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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  

 

September 8: Wednesday 10-12pm: CGMGA Exec 
Comm Mtg (via zoom, contact Christie Bradley for 
link) 
September 17: Friday: Deadline for submissions to 
the October CGMGA newsletter  
September 23: Thursday 6:30-8pm: Garden Visit at 
Dennis Carlson’s 
 

Work Parties: 

FISH garden:  ALL Monday 8-9 am, Tuesday 5:15-
6:15pm, Wednesday 8-9 am & Thursday 9-10 am 

Learning Garden: Thursday, September 2, 16, and 
30: 9 am– noon  

Library Garden:  Friday, September 10, 10am - noon  

Parkdale Memorial:  Monday, September, 27 9am 

Check our website for more calendar information:  

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/
current-master-gardeners 

Month at a Glance 

Bright Things Happening  

to Welcome Trainees in 2022 

The planning has started to create our Master 
Gardener program for 2022, and the options are 
seemingly endless.  Covid has had its challenges 
and pitfalls, but it has also resulted in us realizing 
that there are a variety of delivery methods for 
how we structure our program.  Having all classes 
‘in person’  is probably a thing of the past, but that 
does not mean the quality will be compromised.  
In fact, having some of our traditional OSU 
speakers/experts present some material via a 
Zoom webinar will allow us more flexibility for 
which presenters we can get, when we can 
schedule certain speakers, and create less angst 
about weather travel issues during the winter 
months. 
A committee is working with Megan to formulate 
how we will integrate in person classroom 
meetings, webinars, and discussion groups.  
Across the state the importance of socialization is 
now well understood for our programs, and we 
are definitely planning for in person classes.  Of 
course, the status of Covid can change things in an 
instant, so we will need to stay flexible.  Stay 
tuned as we progress toward 2022! 

(Continued on page 2) 
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CGMGA & OMGA 

Educational Tidbits 

CGMGA has also purchased a mobile wifi connection, 
i.e. hot spot, for plant clinics, remote plant clinic 
locations, and the church where we have many of our 
classes.  This will allow us to access the internet without 
threat of no connection or a weak connection.  So please 

sign up for a plant clinic to offload those who have been 
stepping in to carry much of the burden of answering 
our community’s gardening questions. 
Thanks, 
Sandi 
swim@gorge.net 

(Continued from page 1) 

HRSWC Weed of the Month: Puncturevine –  

A Painful Pest Invading Hood River  

Puncturevine is a sprawling annual plant that forms a dense mat with very 

sharp, spiny seed heads. Also known as goathead, puncturevine has 

branched stems that can spread up to 6 feet wide, stemming from a single 

crown. Flowers are small, yellow and have 5 petals. The leaves are hairy, 

1-3 inches long, and divided into leaflets, each about 1/4 inch long. The 

seed head is woody with very sharp spines. Seeds are easily spread by 

sticking into footwear, vehicle tires and animals. Puncturevine thrives in 

sunny, dry, rocky locations such as roadsides or gravel parking lots. This 

plant poses serious problems for recreationalists and agriculturalists alike. 

The seeds can easily puncture a bike tire, inflatable raft or dog’s paw. 

Plants are actively producing seeds now and will continue to do so until 

the first frost. 

Puncturevine has been found throughout Hood River County, including 

along the Mosier-Twin Tunnels trail, the Hood River waterfront, the 

Odell industrial area, Eastside Road, Lost Lake Road and along Tucker 

Rd. It has also been found in area orchards where seeds are being spread 

by tractor tires and other farming activities. If you see it, pull it and please 

report it to the Oregon Invasives Hotline at oregoninvasiveshotline.org or 

1-866-INVADER. Unfortunately, Hood River County does not have the 

capacity to address infestations of this weed. Landowners should be 

prepared to address any infestations found on their own property. To 

remove it, try to get the entire taproot and all the seeds, bag it and put it 

in the garbage for landfill disposal. This is one weed to get before it gets 

you! 

Photo credit (top to bottom): Photos by Rich Old, XID Services, Inc. Bugwood.org, Photo by Rich Old, XID 
Services, Inc. Bugwood.org, Photo by L. Scott, Photo by L. Scott. 

https://oregoninvasiveshotline.org/
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Organic mulches Ugly Tomatoes 

MyMotherLode.com: Master Gardeners On Organic 
Mulches, Ugly Tomatoes. 
https://www.mymotherlode.com/news/
local/1866275/master-gardeners-on-organic-mulches
-ugly-tomatoes.html  

Here is an excellent article on organic 

mulches and ugly tomatoes. 

Water-wise Tips 

Using more water at home is a 'progressive tax' in more 
of our Central Gorge cities --- the more water used, 
the higher the $$$ rate per 1,000 gallons increases --- 
here are 12 excellent water-wise tips for your 
landscape. 

articles from Hood River Watershed Group  

How to be water smart in a time of drought 
 This year Oregon has recorded its second driest 
March-June on record going back to 1895. At 
only 40% of average precipitation, 2021 marks 
the fourth year in a row with well-below-
average precipitation in Oregon. Over 65% of 
Oregon is currently experiencing extreme-to-
exceptional drought status according to the US 
Drought Monitor depiction. Locally, the 
northern half of the Hood River Watershed is in 
a moderate drought, and the southern half is in 
a severe drought.  
 
The drought means lower than normal 
streamflows and storage, warmer in-stream 

water, warmer in-reservoir water, and reduced 
water supply for instream and out-of-stream 
uses. Many parts of the Hood River Watershed 
are experiencing extremely low stream flows. 
This can impair fish habitat and degrade water 
quality. Each of us can help keep more water in 
the Hood River and improve conditions for the 
farms, fish, and wildlife that make use of this 
limited resource. For many of us, the simplest 
place to conserve water is in our landscapes. 
The following tips can help you increase your 
water efficiency and eliminate water 
waste today.  
 
Water-Wise Tips for Your Landscape 
1. Water early in the day between 4 a.m. and 9 
a.m. when evaporation is lowest. The next best 
time is after 8 p.m. at night. Avoid watering on 
windy days - wind increases evaporation. 

(Continued on page 4) 

"Mulches, the soil coverings many people 
associate primarily with weed suppression and 
garden decoration, also play an important part 
in plant health and soil structure.  The right 
organic mulch — as opposed to black plastic 
or decorative rock— can enrich your garden." 
"Changing climate conditions are providing 
new challenges for tomatoes prone to splitting, 
as well as blossom-end rot, viruses, blight, and 
fungi.  These diseases create multiple problems 
but are not the only cause we have for ‘ugly’ 
tomatoes.  Nutrient deficiencies often produce 
disease-like systems.  The good news is that you 
can fix deficiencies.  Learn what you need to 
look for and what you need to know." 

https://www.mymotherlode.com/news/local/1866275/master-gardeners-on-organic-mulches-ugly-tomatoes.html
https://www.mymotherlode.com/news/local/1866275/master-gardeners-on-organic-mulches-ugly-tomatoes.html
https://www.mymotherlode.com/news/local/1866275/master-gardeners-on-organic-mulches-ugly-tomatoes.html
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2. Water infrequently but 
deeply. This promotes growth 
of deep root systems so plants 
can withstand longer dry 
periods while staying healthy. 
3. Check for leaking or broken 
sprinklers, hoses, and water 
lines. Fix them quickly. 
4. Never apply water faster than 
it can be absorbed. Sloped areas 
are tricky to water effectively. 
Contour around each plant to 
create a water well, or use 
terracing. 
6. Use a broom instead of a 
hose to clean patios, sidewalks 
and driveways. 
7. Redirect sprinklers to avoid 
hitting the pavement. Watering 
pavement is wasteful. 
8. Replace high-flow sprinklers 
with low-flow, micro-sprinklers 

or drip irrigation lines. 
9. Remove weeds regularly and 
use a weed barrier such as 
mulch material, bark, or filter 
fabric. Weeds rob other plants 
of water. 
10. Mix composted yard 
trimmings, manure, leaves, and 
other organics into your soil to 
increase water retention 
capacity and nutrients.  
11. Mulching with bark chips or 
weed-free straw can help 
decrease water loss from the 
soil. Mulch also keeps soil 
porous, improves aeration, and 
increases infiltration. 
12. If you have a water right 
and your water is delivered by 
an irrigation district, learn what 
your allotment is so that you 
can stay within it. If you do not 
have a water right, check with 
your domestic water provider 

to learn their rules for using 
domestic water for irrigation. 
 
** If you have a lawn, chances 
are it's your biggest water 
gobbler. Typically, at least 50% 
of water consumed by 
households is used outdoors - 
and most of that is for lawns. 
Over-watering lawns leads to 
shallow root systems that are 
susceptible to drought, weeds, 
and disease. Too much irrigation 
also increases runoff that carries 
fertilizer and other pollutants 
into streams and 
groundwater. Most lawns only 
need about 1” of water a week 
to stay green. Use a tuna can to 
measure how much your 
sprinklers apply. If you have a 
pasture, pasture grasses in the 
Hood River/Odell area require 
about 1 ½ inches per week 
during July. The Parkdale area 
would require about 1.12 
inches per week in July. Keep in 
mind that July represents the 
highest use month based on 
evaporation and plant growth.   
 
Please join the effort to keep 
our creeks, rivers, and streams 
healthy!"From green roofs to 
bee bricks & hedgehog drawers, 
there are plenty of ways to 
make sterile buildings more 
accommodating to nature." 
"If people know how important 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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it is to help nature, and how important nature is 
to us, we generally find that people are very 
keen to do something to be able to help," says 
The Wildlife Trusts' Sue Young." 
"A 2018 study led by interdisciplinary 
conservation scientist Sarah Bekessy of RMIT 
University in Australia indicated that focusing on 

nature's positive aesthetic or cultural aspects, for 
example, could be more effective at engaging 
people in conservation." 
Why we should build for wildlife as well as 
people - http://www.bbc.com/future/
article/20210727-how-to-boost-biodiversity-
and-attract-wildlife-to-your-home 
Cj Flick 

(Continued from page 4) 

Educational Tidbits 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Library Garden 

The Hood River Library's Waterwise Garden Work 

Party will meet Friday, September 10, 2021, from 

10:00 to Noon. It may be wildly optimistic that we 

could go back to a later start, but the hundred-plus 

days should have faded away by then. Looking forward 

to seeing our group then!  

Norma 

FISH Garden 

Hello! My name is Amelia and I am the new Ameri-

corps/Jesuit Volunteer at FISH food bank and Spirit of 

Grace community garden. A bit about me. I am from 

Kansas City, Missouri. Recently I graduated from 

Regis University, where I studied sociology, commu-

nity-based food systems, and Spanish. I am looking 

forward to getting to know some of you over this up-

coming year and hopefully we will have opportunities 

to garden together. Please email me at  fishgar-

denvc@gmail.com if you want to get involved with 

FISH and the Spirit of Grace garden or if you have any 

other questions for me.  

Hood River County Fair Wrap-up  

by Sandi Rousseau 
Our presence at the county fair was successful.  
It was great to be out in the public once again 
(along with our Saturday plant clinic locations).  
We hosted a plant clinic on site, but a major 
goal was to get some visibility for OSU and our 
program since some of the Covid restrictions 
have been lifted. 
Mary and Diane Parrott did all of the pre-fair 
interaction with the fair organizing committee, 
and then a group of 19 of us staffed the booth 
during the four day period to respond to 69 
plant questions/problems.  We had our booth 
outside for the first time near a fair entrance 

(Continued on page 6) 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210727-how-to-boost-biodiversity-and-attract-wildlife-to-your-home
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210727-how-to-boost-biodiversity-and-attract-wildlife-to-your-home
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210727-how-to-boost-biodiversity-and-attract-wildlife-to-your-home
mailto:fishgardenvc@gmail.com
mailto:fishgardenvc@gmail.com
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(Continued on page 7) 

Volunteer Opportunities 

and the floral building.  The location was great 
for visibility, and the temperatures were 
pleasant outdoors under shade. 
With limited time to prepare because we were 
not completely sure the fair was actually going 
to occur, Megan obtained a lot of OSU give-a-
ways and borrowed a spin wheel to attract eyes 
to the booth.  While many of the parents of kids 
did not have gardening questions, the overall 
appeal of the booth attracted others who did 
have questions.  Like most remote plant clinics, 
we either answered questions on site or logged 
them onto a form to enter in our plant clinic 

spreadsheet for follow up. 
We also garnered some interest in receiving 
information about our Master Gardener 
program and community gardening classes.  
This was a benefit as well. 
Thanks to Mary and Diane for their pre-fair 
work, all who worked a shift or two at the 
booth, and Megan for obtaining the fun give-a-
ways.  In follow-up assessment, we felt the new 
location was a plus and was much more 
comfortable temperature wise than in the past.  
I would encourage you to sign up to staff our 
booth next year as it is a fun diversion from the 
typical plant clinic. 

(Continued from page 5) 

“Thank you” from the recipient of the Best of Show Horticulture Award for 
which we donated $25. 

Needed: Your Photos for our CGMGA Library 

As we continue to expand our community outreach,  

we are looking for photos of MG events and 

gardens.  To make this process easier, you can now 

upload photos directly to our shared Master Gardener 

Plant Clinic Drive.  

1.  Sign in as the MG Plant Clinic User  

2.  Click on the Drive Symbol  

3. Open “Photos” folder  
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Volunteer Opportunities 

4. Upload your photos into Folder 1 (create a new 

folder labeled with your name) 

 

5. Name your photos with topic/location/

photographer 

**Please Note: Only upload your best photos 

at the highest resolution possible. 

Any questions?  Please contact Paul Matalucci 

paul@wordwc.com 

(Continued from page 6) 

mailto:paul@wordwc.com
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Click here to download 

 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed 
Management Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

 Oregon Flora 

  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/
mgcoordinators/  

 Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Gardening Resources 
Upcoming events 

Garden Visit to Dennis Carlson’s 

Thursday, September 23rd 
3801 Barrett Drive Hood River, OR 97031 
You’ve been there before? Well, it’s always 
changing and now there’s another Master Gar-
dener plotting vegetables for her family in pre-
viously unused soil. Come find out who it is 
and see what new crops and other plants Den-
nis has growing. 
Questions? Call Kathy McGregor at 541 806 
0958 or Dennis at 541 399 5236 Email is in the 
directory. 
No food or drink provided unless you steal it 
from a plant!  

 

NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS 

In order to allow time for formatting the 

CGMGA Newsletter, please submit articles or 

calendar items by the 3rd Friday. Send 

newsletter information to Shari Bosler at 

sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://oregonflora.org
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/transplanting-established-trees-shrubs/
mailto:sharibosler@hotmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submissions

