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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  

 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/
u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1 

May 1: Sunday: Deadline for submission 

for CGMGA chapter awards (details 

below) 

May 7: Saturday: in-person day of our 

CGMGA plant sale, details below 

May 10: Tuesday 7pm: Garden Tour 

planning meeting via zoom, details below 

May 11: Wednesday 10-12pm: CGMGA 

Exec Comm Mtg (via zoom, contact 

Christie Bradley for link)  

May 20: Friday: Deadline for submissions 

to the February CGMGA newsletter   

May 24: Tuesday 7pm: Garden Tour 

planning meeting via zoom, details below 

June 18: Saturday: CGMGA 2022 Garden 

Tour 

July 29-30: Friday-Saturday: Mini-College 

at OSU  

Month at a Glance 

The calendar says it’s spring, but this snowy (!) April 
morning is masquerading as winter.  The onion sets 
and cilantro in my garden are buried under 20 inches of 
snow, and more is steadily falling.  Mother Nature has 
certainly thrown us a curveball–or would that be a 
snowball? 

Fortunately, all the plants for our annual plant sale are 
safely sheltering in place in the greenhouse, waiting to 
be relocated to their summer homes. The plant sale 
leaders and their team of volunteers all deserve a round 
of applause for their hard work. Mark your calendars 
for May 7, the day of our in-person sale. If you haven’t 
signed up to help yet, there are still some slots 
available. It’s a fun way to connect with other MG’s as 
well as with members of our community who look 
forward to this annual event.  Check out Sandi’s article 
in this newsletter for further details.   

June is right around the corner, and so is the June 18 
Garden Tour. Hopefully the snow will be a distant 
memory and the plants will all be looking their 
best.  It’s sure to be a day of gardening inspiration.   

Seed to Supper classes are winding down.  Eric, 
Megan, Christie, and I all had the pleasure of 
introducing 17 enthusiastic students to the joys (and 
challenges) of growing vegetables.  Lauren Kraemer 
will join the team for the last session.  She’ll guide the 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2021/12/1?tab=rc&pli=1
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CGMGA & OMGA 

 

Each chapter is asked to donate items (or gift baskets) with a 
retail value of approximately $25 each for the Silent Auction 
event at Mini-college……. Or we can use smaller items to pair 
up with others as a pair! 
Please email photos with descriptions & contact info: "Auction 
donation” to Anny, gardenanny2@gmail.com 
Auction  Suggestions: 
Gift certificates      Gift cards 
Gift baskets (empty or filled)  
Items to mix in gift basket  
Books or Art...    Wine    
Unique items     Useful items 
Anything for the garden       Yard Art Plants, NO native soil.  
Interesting planters or set of pots 
Container garden, sedum decor 
Garden tours /nature hikes    
Vacation packages/ ski lessons     
        Let your imagination go!! 
Donated items should be in new condition  
& are not limited to gardening items.  
Baskets are great when made up of several related items  
A book & a bottle of wine & wine  

Silent Auction Donation for Mini-College 

group in cooking a dish that they can prepare and share 
later in the season with the bounty from their soon-to-
be growing gardens.  Seed to Supper is one of several 
ways that Master Gardeners connect with others in the 
community to share their love of gardening.   

And speaking of sharing…. 

The classroom portion of our MG program ended on a 
sweet note April 13 with desserts, snacks, 
and presentations from project leaders. As I listened, I 
was reminded of something my granddaughter said a 
few years ago while waiting for her dad, a mechanic, to 
finish work: “This is the time of day when Daddy starts 
wondering which part goes where.”  Now that our 
training has ended, it’s time to transition to the 
volunteer portion of Master Gardening.  It’s the time of 
year when Master Gardeners and trainees are 
wondering which person goes where. Organizations are 

a lot like vehicles and machines:  they work best when 
all the parts are in the right place and working together. 
Our chapter is fortunate to have a pool of truly talented 
trainees this year–no wonder project leaders are 
hustling to recruit them for their teams. Whether it’s 
working to promote diversity and inclusion with the 
JEDI team or weeding and planting in the project 
gardens or writing educational articles for the 
newsletter or sharing information about gardening with 
the public, there’s a place for everyone to share his or 
her special talent. If you’re a trainee and haven’t found 
your special niche yet, be sure to check with your 
mentor or Megan.  And if you’re a veteran Master 
Gardener, maybe you’d like to try something new this 
year.   

Let’s all continue to grow together this spring. Happy 
connections! Happy gardening! 

Anne Gehrig 

President 

(Continued from page 1) 

Learning Garden: Thursdays, 
May 12 and 26: 9-11am 
Library Garden: Friday, May 
20: 9 to 11 am 
Parkdale Garden: Saturday 
May 28: 9am 
FISH Garden: Tuesdays 4-
7pm and Saturday May 14: 
9am-1pm  
JEDI group: 2nd and 4th 
Mondays: 10 am via zoom  

Work Parties 

mailto:gardenanny2@gmail.com
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HRSWCD Weed of the Month: 

Scotch Broom 

Scotch broom was introduced as an ornamental along 
highway corridors and in western Oregon as a dune 
stabilizer.  It is now one the most extensive forest 
weed species.  
 
Scotch broom is an attractive evergreen shrub. It has 
many slender, erect, dark green branches with small 
leaves up to half an inch long. It grows from 3 to 10 
feet in height.  In May it is covered with bright yellow 
pea like flowers.  The flowers mature to flattened seed 
pods that contain up to a dozen seeds each.  Dried 
pods will crack and pop open in mid-summer and eject 
the seeds a short distance.  A single plant can produce 
well over 20,000 seeds that last in the soil for more 
than 30 years (some estimates are as long as 80 years). 
 
Scotch broom easily invades disturbed sites, natural 
areas, dunes and forest lands. This weed displaces 
native and beneficial plants and smothers tree 
seedlings, hampering reforestation efforts. It causes 
loss of grassland and open forest habitat. Flowers and 
seeds are toxic to humans and most animals. Scotch 
broom creates highly flammable fuels increasing 
wildfire danger. Control costs for this weed exceed 
$47 million annually. 
 
Scotch broom can be controlled by various methods 
depending upon the severity and the location of the 
infestation.  Plants can be pulled when they are small 
and dug when they are larger.  They can be cut 
between flowering and seed production and stumps 
can be treated with herbicides (check with the OSU 
Extension Master Gardeners for advice).  Do not put 
plants with seed pods in compost or yard waste. They 
should be bagged and placed in the garbage.  Do not 
burn plants with seed pods; when exposed to fire, its 
seeds burst from their seed pods. 
 
If you are looking for a yellow blooming bush for 
spring color, rather than planting Scotch broom 
consider the native Tall Oregon Grape or the 
ornamental Forsythia hybrid. 



4  

 

CENTRAL GORGE  

    
Educational Tidbits 



5  

 

CENTRAL GORGE  

    

Educational Tidbits 



6  

 

CENTRAL GORGE  

  

Educational Tidbits 

Should You Use Coffee Grounds in 
the Garden? 

Melinda Myers 

Should you save your coffee grounds and add them to 

your garden soil?  Learn how the garden expert says 

gardeners should use coffee grounds. 

https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/

gardening-basics/coffee-grounds-in-garden/? 
ThamKC/Getty Images Coffee grounds being used as plant fertilizer  

Can I spread coffee grounds at the bases of trees and shrubs to add nitrogen to the soil?” asks Ken Long of 
Middletown, Ohio. 
You’ve probably heard of local cafés saving their coffee grounds for community gardens. It’s true to a point, but 
you still need to know what you’re doing. 
Do coffee grounds make your soil richer? Coffee grounds can successfully be used in indoor and outdoor gardens, 
but moderation is key. Avoid applying large quantities of fresh grounds to the soil. This can temporarily tie up soil 
nutrients. Plus, coffee contains allelopathic chemicals that inhibit the growth of certain plants. 
The best place for coffee grounds is the compost pile. Composting grounds as a first step eliminates both issues 
while allowing you to recycle your morning grounds into a wonderful soil amendment. 

When to Prune Lilacs 

"New lilac flower buds form on old wood." 
Melinda Myers 
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/
gardening-basics/when-prune-lilacs/  
“My lilac tree is beautifully shaped, but I need it to be 
smaller. Where do I start?” 
 
With any type of lilac, you should only prune branches 
right after the flowers fade to enjoy maximum spring 
color the next year. New lilac buds from old wood. So 
if you start snipping in summer, fall or in spring before 
they bloom, you’ll cut off the forming buds and the 
plant will not bloom. 

HOW TO PRUNE LILACS 
TO MAKE YOUR PLANT A LITTLE SHORTER, REMOVE 
SEVERAL OF THE LARGER STEMS TO GROUND LEVEL. 
THIS WILL ENCOURAGE NEW GROWTH AT THE BASE 
OF THE PLANT. REDUCE THE HEIGHT BY NO MORE 
THAN A FOURTH OF THE PLANT EACH YEAR. 
Here’s exactly how you should do it. Make cuts above 
an outward-facing branch or healthy buds. Repeat this 
process over the next few years and you will have a 

shorter plant with greenery from the tip of the stem to 
ground level. Cutting the whole plant back to the 
ground can result in a larger plant than you started 
with, and that means even more pruning to achieve 
your desired results.  

https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/gardening-basics/coffee-grounds-in-garden/
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/gardening-basics/coffee-grounds-in-garden/
https://gty.im/477848528
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/gardening-basics/composting/
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/gardening-basics/when-prune-lilacs/
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/gardening-basics/when-prune-lilacs/
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Pat Morrison’s Shade 

Garden 
Pat Morrison has a shade garden in the depths of the 
Gorge rain belt.  Pat's Garden allows native plants to 
establish themselves and works creatively with Mr. 
Native Moss!  These photographs show this splendid 
design in action.  If you also have a shady spot in your 
garden, Pat's Garden shows you how to accentuate 
what nature offers. 

Pat's key ideas for the rest of us are- 

1.  Get to know your yard & do nothing for the 1st 

year --- Example:  Pat's garden   inherited a juniper 

hedge, which turned out to be a PLUS in that it 

protects a part of the garden from the Gorge winds & 

creates a thriving microhabitat 

2.  Focus on one small area at a time 

3.  Be patient 
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Plant Sale 2022 Update 

We have almost made it everyone!  Our seed starting 
and up potting work parties have been very successful 
thanks to 41 of us participating! 

Our online sale has gone well with Shopify as our 
platform, and we are sold out of about 2/3 of our 
online products as of April 15th and being online for 
two weeks.  I hope you placed an order but 
remember, we have half of our inventory still available 
on the day of in person sale.  So invite your friends to 
come shop! 

So this week is the showdown …bundling and pick up 
of online orders, plant sale day set up and the real deal 
of the in person plant sale on Saturday, May 
7th.  Thanks for signing up to help, and I look forward 
to seeing many of you this week. 

Thanks all, Sandi 

Library Garden 

The CGMGA Library work party will be on Friday, 

May 20, 2022, from 9 to 11 a.m. This month we’ll be 

planning and preparing our website design by taking 

photos, building the plant data base, and reworking 

the garden map so that we can get our QR code 

established. Thank you in advance to Rachel 

Pirkowski, Kim Lofgren and Christie Bradley for 

stepping up with ideas and enthusiasm.  Christie has 

set us up with our own email address and our own 

Google Drive space. Anyone who is interested in 

helping out can contact Norma at 509-969-2187 or at 

benson.norma@gmail.com. Later, I will begin using 

our group email.  

Thank you. Norma 

FISH Garden 

"We have been busy in the FISH garden prepping 

beds, watering, seeding, transplanting and 

weeding.  We could use your help growing healthy, 

yummy food for FISH food bank clients.  Our work 

parties will now be every Tuesday from 4 p.m. - 7 

p.m.  We will also be having a work party from 9 

a.m. - 1p.m. on Saturday May 14th.  Feel free to 

stop by for 30 minutes or 3 hours.  Every little bit of 

help makes a difference for the garden and in the lives 

of food bank clients.  If these work party times do not 

work for you but you would still like to volunteer, 

please contact Amelia at 

fishgardenvc@gmail.com and we will find 

another time for you to come by!  Hope to see you 

soon!" 

Garden Tour 2022  

On June 18, 2022 the Central Gorge Master Gardener 
Association (CGMGA) will hold its bi-annual garden 
tour. This year four gardens in White Salmon, WA 
will be featured on the tour. The event is open to the 
public and serves as both an educational event and 
fundraiser for future program projects. Garden Tour 
tickets are $15/person and tour proceeds are 
reinvested into MG community programs. 
 
Garden highlights include: chickens and an amazing 

(Continued on page 9) 

mailto:benson.norma@gmail.com
mailto:fishgardenvc@gmail.com
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view of the Gorge; the most fabulous mosaic stone 
work; high production on a small and shaded lot, and a 
no till, low water use garden. 

All Master Gardeners are asked to volunteer in support 
of the tour. There are many volunteer roles, including: 
marketing and publicity (distribution of fliers starting in 
early May), garden guides and docents on tour day to 
answer visitors’ questions, parking and safety 
coordinators and "behind the scenes" helpers. Key 
educational features of each garden are highlighted for 
garden tour participants. Please mark your calendar and 
let me know how you would like to help out with this 
community education event. 

The Garden Tour PRE TOUR will be Sunday, June 12 
from 3 to 5 pm. Check the June newsletter and Monday 
Megan Update for the specific schedule. 

Our next Garden Tour Committee meetings will be on 
Tuesday, May 10 and May 24 at 7pm via Zoom. Have 
questions, or want to get involved, please contact me at  

karenblackjenkins 
@gmail.com or 912-210-
6603. 

The Garden Tour would like 

to borrow 5 camping-style 

water jugs. If you have a jug 

we can borrow from June 17 

to June 18, that would be 

great! Please contact Karen. 

(Continued from page 8) 

JEDI Force 

A small but forceful group of Master Gardeners has been meeting this spring to focus on JEDI aspects, (Justice, 
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion) of our gardening activities.  The first activities we have started work on include: 

− Finalize a Spanish version of the Plant Clinic questions and get it distributed; 
− Get approval for a gardening show on Radio Tierra and get required DJ training; 

− Study how to develop a Tool Lending library and learn for existing projects like the new tool library at 
the White Salmon Grange; 

− Encourage the development of more accessible pathways at the FISH garden; 
− Reach out to more community partners to identify where we can collaborate; 
− Develop a Community Asset Map to inform and guide our work. 

We welcome more volunteers for all of these activities.  In particular, if you would be comfortable answering 
Plant Clinic questions in Spanish please let us know since we are developing a list of MG Volunteers to call on.  
Also, if you speak Spanish and want to DJ on Radio Tierra we are developing a team for that.    
Our general objective is that the CGMGA JEDI group works to: 

1.  Create community connections; 
2. Identify and remove barriers to gardening accessibility; and 
3. Promote diversity, equity and inclusion in local gardening education and programming. 

The JEDI group now meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 10 am via zoom.  Let Leanne Hogie know if you want to 

be added to the list.   

mailto:karenblackjenkins@gmail.com
mailto:karenblackjenkins@gmail.com
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Farm Tool Library in White Salmon  

UCD Manager, Tova Tillinghast 

Folks have been asking what the new shed at the Mt 
View Grange is all about - it's a Farm 
Tool Library! A project of 
Underwood Conservation District, 
the "Library" of farm tools is for 
checkout and use by the community. 
The Farm Tool Library is designed to 
provide conservation-oriented tools, 
such as a wheel plow, broadfork, and 
no-till drill, to farmers and gardeners. 
In order to borrow tools, one must 
first become a member. Tools are checked out online at 
www.ucdwa.org/farm-tool-library where you can also 
view pictures of the tools in the inventory and see when 
they are available. The library will initially have open 
hours on Fridays from 12 to 2pm.  Anyone interested 
in volunteering at the Farm Tool Library, as there are a 
variety of odd jobs needed, may call UCD at 509-493-
1936.  Donations to the tool library must meet a 
specific set of criteria.  

Underwood Conservation District's Farm Tool Library 
is planned to be useful to a wide variety of farm types, 
including small-scale, commercial operations in need of 
occasional specialized equipment, urban gardeners 
growing their own food, and beginning or potential 
farmers exploring the feasibility of getting into 
agriculture. The majority of tools are meant to be used 
on occasion, such as seasonal bed-preparation or site-
establishment, or to enhance conservation practices for 

improved soil health, invasive weed management or 
pollinator habitat.  

For patrons borrowing the tools, the 
UCD staff will promote best-
management practices, techniques, 
and incentives to conserve natural 
resources and increase farm viability. 
"The Farm Tool Library is one of the 
most relevant, immediate ways to be 
of service to the beginning or small-
scale agricultural community," says 
UCD Manager, Tova Tillinghast.  

Ruth Olin of the Mt View Grange says, "The Farm 

Tool Library is a great fit for the Mt View Grange." 

Today's Mt View Grange has a keen interest in living in 

harmony with our natural environment and the farm-to

-food process. Part of the Mt View Grange Vision 

Statement is "To advocate for sustainable food systems 

that leave the planet better than we found it". The 

Farm Tool Library is a place to learn about good 

gardening practices like water conservation, habitat 

creation and soil health. Farmers/gardeners are 

stewards of our environment, so it's fitting that the 

Farm Tool Library opening falls close to Earth Day. 

The Mt View Grange has joined Columbia Gorge 

Climate Action Network's Earth Month. CGCAN 

promotes Earth awareness activities throughout April. 

cgcan.org/calendar/2022-04/  

Spotlight on a master gardener 

Lynda Ontiveros 
 
Lynda cares deeply about building and contributing to a thriving community on 
behalf of youth and future generations. Family, ancestral connections and harmony 
are values that she has upheld in her gardening, educational and professional 
pursuits. 
Lynda is the descendent of the Yaqui and Tarahumara people and she is embracing a 
newfound opportunity to connect with her ancestral and agricultural roots. Until 
recent medical intervention, plant allergies had kept Lynda from the garden. She is 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://www.ucdwa.org/farm-tool-library
https://d.docs.live.net/0cc10a0a1bdb4c6a/Documents/Master%20Gardener/MG%20Newsletter/Newsletters%202022/May%202022/cgcan.org/calendar/2022-04/
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 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed 
Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed 
Management Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

 Oregon Flora 

  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/
mgcoordinators/  

 Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Click here to download 

Gardening Resources 

 

In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit articles 

or calendar items by the 3rd Friday. Send newsletter information to Shari Bosler at 

sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

Spotlight on a master gardener 

an apartment-based grower in The Dalles, cultivating 
tobacco, the Three Sisters and medicinal herbs in 
containers this summer. 
Corn, beans and squash, when grown together, 
complement one another. They are also three of the 
most important crops for many Native American 
communities. The beans are a nitrogen fixer for corn, 
a heavy feeder. The corn serves as a stalk for the 
beans to climb. The squash serves as a green mulch. 
Lynda, her brother and her nephew–all in different 
growing climates–will be comparing notes on their 
Three Sisters' endeavors, which includes a Yaqui 
sweet corn. 
She chose a career in juvenile justice, knowing that 
young people with adverse childhood experiences 
(ACEs) are more likely to enjoy health and 
opportunity if they can connect to empathetic, caring 
adults and other support services. She spent time in 
San Francisco and Portland working as a probation 
officer and counselor in a youth health center. She 
has also worked as a 911 dispatcher and operations 
agent with an airline. 
Lynda spent much of her childhood in The Dalles 
where her dad worked at the dam and in 2013 she 
returned for health reasons. She is medically retired 
and The Dalles offers the chance to slow down and 
guard her health. Recently, she has also taken on a 
role as caregiver to her father who has amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, or ALS, known to be more common 
in military veterans.  
As a lifelong learner, Lynda has studied liberation 
theology at Gonzaga University and has also taken 
anthropology and sociology courses at Eastern 
Oregon University. Currently, when she is not 
experimenting in the garden, she enjoys creative 
writing and poetry, watercolor painting, sewing and 
reading. 

(Continued from page 10) 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://oregonflora.org
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/transplanting-established-trees-shrubs/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
mailto:sharibosler@hotmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submissions

