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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  
 

November 10: Wednesday 10-12pm: 
CGMGA Exec Comm Mtg (via zoom, 
contact Christie Bradley for link) 
November 10: Wednesday 5:30pm: 
CGMGA Recognition Event (details 
below) 
November 19: Friday: Deadline for 
submissions to the December CGMGA 
newsletter 
December 4: Saturday 10am: Holiday 
Greenery Event (details below)  

Month at a Glance 

Learning Garden: Thursday, November 11, 
10 am - noon  

Library Garden:  Friday, November 19, 
10am - noon 

Check our website for more calendar 
information:  

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/
hoodriver/current-master-gardeners 

Work Parties 

Fall and Recognition of  Your  

Fellow Master Gardeners Have Arrived  

Fall:  The leaves have turned and are falling, and I am 

about to sit by the first fire of the season.  I have put 

on my long johns …. not to be taken off until late 

Spring …. so I know colder weather is here!  I 

actually have some free time in my schedule now, so 

we must be winding down from summer. 

Crag Rat Hut Recognition:  As noted in our last 

newsletter, our chapter has developed more ways to 

recognize our fellow Master Gardeners, and you have 

all come through with some great nominees.  So I 

hope you can attend our Recognition Gathering at the 

Crag Rat Hut on Wed, Nov 10th.  Not only will this 

gathering give us some time to catch up on socializing 

(masked and with vaccinated folks), but we can also 

honor what we have accomplished during a 

challenging pandemic year and those who helped us 

achieve those goals. 

In addition to our honorees, we have to attend to the 

business of electing our 2022 Executive Committee 

officers and approving our budget, but these will be 

quick pieces of business. 

Planning for 2022:  This is well underway with 

Megan having the tentative class schedule already in 

place.  I say tentative only because we all know things 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
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CGMGA & OMGA 

can change, but the plan is to have some 

in person classes/discussion groups, 

some webinars, and as many outdoor 

class demonstrations as possible. 

We will be welcoming a new class of 

Master Gardener trainees which I know 

we all missed this past year.  We are 

hoping 2022 will be a ‘more  

normal’ year in a lot  

of ways! 

Sandi 

(Continued from page 1) 

Gardener’s Pen  

We have an editor for The 
Gardener’s Pen, OMGA’s 
newsletter. Please enjoy and feel free 
to submit items to Ann Kinkley,  
a.kinkley2@gmail.com or 
gardenerspen@gmail.com, for 
future issues. 

Blue Star Memorial By-Way Marker  

Nearly 70 garden club members, visitors, and residents gathered at 
the Bicentennial Memorial Garden in Parkdale on Sunday, October 
10th to dedicate a Blue Star Memorial By-Way Marker near the 
garden’s flagpole.  The Blue Star Memorial Highway Program was 
adopted in 1946 by the National Council of State Garden Clubs to 
honor our service men and women.  The project was named for the 
Blue Star in the service flag which hung in windows of homes and 
businesses to honor service men and women. The By-Way Marker 
was later adopted to allow its placement in areas such as parks, civic, 
and historical grounds. The National Garden Club, Inc., the 
members of the Parkdale Garden Club, and private donations 
provided this marker at the Memorial Garden to pay tribute to our 
Armed Forces.   
As stated during the dedication ceremony, “While we go about our 

(Continued on page 3) 

https://omga.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/GardenersPen_fall2021_1018.pdf
mailto:a.kinkley2@gmail.com
mailto:gardenerspen@gmail.com
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daily lives or while we sleep, the men and women in 
our Armed Forces fly our skies, sail our seas, and 
guard our shores, ensuring our safety.  They stand 
ready at a moment’s notice to defend our country.  
We must not forget them, and we do not! We 
remember with every step of the Honor Guard at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  We remember with 
every drumbeat on the Fourth of July.  When we 
Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America, we remember.  At the sound of Reveille, we 
remember, and as the last lingering note of Taps 
resounds in the distance, we remember.”   
Kathy Hannen-Smith and Kristina Friberg, Parkdale 
Garden Club Co-Presidents, officiated during the 
dedication ceremony. Distinguished guests included 
Cheryl Drumheller, President Oregon State 
Federation of Garden Clubs and Laurel Buncak, 
Oregon State Blue Star Marker Chair.    
Nancy Slagle 

(Continued from page 2) 

Educational Tidbits 

HRSWC Weed of the Month 

English ivy is the November Weed of the 
Month 

English ivy is a rapidly growing evergreen vine. You 
typically see it growing on hillsides, climbing trees, 
growing over fences and 
up the sides of houses.  It 
out-competes other plants 
for soil, sunlight and 
water. English ivy can kill 
large trees by suffocating 
their trunks and weighing 
down branches.  A mature 
English ivy plant can weigh 
up to 2,100 pounds with 
trunk-like stems that can 
be nearly a foot thick. 
 
To identify English ivy, 
look for year-round waxy green leaves and trailing 
vines. The leaves can be lobed and typically have 

whitish veins. In late summer or early fall the mature 
plant will produce greenish-yellow, starburst flowers at 
the end of the flowering stem. Berries are black with a 
fleshy outer layer and stone like seeds. 

 
English ivy reproduces 
both from seeds and from 
stem fragments. Birds feed 
on the berries and 
distribute the seeds in their 
droppings wherever they 
fly. Stem fragments that 
come in contact with the 
ground will also easily re-
root and start a new plant. 
 
This vine is an aggressive 
invader growing in the 

canopy of trees as well as on the ground.  It out 
(Continued on page 4) 
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competes native vegetation and reduces animal 
habitat.  It destabilizes streambanks and hillsides as its 
shallow roots don’t hold the soil as well as native 
plants.  Rats and other vermin are able to hide in the 
cover of English ivy and use the vines to access our 
homes.   
 
English ivy is best treated by hand-pulling vines. Cut 
all berry producing branches and keep vines away 
from trees, do not let the plant climb.  If it has 
climbed into the trees, cut the vines at the ground and 
again 4-5 feet up the tree, removing those sections.  
Pulling long vines off of tree branches is difficult and 
may damage the trees. 
 
Dispose of ivy by bagging and placing it in the garbage.  
Larger vines can be cut and stumps treated with 
herbicide. 
 
For more information on English ivy, including best 
management practices, visit 
www.columbiagorgecwma.org or contact the Wasco 
County Soil and Water Conservation District in the 
Dalles, Hood River Soil and Water Conservation 
District in Hood River, or Underwood Conservation 
District in White Salmon. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Fall Foliage Predictor 

Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.- ALBERT CAMUS 

https://smokymountains.com/fall-foliage-map/?utm_source=Tree-mail&utm_campaign=e0360d5a01-
October+Tree-mail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6f91e58cba-e0360d5a01-
30797165&mc_cid=e0360d5a01&mc_eid=baabf641ff 

Do you have a glossy green front lawn? What is this, the 1950s?  "Green lawns are terrible for the 
environment. They’re also embarrassingly old-fashioned and out of style" by Tayo Bero  
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/21/lawn-environment-drought-tolerant-native-plants 

The brilliance of brown lawns: why your grass shouldn’t always be greener     
"Watering our gardens is wasteful and mowing them is a nightmare for biodiversity.  So is it time to 
embrace long, brown grass or more radical options such as patchwork lawns?" 
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/shortcuts/2021/jun/02/brown-lawns-grass-should-not-always-be-

greener 

Cj Flick 

Educational Tidbits 

http://www.columbiagorgecwma.org
https://smokymountains.com/fall-foliage-map/?mc_cid=e0360d5a01&mc_eid=baabf641ff
https://smokymountains.com/fall-foliage-map/?utm_source=Tree-mail&utm_campaign=e0360d5a01-October+Tree-mail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6f91e58cba-e0360d5a01-30797165&mc_cid=e0360d5a01&mc_eid=baabf641ff
https://smokymountains.com/fall-foliage-map/?utm_source=Tree-mail&utm_campaign=e0360d5a01-October+Tree-mail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6f91e58cba-e0360d5a01-30797165&mc_cid=e0360d5a01&mc_eid=baabf641ff
https://smokymountains.com/fall-foliage-map/?utm_source=Tree-mail&utm_campaign=e0360d5a01-October+Tree-mail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6f91e58cba-e0360d5a01-30797165&mc_cid=e0360d5a01&mc_eid=baabf641ff
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/tayo-bero
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/21/lawn-environment-drought-tolerant-native-plants
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/shortcuts/2021/jun/02/brown-lawns-grass-should-not-always-be-greener
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/shortcuts/2021/jun/02/brown-lawns-grass-should-not-always-be-greener
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Tree of Heaven 

Know of a Tree of Heaven in 
WA? Help out the WA 
Invasive Species Council by 
reporting this bad tree…. 
 
From: https://
invasivespecies.wa.gov/2021/09/2
9/help-track-the-invasive-tree-of-
heaven/ 
 
The Washington Invasive Species 
Council, Washington State 
Department of Agriculture 
(WSDA), Washington State 
Noxious Weed Control Board and 
other agencies are asking the public 
to look in their communities for the 
tree-of-heaven and spotted 
lanternfly and report sightings on 
the Washington Invasives mobile 
app or the council’s online 
reporting Web page. 
 
“We need your help to find and 
report tree-of-heaven, which is 
known to be in at least 18 of 
Washington’s 39 counties,” said 
Justin Bush, executive coordinator 
of the Washington Invasive Species 
Council. “We hope the public can 
help us better understand the 
distribution of tree-of-heaven as 
quickly as possible because of its 
relation to the spotted lanternfly.” 
State officials hope that by locating 
the tree-of-heaven, they can stop 
the more dangerous spotted 
lanternfly, which prefers the tree-of
-heaven for portions of its life. The 
spotted lanternfly, first detected in 
the United States in Pennsylvania in 
2014, has spread to other states 
including Delaware, Maryland, 
New Jersey, New York and 

Virginia, despite federal and state 
quarantines and control activities. 
While dead, they have also have 
been found in California and 
Oregon as hitchhikers on goods 
from the eastern United States. 
 
“Spotted lanternfly looks like it 
could be one of the most harmful 
pests in our generation,” said Sven-
Erik Spichiger, managing 
entomologist for WSDA. 
“Washington has a wide range of 
suitable habitat and a wide range of 
hosts it can feed on, such as grapes 
and hops.” In addition to those 
crops, spotted lanternfly can 
damage other agricultural 
commodities and urban and 
wildland trees such as maple, oak, 
pine and willow. This invasive pest 
secretes a sugar-rich, sticky liquid 
called honeydew causing sooty 
mold to grow and cover vegetation. 
Scientists estimate the spotted 
lanternfly could cost the state 
agricultural industry more than $3 
billion annually. The insect also 
could cause irreversible damage to 
the environment, including trees 
shading streams, urban street trees 
and forests. 
 
Besides being a preferred host for 
spotted lanternfly, the tree-of-
heaven is a problem because it 
grows fast and forms thickets that 
outcompete native plants. It also 
changes the chemistry of soil, which 
prevents or harms neighboring 
plants.  
 
Editor’s Note: The Tree-of-Heaven 

(Continued on page 6) 

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2021/09/29/help-track-the-invasive-tree-of-heaven/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2021/09/29/help-track-the-invasive-tree-of-heaven/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2021/09/29/help-track-the-invasive-tree-of-heaven/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2021/09/29/help-track-the-invasive-tree-of-heaven/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/report-a-sighting/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/report-a-sighting/
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Photograph courtesy of the Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture 

is also host for the brown marmorated stink bug, 
another invasive species! 
Check out these 2 links for more information:   
 
https://www.nwcb.wa.gov/pdfs/
Tree_of_heaven_and_spotted_lanternfly_small.pdf 
 
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/SpottedLanternfly-FactSheet.pdf 
 

Karen Jenkins 

(Continued from page 5) 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Library Garden 

The Library Garden work party will meet on Friday, 

November 19, from 10 am to noon.  

Norma 

FISH Garden 

"We are postponing work parties for now, as the 

garden has slowed down so much we don't have 

many tasks at the moment.  You can contact fishgar-

denvc@gmail.com if you have any questions or want 

to get involved with FISH in the future." 

Amelia  

Bamboo Fence Construction  

Most of you know that bamboo is an extremely fast-
growing perennial grass that has structural properties 
similar to wood and as a result, is often used as a 
construction material. In addition, bamboo is often 
used in landscape design for fencing and trellising. At 
the OSU Extension Center in Hood River, bamboo 
fencing was incorporated as an aesthetic feature to 
enhance the beauty and feel of the traditional Japanese 
Garden that was constructed a little more than a 
decade ago.  

The yotsume-style fence was originally built by Ellen 
Penswick and Rita Saling after they completed a class 
at the Portland Japanese Garden. Over the years the 
fence has weathered, and Ellen (and her husband) 
graciously offered to replace the fence this year. After 
finishing most of the fence, Ellen held a demonstration 
at the Learning Garden for a group of interested 
Master Gardeners to pass on her knowledge of 
bamboo fence fabrication.  

The fence design used in the Japanese Garden is quite 
simple and uses basic materials and tools (shown in the 
photo). Note that it is important to use rot-resistant 
posts for the main structural supports (cedar or other 
pressure-treated wood) and kiln-dried bamboo. The 

(Continued on page 7) 

https://www.nwcb.wa.gov/pdfs/Tree_of_heaven_and_spotted_lanternfly_small.pdf
https://www.nwcb.wa.gov/pdfs/Tree_of_heaven_and_spotted_lanternfly_small.pdf
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SpottedLanternfly-FactSheet.pdf
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SpottedLanternfly-FactSheet.pdf
mailto:fishgardenvc@gmail.com
mailto:fishgardenvc@gmail.com
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horizontal sections shown in the photo are 6’ x 1 ½” 
bamboo canes and the vertical posts are ~1” bamboo 
canes. The vertical posts alternate between the front 
and back of the horizontals. While the construction is 
simple, the key to the clean, traditional Japanese-style 
design is in the Ibo Knot which can take considerable 
time to master (see link below for knot tying details).  
This knot is a variation on a standard looped square 
knot and uses hemp twine. To ensure the knot is tight, 
the twine can be soaked for about 15 minutes before 
using. As the twine dries, the hemp shrinks and 
naturally tightens the joint. If needed, thin wire can be 
used to reinforce the joint prior to tying the knot.  

If you’re interested in building a bamboo fence, Ellen 
suggests the following resources: 

Building Bamboo Fences by Isao Yoshikawa 

Making Japanese Bamboo Fences and Trellises 

Bamboo Craftsman Co. 

2104 N Willis Blvd. 

Portland, OR 97217 

(503) 285-5339 

https://www.bamboocraftsman.com 

A special thanks goes out to Ellen for her hard work 

that went into replacing the fence as well as 

demonstrating how it’s done! 

Joanne Willis 

(Continued from page 6) 

https://www.gardeners.com/how-to/diy-bamboo-fences-and-trellises/5162.html
https://www.bamboocraftsman.com
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Holiday Greenery Event      

Please join us on Saturday, December 4 for the 11th 
annual Holiday Greenery Event. I’m very excited to 
announce that we can hold the annual Holiday Greenery 
Event in our greenhouse yet again. For those who have 
never participated, this is an opportunity for you to get 
creative and make swags and wreaths, with a little 
guidance from fellow Master Gardeners. We create for 
ourselves and also make a huge variety of items as a 
service project for distribution through the FISH Food 
Bank and WGAP. I will have floral wire, though feel free 
to bring your own and any other items you might have to 
contribute, such as ribbon, wreath rings, and 
miscellaneous décor.  

Please, as you put your gardens to bed for the winter, 
consider saving and/or drying anything you think might 
look neat in a decorative project, including herbs, seed heads, rosehips and lichen. Recycling is encouraged and 
donations of any supplies including ribbon (especially 2" wired) are welcome. It doesn’t even need to be holiday 
colors. 
  
Even if you’re unable to come to Saturday’s wreath making, any contributions of greenery would be appreciated. 
We need and appreciate donations of a variety of greenery. Please leave items in the shade structure, next to the 
greenhouse. Thanks!! 

We will need to abide by OSU and Covid-19 guidelines, wearing our masks and social distancing. And, we need to 
limit our numbers in the greenhouse. Master Gardeners must choose in advance which 2-hour block that works 
best for them. We can schedule blocks from 10-12pm, 12-2pm and, if necessary, 2-4pm. If you’re interested in 
participating, please contact me, sharibosler@hotmail.com and I’ll sign you up for your preferred time. We are 
limited to 12 at any one time. We hope to have several talented bowmakers who can make up some bows in 
advance and also be on hand through much of the day.  
Shari 

Garden Tour 2022 

Thanks to those who participated in the 
October Zoom meeting to start 
preparations for the CGMGA 2022 Garden 
Tour. Please mark your 2022 calendar 
for Saturday, June 18, 2022 as the date 
of the next garden tour. We will need 
at least 20 volunteers to help out on that 
Saturday, between 8 am and 2 pm (specific 
hours still to be determined, but it’s never 
too early to be blocking off time for 
volunteer hours!). Featured gardens will be 

on the WA side in the White Salmon area. 
If you are interested in helping orchestrate 
this community education event, please 
email me at karenblackjenkins@gmail.com.  

mailto:sharibosler@hotmail.com
mailto:karenblackjenkins@gmail.com
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Norma’s love of gardening has deep roots, reaching back 
to her childhood in Kosmos, Washington, where she 
admired the artistic work of the local garden club. Her 
family, immigrants from Sweden, owned The Viking 
restaurant in South Tacoma, and her mother created the 
floral arrangements that graced the tables there. As a 
child, Norma “saw beauty” in the handsomely landscaped 
homes in nearby neighborhoods, as well as in the hands of 
those who worked to create that beauty. Norma 
especially remembers the hands of one neighbor’s 
gardener, Mrs. Black. She had rough, calloused, soil-
stained “working hands” that she admired because they 
represented the hard work that goes into the creation of a 
beautiful garden. A paternal aunt, Maja Lisa, also 
cultivated a love of gardening in young Norma.  She too 
loved gardening, and when she returned to her native 
Sweden later in life, she brought with her the knowledge 
of plants she’d grown in northwestern Washington. 
 
As a student at the University of Washington, Norma 
loved wandering the UW campus and the 
Arboretum.  Later, she spent many hours at the Bellevue 
Botanical Garden. At times she said she felt a bit “envious 
of gardeners” but lacked the time and space to pursue the 
fine art of gardening.   

When she’s not building compost or leading the work at the Library Gardens or working on the window trim for 
her new house, Norma enjoys playing the piano, baking pies, skiing, and backpacking with her “Adventure Dog.” 
She’s hiked the East Crater Trail and portions of the PCT with hiking companions, and she’s climbed the north 
ridge of Mt. Adams. One day she would love to return to Chamonix, France for the Tour of Mont Blanc.  

Inspired by her aunt Maja Lisa who was “incredibly helpful and generous” with her time, Norma would most like 
to be remembered for her generosity. As a dedicated MG volunteer, she is well on her way to achieving that 
legacy. 

In the 70’s and 80’s Norma spent time hiking and climbing in Chamonix, France.  In 2014, after retiring from a 27
-year career as a high school English teacher, Norma had more time for skiing and backpacking, as well as for 
growing perennials on her property in the White Salmon area. Perhaps inspired by Mrs. Black and her “working 
hands,” she set to work building compost in a 4’x4’ wire enclosure, routinely sifting it and adding it to her 
beds.  The hard work eventually paid off, and her garden is now bursting with life.  Norma recently decided to try 
her hand at raising vegetables, and they too flourished as a result of her composting regime.  Norma joined the 
ranks of the CGMGA in 2020 and recently took on the role of lead at the Hood River Library Waterwise Garden.  
 
Anne Gehrig 

Gardener, teacher, backpacker, skier, lifelong learner:  these are a few of 
the many faces of  Master Gardener Norma Benson.   

Spotlight on a master gardener 
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NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS 

In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit 

articles or calendar items by the 3rd Friday. Send newsletter information to 

Shari Bosler at sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

 

 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management 
Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

 Oregon Flora 

  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/  

 Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Click here to download 

Gardening Resources 

mailto:sharibosler@hotmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submissions
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://oregonflora.org
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/transplanting-established-trees-shrubs/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf

