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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/

r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1 

 

August 10: Wednesday 10-12pm: CGMGA 

Exec Comm Mtg (via zoom, contact Christie 

Bradley for link)  

August 11: Thursday 8-9am: CGMGA’s La 

Jardineria Spanish Radio Program on Radio 

Tierra (details below)  

August 14: Sunday 1-4pm: Parkdale Garden 

ice cream social   

August 18: Thursday 6:00 pm: Garden Visit 

at Beth Flake’s, 3690 Westcliff Drive (details 

below) 

August 19: Friday: Deadline for submissions 

to the September CGMGA newsletter   

August 25:  Thursday 8-9am: CGMGA’s La 

Jardineria Spanish Radio Program on Radio 

Tierra   

August 26: Friday: 8-9am: CGMGA on the 

radio KIHR 

November 9: Wednesday: Recognition 

celebration at the Hood River Senior Center 

Month at a Glance 

My husband and I have been enjoying salads and stir

-fry dishes from the garden for weeks now and are 

looking forward to that first ripe tomato and the 

upcoming salsa season. We feel fortunate to have 

such a lovely array of fresh, healthy produce right 

outside our door. 

Not everyone in our community is as fortunate, 

however. Many families depend on the local food 

bank for fresh fruits and vegetables.  At the July 

executive committee meeting we learned that the 

FISH food bank garden is losing its volunteer 

coordinator.  Master Gardeners involved with this 

project will assume the responsibilities currently 

handled by the coordinator, but much more help is 

needed to keep this garden growing and the 

produce flowing.  I encourage 

you to read Kathy’s article 

in this newsletter to see 

how you can help with 

this vital community 

service. 

In July a group of MG’s and 

spouses held a work party 

at the ecolawn to remove 

(Continued on page 2) 

August is the season of abundance.  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1
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CGMGA & OMGA 

 

Work Parties 

Learning Garden:  

Thursdays, August 4, 18, 

and Sept 1st: 9-11am 

Library Garden: Friday, 

Friday, August 19: 9-11am                   

Parkdale Garden: 

Saturday, August 27: 9am                                       

FISH Garden: 

Wednesdays: 4-7pm  

sod and sterilize the soil for the pollinator garden that 

will be installed this fall. The bees were gracious and 

accommodating about the noisy work going on in their 

front yard.  I’m sure that bees, birds, and butterflies 

alike will all appreciate this pollinator “food bank” in 

the months to come.   

If you’re looking for other ways to become involved in 

the Master Gardening program, why not consider 

running for the position of OMGA rep when the 

current term ends?  Representatives serve as a liaison 

between our local chapter and the state organization. 

You’ll meet with other MG’s throughout the state at 

the quarterly meetings and share a written report with 

CGMGA on what’s happening at the state 

level.  You’ll get payback hours, of course, and since 

meetings are currently virtual, there’s no need to 

leave the comfort of your favorite chair to 

participate.  If you’d like more information, please 

contact me or Leanne.   

Like August temperatures, Covid numbers are 

rising,  so stay cool, stay hydrated, and stay 

healthy!  Happy gardening! 

Anne Gehrig 

President 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
Extension Community Advisory 
Network seeks Hood River 
County representative 

Are you a supporter of Extension Services in 

Hood River County?  Would you like to help us 

better meet community needs now and in the 

future? Please consider volunteering as a 

representative to the Extension Community 

Advisory Network (ECAN). The purpose of the 

ECAN is to provide a network of geographically 

diverse, multi-dimensional volunteers who are 

willing to advocate and coordinate local 

advocacy on behalf of the OSU Extension 

Service; and to provide and coordinate local 

advice and counsel to Extension leadership 

regarding current and future direction for the 

Extension Service programs. ECAN 

representatives are appointed by the Regional 

Director and serve a two-year term. There are 

at least two meetings annually, including an 

annual or biennial meeting in Salem, consistent 

with biennial state legislature at “OSU 

Statewide Day” or “OSU Day” at the 

Capitol.  These meetings have been held online 

in the last few years.  Any travel expenses are 

covered by Extension.  

Please contact our HR County Extension Local 

Liaison, Lauren Kraemer, if interested. 

lauren.kraemer@oregonstate.edu 

mailto:lauren.kraemer@oregonstate.edu
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Educational tidbits 

HRSWCD Weed of the Month 

Canada thistle is a wide spread invasive weed that’s a 
common problem in cultivated fields and pastures.  It’s 
a perennial plant that spreads both by seed and by 
creeping horizontal roots (called rhizomes). This weed 
is very difficult to kill. 
 
Canada thistle has multiple small pink to purple 
flowers that are bristly and 1/2 inch long and wide. 
The plants are usually 3 to 5 feet tall with green leaves 
that are glossy on the upper surface and wooly on the 
underside. The leaves are irregularly lobed with sharp 
spines. Seeds have tufts of tan hair loosely attached to 
the tip and are dispersed by the wind. They can remain 
viable in the soil for up to 20 years.  

 
This plant reproduces both from seeds and from rhizomes.  A plant can send up new shoots from its extensive root 
system just 6 weeks after germination. After one growing season a single plant can develop a root system with a 20 
foot spread. Roots that are cut can grow into new plants.  Tillage and cultivation will spread infestations, but may 
also be carefully used to control plants, as described below.  
 
Canada thistle grows best on open, moist, disturbed areas including roadsides, meadows, pastures, ditches, 
campgrounds, landslides, logged and fire areas.  
 
Control Canada thistle by hand-pulling early in the season or by tilling the soil every 3 weeks for an entire growing 
season.  Control can also be obtained with the use of herbicides (contact the OSU Extension Master Gardeners). 
Timely mowing can be used to prevent the plants from going to seed.  Grazing is not an effective means of control 
as Canada thistle is not palatable and animals tend to avoid it. 

Kaitlin Stainbrook 
Learn interesting ladybug facts, including what bugs 
ladybugs eat and why you want this charming insect in 
your backyard. 
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/
gardening/garden-bugs/10-things-didnt-
know-ladybugs 
Cj 

7 Fascinating Ladybug Facts 
You Didn’t Know  

Summer Tree Watering Tips 
Karen Black-Jenkins 

 
Got Water? 

Warm, breezy days and lots of sun indicate its 
summertime in the Gorge! While many native plants 
are well adapted to the Gorge’s hot, dry, summers it is 
good to have a watering plan for your most valuable 
landscape plants, including your trees. How long does 
it take to replace a fifty-year-old tree? Maybe another 
50 years, or a big check to cover the cost of hiring 
professionals to transplant a mature nursery tree.  

(Continued on page 4) 

https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/garden-bugs/10-things-didnt-know-ladybugs
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/garden-bugs/10-things-didnt-know-ladybugs
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/garden-bugs/10-things-didnt-know-ladybugs
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Volunteer opportunities 

Educational tidbits 

Did you know that on average a tree in your yard needs 
at least 10 gallons of water per week for every inch 
diameter of tree trunk? For example, a 2” diameter tree 
planted this spring should receive at least 20 gallons of 
water each week. When temperatures are consistently 
reaching the upper 80s and higher, and with desiccating 
winds, young trees need more water. Ideally, young 
trees will receive at least one good, deep, soak per 
week, which encourages the tree to grow deep, strong 
roots. Don’t assume your lawn and turf irrigation is 
watering your trees. Lawn irrigation does not water 
trees effectively. It generally reaches only the first few 
inches of soil, encouraging weak surface roots to grow.  

When was the last time you watered the young trees in 
your yard? Please be sure to water your trees and 
mature bushes during our hot summer weather. And 
don’t forget to mulch your trees, with a layer of mulch 
1-3” thick, spread out under the entire canopy of the 
tree, and not touching the trunk of the tree. This mulch 
layer will help regulate the temperature of your trees’ 
roots and retain moisture. 

One of my favorite watering tips is to take a bucket 
(empty 5 gallon cleaned out paint bucket) and drill 4- 8 
small (1/16th inch) holes in the bottom. Place the 

bucket at the dripline of the tree, fill with water from 
the hose, and let the water slowly drain into the soil. 
Move the bucket around the root zone and repeat, 
depending on much water you’d like your tree to have. 
Remember that deep watering once or twice a month is 
better than more frequent shallow watering. Interested 
in more information on watering plants? Visit the 
landscape plant page at UFL: 

https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/irrigation2.shtml 

And this page from the Arobr Day Foundation for tree 

care and watering tips: https://www.arborday.org/

trees/index-planting.cfm 

(Continued from page 3) 

Changes in the Learning Garden 
Tuesday, 7/12, we started the preparation for our 
new Pollinator Garden at the Learning Garden. Sandi, 
Eric, Shari, Kim, Sandy, Joanne, Katie, Anne and 
husbands, Ian, Tom and John worked for 2 hours, 
removing sod from the Eco lawn, and thus increasing 
the planting beds. Ian ran the sod cutter after Tom and 
Eric figured out how to run the machine. The rest of 
us rolled up the sod, loaded it in Tom’s trailer and 
deposited it near the Extension burn pile.  Next, we 
laid 4mil weight plastic on the newly exposed area, 

(Continued on page 5) 

https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/irrigation2.shtml
https://www.arborday.org/trees/index-planting.cfm
https://www.arborday.org/trees/index-planting.cfm
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Volunteer Opportunities 

securing it with fabric stables. In 2 months, we hope 
the area has been sufficiently sterilized so that the Eco 
lawn will not be propagating in our new beds. Next 
steps will include actually designing the garden with 
native pollinators, installing hardscape in the form of a 
stone path and bench, compositing the beds and the 
actual planting. Please let me know if you are 
interested in helping with any of the above steps 
(sandyhmontag@gmail.com) mixing compost in the 
beds and the actual planting. Please let me know if you 
are interested in helping with any of the above steps 
(sandyhmontag@gmail.com)  

(Continued from page 4) 

Library Garden 
To our Waterwise Garden (HR Library Garden) 
volunteers: Our regularly scheduled August work date 
is Friday, August 19 from 9-11, but this month I'm 
adding an option of DIY scheduling. If you would like 
an evening session that week, let me know, and I'l meet 
you there with the "Master Gardeners at 

Work" sandwich board, a variety of tools, and my van 
to carry away the debris. Please plan ahead and RSVP 
with me so that I know you are coming. Norma @509-
969-2187 or benson.norma@gmail.com. I'd love to 
see some new faces and meet new volunteers. Bring a 

(Continued on page 6) 

mailto:sandyhmontag@gmail.com
mailto:sandyhmontag@gmail.com
mailto:benson.norma@gmail.com
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Volunteer opportunities 

few essential tools, and wear your badge. Parking is 
free in front of the library for Master Gardeners at 
work. We need to add some plants for more color in 
different seasons, so bring your ideas, too. Thank you! 
Norma  

(Continued from page 5) JEDI Update 
Our JEDI group has been working in several areas to 
increase the diversity, equity and inclusiveness of our 
work as Master Gardeners.  The first area is a very 
exciting one:  We have a CGMGA Spanish Radio 
Program!   La Jardineria is broadcasting live every 
other Thursday morning from 8 to 9 on Radio 
Tierra.  Hopefully there will be a rebroadcast on the 
"non-live" weeks.  Radio Tierra, KZAS, is on 95.1 In 
Hood River, 95.9 in Stevenson, 96.7 in Carson, 107.1 
in Parkdale and 107.7 in The Dalles.  It is also on-line 
at radiotierra.org.  Listen in as Dennis, Kathy and 
Leanne talk about what is happening now in gardens in 
the area.  There will be guest speakers and you can 
also call in with your questions!  We are also ready to 
refer Spanish speakers to our new Spanish language 
Plant Clinic form and have people lined up to answer 
those questions.  Interested in being a DJ 
yourself?   Please join us! 

The group has also developed a Community Asset Map 
to better keep track of all the different partners we 
work with.  The group and the Executive Committee 
is still working to refine that document before we 
share it with everyone.  We have LOTS of partners. 

We're developing some new partners with the Tribal 
Food Sovereignty group and learning about some 
exciting work going on with Native foods.  We're also 
working with the Hood River Library to develop a 
Tools Lending Library - so we all don't need to buy a 
tool that we use once during the season.  Stay tuned 
for notices on when and how you can join those 
subgroups to more fully develop our activities.  All 
these initiatives can use more volunteers so we can 
keep moving forward. 

Our chapter is well represented in the state DEI group 
with Megan, Anne G., Jen H. and Leanne H. all 
participating.  The four focus areas at the state level 
for the rest of the year are curriculum development, 
enhancement of the Seed to Supper program, 
developing a new demographic survey of who we are, 
and communication and special events.  Good news 
from that group is that effective July 28 a lot more of 
the OSU gardening extension documents will be 
available in Spanish.   
Leanne Hogie  

FISH Garden 
As we have for the last 10 years, we have been busy in 
the FISH garden maintaining a variety of crops that we 
are now beginning to harvest. We could use your 
help, whether that is for 30 minutes or 3 hours. Every 
little bit of help makes a difference to the garden and 
in the lives of food bank clients.  
NOTE: In August, our work parties are 
changing from Tuesdays to Wednesdays from 
4 p.m. - 7p.m.  If you have any questions about 
the FISH garden and volunteering, please contact 
Kathy McGregor at and Tracy Willett 
at fishgardenvc@gmail.com.   
Amelia's Americorps term is finished at the end of July 

and Kathy and Tracy will be taking over the volunteer 

coordination role for the FISH garden starting in 

August. Thank you, Amelia, for your dedication and 

leadership! Plans for 2023 are under way to reformat 

the FISH Garden in a way that we think you will all 

like. More about that in the September newsletter, or 

contact Kathy at doc_kathy@charter.net or 541 806 

0958." 

mailto:fishgardenvc@gmail.com
mailto:doc_kathy@charter.net
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Parkdale Memorial Garden 
We are planning an ice cream social in the garden on 
Sunday, August 14, from 1:00 to 4:00.  Of course, you 
are all invited, but we also need to get the garden 
looking really good for this event.  Please join us to do 
some deadheading, raking, sweeping, weed pulling, 
etc.   

Parkdale Bicentennial Memorial Garden has been 
awarded the 2022 Garden of Distinction Award by the 
Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs.  This award 
is presented to an established garden within Oregon 
that is accessible to the public on an ongoing 
basis.  Parkdale Garden Club Co-Presidents Kathy 
Hannen-Smith and Kristina Friberg submitted an 
extensive book of evidence to OSFGC to demonstrate 
the beauty and importance of the garden to the 

community.  A panel of judges selected the Memorial 
Garden for this honor based on the book submitted and 
an actual visit by the organization’s president and board 
members at the Blue Star Marker dedication held last 
October.  Lifetime Master Gardener and Parkdale 
Garden Club member Trish Paige received the award 
on behalf of the Parkdale Garden Club at the 2022 
OSFGC convention in North Bend in June.  It is an 
honor to have the garden recognized by a statewide 
organization such as OSFGC.   

Thank you so much for your dedication to this great 

garden. 

Nancy  

Upcoming events 

Save the Date: Garden Visit! 

Mark your calendars for our first—maybe only?!—
Garden Visit of 2022. (Actually, Paul, I think we’ll 
count your Spring Garden Visit as our Kick-off.) 

On that note, we are always looking for MGs (new or 
“seasoned”) who would like to open their gardens to 
an informal evening get together. And we are excited 
this year to bring back the addition of potlucks! Food 
and drinks always make for a more enjoyable 
gathering. 

Garden Visit Details: 

Host: Beth Flake 

Date: Thursday, August 18th  

Time: 6:00 PM 

Address: 3690 Westcliff Drive 

Please Bring: Chairs, Plate and Cutlery, Yummy Dish 

to share. 

Family members welcome 

Please consider biking or carpooling, parking is 

limited. 

What’s happening at Underwood 
Conservation District 

UCD's Yard By Yard Program: https://
www.ucdwa.org/yard-by-yard 

UCD Farm Tool Library: https://www.ucdwa.org/
farm-tool-library 

Crop Talks this summer: https://www.ucdwa.org/
current-news/2022-crop-talks 

Tova, Underwood Conservation District 

https://www.ucdwa.org/yard-by-yard
https://www.ucdwa.org/yard-by-yard
https://www.ucdwa.org/farm-tool-library
https://www.ucdwa.org/farm-tool-library
https://www.ucdwa.org/current-news/2022-crop-talks
https://www.ucdwa.org/current-news/2022-crop-talks
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In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit articles 

or calendar items by the 3rd Friday. Send newsletter information to Shari Bosler at 

sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

 

 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management 
Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

 Oregon Flora 

  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/  

 Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Click here to download 

Gardening Resources 

Newsletter Submissions 

mailto:sharibosler@hotmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submissions
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://oregonflora.org
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/transplanting-established-trees-shrubs/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf

