable 
tool that you would like to donate, please let me 
know.  Or perhaps you have an idea for a tool that 
you’ve always wanted but would only occasionally use 
(and don’t want to purchase and store).  It might be 
the perfect candidate for the tool library!   

The scorching afternoon has segued to a simmer–time 
to think about dinner and a cool drink.   Stay cool, stay 
healthy.  Happy SEPTEMBER! 

Anne 

agehrig5@hotmail.com 

(Continued from page 1) 

CGMGA & OMGA 

 

November 9: Wednesday: Recognition 

celebration at the Hood River Senior Center 

(Continued from page 1) 

Work Parties 
Learning Garden:  Thursdays, Sept 1, 15 and 29: 
9-11am 
Library Garden: Friday, Sept 23: 9-11am                 
Parkdale Garden: Wednesday, Sept 28: 9-12pm 
FISH Garden: Wednesdays: 8-10am and 4-7pm 
(Sept 7: 3-6pm)  

OMGA 

 
Extension Community 

Advisory Network seeks 

Hood River County 

representative 

Are you a supporter of Extension 

Services in Hood River 

County?  Would you like to help us 

better meet community needs now 

and in the future? Please consider 

volunteering as a representative to the 

Extension Community Advisory 

Network (ECAN). The purpose of the 

ECAN is to provide a network of 

geographically diverse, multi-

dimensional volunteers who are 

willing to advocate and coordinate 

(Continued on page 3) 

mailto:agehrig5@hotmail.com


3  

 

CENTRAL GORGE  

    

  

local advocacy on behalf of the OSU 

Extension Service; and to provide and 

coordinate local advice and counsel to 

Extension leadership regarding current 

and future direction for the Extension 

Service programs. ECAN 

representatives are appointed by the 

Regional Director and serve a two-

year term. There are at least two 

meetings annually, including an annual 

or biennial meeting in Salem, 

consistent with biennial state 

legislature at “OSU Statewide Day” or 

“OSU Day” at the Capitol.  These 

meetings have been held online in the 

last few years.  Any travel expenses 

are covered by Extension.  

Please contact our HR County 

Extension Local Liaison, Lauren 

Kraemer, if interested. 

lauren.kraemer@oregonstate.edu 

Educational opportunities, 
a chance to reconnect with 
MG friends from around the 
state, and to learn about what is 
going on with the other chapters, 
and make new friends who are 
committed to the program we love. 
Attendance was down a bit. Lingering 
Covid concerns and the heat were 
probably the main factors. The economical housing 
option is staying in a dorm at OSU. No a/c but we’ve 
done this before and a fan made us comfortable. All in 
all Mini College 2022 was a success. A “Silent 
Auction” is a prominent feature of Mini College. 
CGMGA contributed a number of items and the gross 
sales were just over $5100.00. Not a record but pretty 
close. The Send-a-Friend raffle is another perennial 
favorite and 3 lovely prizes plus some over the top 
hawking of tickets resulted in $400.00 which will be 
used next year to fund Mini College scholarships.  

Oregon Master Gardener Association Mini College is a 
mandated educational program conducted in 
cooperation with OSU. As an educational outreach 
this year’s conference was very successful. In addition 
it provides a vehicle for Master Gardeners from 
around the state to share their Chapter’s successes, 
challenges, and establish relationships which can 
further the common goal of horticultural educational 
outreach to the communities we serve. Look for the 
Mini College schedule for 2023…come and join 
us.  Eric Bosler 

CGMGA & OMGA 

(Continued from page 2) (Continued from page 2) 

Ice Cream Social at the Parkdale Memorial Garden 
by Margo Dameier 
An Ice Cream Social was sponsored by the Parkdale Garden Club on August 14, 2022 and was attended by 
members of the Parkdale, Odell, and Hood River Valley Evening Garden Clubs, Central Gorge Master Gardeners, 
and community members. Everyone enjoyed ice cream, cookies, and root beer floats, while touring the Parkdale 
Memorial Garden. For some, it was a return trip to a garden that they have spent many hours in. For others, it was 
a first-time experience. The consensus of all was that the Parkdale Memorial Garden is a treasure of the Upper 
Hood River Valley.  
Established in 1965 by local families, this garden received a Blue Star Memorial Bi-Way Marker in 2021, and won 
the Garden of Distinction Award from the Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs in 2022. The Parkdale 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Memorial Garden is respectfully cared for by the 
Parkdale Garden Club, Central Gorge Master 
Gardener Association, and community members. 
Central Gorge Master Gardener's receive volunteer 
hours for participating in the care and maintenance of 
the Parkdale Memorial Garden. The remaining work 
parties for this season are scheduled from 9 AM until 
noon on August 27, September 28, and October 22. 
You're encouraged to join in at any time during these 
hours, or on your own time. For more information, 
contact Bill Sturman, wmasturman@gmail.com 

(Continued from page 3) 

CGMGA & OMGA 

mailto:wmasturman@gmail.com
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Educational Tidbits 

HRSWCD Weed of the Month 

Tree of Heaven 
Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) sounds lovely – 
but it is not. This very invasive deciduous tree has 
spread vigorously in the Columbia Gorge along forest 
edges, roadways, the waterfront, and open areas and 
has recently been in the news because of its association 
with an emerging agricultural pest, the spotted 
lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula). Tree of Heaven is the 
preferred host for the spotted lanternfly, who use it as 
a food source and a breeding location. If introduced in 
Oregon, spotted lanternfly poses a serious threat to 
tree fruit and grape production.  

Tree of Heaven can grow up to 80 feet tall and six feet 
in diameter and has pale grey bark, light brown twigs 
and large, pinnately compound alternate leaves. Each 
compound leaf is made up of 11-25 leaflets, arranged 
opposite each other. The compound leaves can grow 
up to four feet long, and each leaflet has one to several 
glands near their base. The glands produce a scent that 
is attractive to the spotted lanternfly. 

Tree of Heaven looks similar to black walnut, sumac 
and ash and can be distinguished by its fuzzy brown 
twigs and seed heads that stand erect. It also has a 
strong stench, particularly from its flowers, that has 
been likened to cat urine or rotten peanut butter.   

Tree of Heaven has large showy clusters of small 
yellow-green flowers in June that produce flat, single-
seeded winged fruits in summer. One tree can 
produce an estimated 325,000 seeds each season 
leading to the formation of dense thickets which 
reduce wildlife habitat. Roots and leaves also produces 
chemicals that adversely affect the germination, 
growth, survival, and reproduction of other plants 
nearby. Due to its rapid growth, the trees can be 
structurally weak and shed branches, while roots often 
damage pavement, roads, and buildings.   

Tree of Heaven can be controlled numerous ways. The 
best way is to not plant it in the first place! The next 
easiest is to pull out the small seedlings before the tap 
root develops. Larger trees can be cut, although that 

(Continued on page 6) 
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will only slow it down, not kill it. Cutting will also 
cause the tree to re-sprout vigorously. If cutting down 
trees, it is recommended that cutting be followed by 
painting the stump with an herbicide to improve 
control. Subsequent herbicide treatment of root 
suckers may also be needed.   

You can also reduce the spread of this tree by cutting 
and bagging the seed heads on female trees. Tree of 
Heaven is dioecious, meaning plants are either male or 
female. Targeting reduction of female trees is a 
strategic way to slow this weedy and persistent 
invasive.  

If you have Tree of Heaven and you live in 
Underwood Conservation District’s service area, you 
can get assistance with removal and replacement of 
Tree of Heaven with native, locally adapted trees. 
Check out their website www.ucdwa.org for more 
information. Currently there is no similar program in 
Oregon.  

(Continued from page 5) Common weed may be 'super plant' 
that holds key to drought-resistant 
crops  
https://phys.org/news/2022-08-common-weed-
super-key-drought-resistant.html  
Eric  

Why Native Plants Are Better for Birds and People -  

Bird-friendly landscaping provides food, saves water,  

and fights climate change.   

https://www.audubon.org/news/why-native-plants-are-better-birds-and-people 
 
Included within this article is a short 4 min. video by Doug Tallamy, author of Bringing Nature Home & 
professor / chair in the Dept of Entomology & Wildlife Ecology, Univ of Delaware  
CJ 

How to Make Your 
Yard Bird-Friendly  

https://www.audubon.org/news/how-
make-your-yard-bird-friendly-0 
CJ 

http://www.ucdwa.org
https://phys.org/news/2022-08-common-weed-super-key-drought-resistant.html
https://phys.org/news/2022-08-common-weed-super-key-drought-resistant.html
https://www.audubon.org/news/why-native-plants-are-better-birds-and-people
https://www.audubon.org/news/how-make-your-yard-bird-friendly-0
https://www.audubon.org/news/how-make-your-yard-bird-friendly-0
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Volunteer opportunities 

Library Garden 

The September Library Garden work party will be 
from 9 to11 on Friday, September 23. Note that date 
is the fourth Friday of September. Bring your small 
tools, a bucket, and your gloves. I’ll bring my van and 
the rest of my gear.  Call or text me if you have 
questions or suggestions. Norma, 509-969-2187 

FISH Garden 

The FISH Garden work parties will occur on 
Wednesdays mornings from 8-10am and Wednesday 
afternoons from 4-7 pm. One exception is the date of 
the association picnic when it will be from 3-6 pm.  

The Spirit of Grace FISH Food Bank Garden welcomes 
new Master Gardener Mary Corl to the Steering 
Committee. The steering committee includes Scott 
Fitch, Tracy Willett, Dennis Carlson, Megan 
Wickersham, former coordinator Ann Lameka, and 
Spirit of Grace Church representative and Debby 
Chenoweth, former Operations Project Manager at 
Bonneville Dam. Mary serves on the FISH Garden 
steering committee to fill the slot previously held by 
the garden coordinator.  

Upcoming events 

Save the Date: 

CGMGA Picnic and Quarterly Meeting 
Wednesday, September 7: 6:00-8:00 PM 

Leanne Hogie’s House, 1804 Markham Road in Hood River 
(There is an old black bike with the address and a long paved driveway to the west.   
Park on the north side of the driveway) 

It’s been too long since we last gathered together as a chapter!  
Join us for good food and great conversation, as well as to hear  
important project and funding updates from the CGMGA board. 

Please bring:  
Folding chairs 
A dish to share 
Beverage of Choice 
Plate and cutlery 

Family members welcome. There is lots of lawn and plenty  
of afternoon shade, room to set up yard games to entertain  
“kids” both young and old! 
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In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit articles 

or calendar items by the 3rd Friday. Send newsletter information to Shari Bosler at 

sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

 

 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management 
Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

 Oregon Flora 

  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/  

 Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Click here to download 

Gardening Resources 

Newsletter Submissions 

mailto:sharibosler@hotmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submissions
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://oregonflora.org
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/transplanting-established-trees-shrubs/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf

