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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .   

October 6: Wednesday 7pm: CGMGA 
2022 Garden Tour planning meeting via 
zoom (see details below) 
October 8: Friday: Budget requests are 
due (see details below) 
October 10: Sunday: Nominations for 
New Recognition Awards due to Sandi 
Rousseau (see details below) 
October 13: Wednesday 10-12pm: 
CGMGA Exec Comm Mtg (via zoom, 
contact Christie Bradley for link) 
October 22: Friday: Deadline for 
submissions to the November CGMGA 
newsletter  
November 10: Wednesday 6pm: 
CGMGA Recognition Event  

Month at a Glance 

FISH garden:  ALL Monday 8-9 am, 
Wednesday 8-9 am & Thursday 9-10 am 

Learning Garden: Thursday, October 14 
and 28, 9 am– noon  

Library Garden:  Friday, October 15, 
10am - noon  

Parkdale Memorial:  Saturday, October 23, 
9am 

Check our website for more calendar 
information:  

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/
hoodriver/current-master-gardeners 

Work Parties 

 

Time to Recognize Your Fellow Master Gardeners 

…. and 2022 Plant Sale Interest? 

As we approach the end of the year, it is time to reflect on 
what your fellow MGs have contributed to make our 
organization the best it can be.  The saying …. it takes a 
village …. is true for most things and definitely true to 
keep an organization functioning at a high level.  And as 
Megan will testify from her communications with MG 
program coordinators across the state, we are a group who 
steps up, faces a challenge, and supports each other and the 
needs of our local community. 

Historically our chapter awards for contributions have been 
the MG of the Year, Behind the Scenes, and the Golden 
Trowel awards.  We have so many contributors in our 
chapter that we want to recognize and thank more of us for 
what we do. 

So please read the article following this by Margo that 
outlines how you can nominate a fellow MG for his/her 
contributions.  We can never give too much recognition to 
contributors. 

Plant Sale 2022:  Our first ever online plant sale was very 
financially successful in 2021, but truthfully was exhausting 

(Continued on page 2) 
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CGMGA & OMGA 

for some members.  However, as with laboring to 
deliver a baby, time helps us forget the pain and 
exhaustion, and we are ready to start discussing plans for 
2022. We learned a lot about what works and what 
needs to be changed and have lots of ideas about making 
the entire process less time consuming and more 
fulfilling, e.g. streamlining the online ordering process, 
bundling improvements, creating a hybrid model (fewer 
online sales and an in person sale too …. the really fun 
part), and much more.   

An initial planning meeting will be scheduled for mid to 
later October, and we would like everyone with any 
interest to participate.  We want to consider all ideas 
that any of you might have, so I encourage you to 
participate in this planning meeting. 

If you have an interest, please let me know 
swim@gorge.net and I will put you on the list to poll 
later for a meeting date/time. 

Thanks 
Sandi 

(Continued from page 1) 

Save the Date 

Plan to come to our Central Gorge Master 
Gardener Association Recognition Gathering! 

What:  This is our annual gathering to recognize and 
honor our 2020 trainees and all of our recertifying 

members 

When:  Wednesday, November 10th  

Time:  5:30 – 7:00 PM 

Where:  Crag Rat Hut 

Address:  960 Crag Rat Road, Hood River 

Door Prizes:  The door prizes alone should make you want to 
attend as there are some good ones! 

Safety Considerations:  This is an indoor gathering 
in a large space at the Crag Rat Hut.  It is a large 
enough area to stay more than adequately socially 

distanced.   Places to sit will be spaced and marked.  
Masks will be required.  No food or drink will be 

consumed. We want everyone to feel safe. 

Vaccination Status:  Due to our chapter having some 
immunocompromised members, we are requiring 

Covid vaccination to attend in person.  However, we 
can accommodate anyone who has not been vaccinated 

or anyone who is vaccinated but not comfortable 
attending in person with a virtual presentation.  You 

will also need to RSVP with this request. 

RSVP:  This is required so we can plan the 
spacing.  You can RSVP now or after you receive the 

invitation.   

Invitation:  A more formal invitation will be sent to you 
in the near future. 

Respond to Anne Gehrig agehrig5@hotmail.com or 

541-490-0037. 

CGMGA Budget 2022 

CGMGA’s budget for 2022 is being compiled.  

All project and activity leaders have been asked to 
submit their 2022 funding requests as soon as possible. 
In addition, any chapter member who wishes to seek 
funding for some purpose is encouraged to do so. All 
requests are reviewed by the Executive Committee 
and the finalized budget presented to the general 
membership for approval. 

Requests are due by October 8st. 

For information or to submit a funding request 

contact:  Eric Bosler    ericbosler@hotmail.com    

509-493-3098 

mailto:swim@gorge.net
mailto:agehrig5@hotmail.com
mailto:ericbosler@hotmail.com
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by Margo Dameier 
 
Awards Nominations 
To honor the many Master Gardeners who go above and 
beyond in giving of their time and talents to our chapter, 
the Executive Committee has chosen to add more award 
categories to our yearly MG of the Year and Behind the 
Scenes.  Please see the attached article for full descriptions 
of the categories below (Thank you for writing, Margo!). 
Nominations are due to Sandi Rousseau swim@gorge.net 
by October 10 and will be honored at our Recognition 
Event in November. 

 
The Central Gorge Master Gardener Association is fortunate to have many dedicated volunteers who offer their 
time through a wide variety of services throughout the year.  Until now, there have only been three awards 
available to recognize the efforts of Master Gardeners who have demonstrated exceptional service to the CGMGA. 
They are: 

Master Gardener of the Year – given to an extraordinary Master Gardener 
Behind the Scenes – given to a Master Gardener who works tirelessly in the background 
Golden Trowel – given to an exceptional new Master Gardener in their first year of service 

 
There are many more Master Gardeners who deserve recognition for their volunteer efforts.  To address this, the 
Executive Committee has chosen to add more award categories to acknowledge those who go above and beyond in 
giving of their time and talents.  As a result, the Recognition Committee was formed. Through several meetings, 
this committee has decided on the following new award categories. 
 

Projects Award 
Includes our four (4) Official Project Gardens, and Events (Seed to Supper, Plant Sale, Garden Tour, 

etc.) 
Could be: 

A Master Gardener who volunteers in several different projects and/or events. 
A Master Gardener who takes ownership of a garden area and/or event. 
A Master Gardener who stands out as an exceptional volunteer based on their passion and 
contributions for a project and/or event. 

Community Outreach Award 
A Master Gardener who has contributed to a project (other than a MG project) that benefits the 

community. 
A Master Gardener who has thought of a new way to involve the community or do outreach. 
A Master Gardener who has done something to beautify the community (other than a MG project). 
This award does not have to be given every year. 

Special Services Award 

(Continued on page 4) 

Kelly Sullivan receives the Golden Trowel Award from Me-
gan Wickersham at the 2020 Recognition Ceremony  

Nominations for New Recognition 

CGMGA & OMGA 

mailto:swim@gorge.net
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Someone who has provided services or done something special to serve the MG  
program and/or projects. 

Recipient does not have to be a Master Gardener. 
This award does not have to be given every year. 

Plant Clinic Award 
A Master Gardener who has provided reliable and vital plant clinic support. 

Chapter Educator Award 
A Master Gardener who has done extra work in facilitating educational opportunities. (examples: Seed 

to Supper, teaching MG classes/seminars/demonstrations for CGMGA or community, organizing 
class schedule, Mini College/OSU Projects) 

Communications Award 
A Master Gardener who consistently writes, locates photographs and submits posts about our chapter 

to the public, or to the membership. (newsletters, publicity, social media, news articles) 
 
The Recognition Committee asks that you nominate your fellow Master Gardeners for consideration in receiving 
these new awards.  You are welcome to submit more than one nominee in each category, but you don’t need to 
submit a nominee in every category.  Please include the name of the award, the person you are nominating, and a 
brief description of why they deserve the award.  The Recognition Committee will select award recipients from 
those who are nominated. 
 
Send your nominations to Sandi Rousseau, swim@gorge.net, by October 10, 2021.  Awards will be presented at 
the Recognition Event at the Crag Rat Hut (or on Zoom if COVID-19 restrictions don’t allow an in person event) 
on November 10, 2021 at 6pm. 
 
We look forward to receiving your nominations, and to seeing you at the Recognition Event! 

(Continued from page 3) 

CGMGA & OMGA 

Educational Tidbits 

HRSWC Weed of the Month 

Rush Skeletonweed 

Rush skeletonweed (Chondrilla juncea) is a member of the 
sunflower family. In its rosette stage, it resembles common 
dandelion, with hairless, deeply irregular toothed leaves. It 
even exudes a milky white juice when torn, like dandelion. 
Once the plant flowers, the rosettes wither and long, wiry, 
branching stems that range from 1-4 feet tall take over 
(although sometimes the plant can stay small and almost look 
like grass). They have few leaves when in bloom. Flowering 
stems have course, downward-pointing hairs at their base. 
Stems produce small, yellow flowers that are ½ inch in 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Educational Tidbits 

diameter. The seeds are 3 mm long and have fluffy 
white bristles on one end that allow them to be carried 
in the wind.   

If left uncontrolled, rush skeletonweed will produce a 
monoculture of interconnected plants. One plant can 
become an entire colony! If this plant has infested 
rangeland, it displaces native, beneficial forage. Rush 
skeletonweed is very common on the eastern end of 
the Gorge, and weed managers are working to prevent 
its spread west. 

Rush skeletonweed does best in well-drained, sandy, 
or gravelly soils. It is found along roadsides, railways, 
in rangeland and pastures, and in disturbed areas. 
Seeds germinate in the fall and are viable for up to 4 
years. The seeds disperse with wind and a mature 
plant can produce 1,500 to 20,000 seeds. It can also 
grow from root fragments in the ground.  

Controlling rush skeletonweed can be challenging and 

will depend on the management requirements at each 

infestation site. Management will require dedication 

for several years and should be flexible to be able to 

maximize effective control and minimize impacts. 

Preventing seed spread by mowing or bagging seed 

heads can be effective. Ensure that you don’t spread 

weed seeds when travelling through an infested area 

by carefully cleaning boots, tools, and vehicles after 

working in an infested area. Herbicides should be used 

carefully while always following label instructions. 

Consult the Pacific Northwest Pest Management 

Handbook for more detailed herbicide control 

options.  

(Continued from page 4) 

There are simple actions that we can take every day that 

will help promote a healthier world for birds, for 

ourselves, and for our grandchildren. Our day-to-day 

choices add up to an enormous ecosystem boost for 

birds and other organisms. Here are some easy choices 

to make: 

·         Buy shade coffee or sustainable coffee that is 

organic and fairly traded. 

Why: Increases tropical forest habitat for birds and other 

wildlife; conserves soil; provides fair profits for farmers; 

fewer pesticides within the  environment 

(Continued on page 6) 

Choices that Make a Difference 

Bee-Safe Plants—Xerces Society 

https://xerces.org/sites/default/files/19-053_Buying%20Bee-Safe%20Nursery%20Plants_4%20pg%20%281%29.pdf
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·         When buying produce from Latin America, such 

as bananas and pineapples, choose organic when 

available. 

Why: Reduces the amount of dangerous pesticide use 

in the tropics; fewer birds killed; safer for farmers and 

consumers 

·         Buy organic, or avoid altogether when possible, 

the North American crops that pose the greatest risk to 

birds: alfalfa, Brussels sprouts, blueberries, celery, 

corn, cotton, cranberries, potatoes, and wheat. 

Why: Reduces the amount of dangerous pesticides in 

the environment; fewer birds killed; safer for farmers 

and consumers 

·         Buy wood and paper products that are certified 

by the Forest Stewardship Council. 

Why: Increases the amount of forest being logged 

sustainably and responsibly; better habitat for birds and 

a healthier forest 

·         Buy disposable paper products (toilet paper, 

paper towels, tissues) that are made from recycled 

paper and that are not bleached with chlorine. 

Why: Reduces logging pressure on forests; increases 

habitat for birds; creates less pollution 

·         Turn off the lights at night in city buildings and 

homes during peak migration periods. 

Why: Fewer birds killed and injured by hitting 

buildings; saves electricity 

·         Keep your cat indoors 

Why: Fewer birds killed; healthier and longer lives for 

pets 

·         Make windows safer during the day and night 

·         Why: Each year between 16-42 million birds die 

annually from window collisions in Canada. 

Skyscrapers as well as single story homes are 

responsible. Lighted windows at night attract and kill 

migrating birds and during the day the windows reflect 

the foliage around it, encouraging birds to fly into the 

glass. 

·         Garden with native plants 

·         Why: Increasing the number of native species on 

your property helps support local and migrating birds. 

Birds migrating through your area need stop-over sites 

that offer food, water and rest. By planting trees, 

shrubs and perennials that attract local insects and offer 

nectar and seeds or berries, migratory birds will get the 

important fuel they need for their long journey. Local 

birds will also appreciate a more abundant and diverse 

food source and a safe place to make nests and raise a 

family. 

·         Use less plastic 

·         Why: Plastic is a problem worldwide for many 

species of birds. From ingesting tiny bits of plastic 

mistaken for food, to being entangled in fishing line, 

plastic pollution kills thousands of birds each year. 

From Stutchbury, B.  2007.  Silence of the Songbirds: How we 

are losing the world’s songbirds and what we can do to save 

them.  Toronto, ON: HarperCollins Publishers Ltd. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Get off my lettuce! Three quick 

ways to deter snails without poison 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2021/

aug/28/get-off-my-lettuce-three-quick-ways-to-deter

-snails-without-poison 

Educational Tidbits 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2021/aug/28/get-off-my-lettuce-three-quick-ways-to-deter-snails-without-poison
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2021/aug/28/get-off-my-lettuce-three-quick-ways-to-deter-snails-without-poison
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2021/aug/28/get-off-my-lettuce-three-quick-ways-to-deter-snails-without-poison
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2021/aug/28/get-off-my-lettuce-three-quick-ways-to-deter-snails-without-poison
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2022 Garden Tour Planning  

Meeting 

There will be a brief garden tour planning meeting 
early in October. Here's your chance to get in on the 
planning process for the 2022 Garden Tour. We 
need to discuss some topics such as number of 
gardens to feature, date of the tour, hours of the 
tour, and number of volunteers, and probably some 
other things too. Join the committee meeting on 
October 6 at 7:00 and get involved with the CGMGA 
2022 Garden Tour. 

October 6, 7:00 pm, via Zoom 

Email Karen Jenkins at 

karenblackjenkins@gmail.com for more information, 

or call her at 912-210-6603 

 

Click here to download 

 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed 
Management Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

 Oregon Flora 

  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/
mgcoordinators/  

 Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Gardening Resources 

 

NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS 

In order to allow time for formatting the 

CGMGA Newsletter, please submit articles or 

calendar items by the 3rd Friday. Send 

newsletter information to Shari Bosler at 

sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

Library Garden 

The Hood River Library's Waterwise Garden Work 

Party will meet Friday, October 15, 2021, from 

10:00 to Noon.  

Norma 

Volunteer Opportunities 

mailto:karenblackjenkins@gmail.com
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://oregonflora.org
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/transplanting-established-trees-shrubs/
mailto:sharibosler@hotmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submissions

