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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  
 

August 11: Wednesday 10-12pm: 
CGMGA Exec Comm Mtg (via 
zoom, contact Christie Bradley for 
link) 
August 18: Wednesday 6:30-8pm: 
Garden visit to Paul Metalucci’s 
garden (see details in Upcoming 
Events) 
August 18: Wednesday: 
Deadline for submissions to the 
September CGMGA newsletter 
(please note the change in day)  

Month at a Glance 

Master Gardener Spotlight:  Want to know a bit more about 
some of our more quiet or reclusive Master Gardener members?  
Or maybe that MG who is ‘out front’ has an interesting story to 
tell.  Well, this issue and many future issues of the newsletter will 
feature a ‘Master Gardener Spotlight’ article.  This may take 
various formats depending on the writer, but you will get to know 
our members better, where he/she came from, how he/she got 
interested in gardening, and a lot of other information that may 
just link you to them more than you thought.  I think it will be a 
fun column and am appreciative to Jewel McKenzie and Anny 
VanNatta for jumping in to do these! 
 
Awards/Recognitions:  When our chapter’s committee met to 
determine the Master Gardener of the Year and Behind the Scenes 
Master Gardener of the Year, we had so many deserving candidates 
that it became obvious we needed more ways to recognize our 
volunteers.  So in addition to the Spotlight article, a committee led 
by Kelly Sullivan met and proposed four options for chapter 
awards that have been approved by the Executive Committee.  
Some revolve around MG project involvement, community 
involvement, educational outreach, plant clinic, and contributions 
in other ways.  There are also a couple of other suggestions being 
considered now, so more information about the categories for 
awards will be sent to you later when we solicit nominations.  
These awards will be presented at our annual Recognition 
Gathering in November. We have a plethora of talented people 
within our organization, and I hope these additional awards/

(Continued on page 2) 
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CGMGA & OMGA 

 

FISH garden:  ALL Monday 8-9 am, Tuesday 5:15
-6:15pm, Wednesday 8-9 am & Thursday 9-10 am 

Learning Garden: Thursday, August 5 and 19, 9 
am– noon  

Library Garden:  Friday, August 13, 8 -10 am 

Parkdale Memorial:  Saturday, August 28, 9 am 

Check our website for more calendar information:  

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/
current-master-gardeners 

Work Parties 

recognitions will help us better appreciate the 
contributions of our members. 
 
Mini College was a virtual success thanks to Eric and 
Shari Bosler’s long hours and efforts.  I hope many of 
you were able to enjoy the presentations.  As an FYI, 
you can still sign up to get the link to all of the 
programs that will be available for the next month for 
$49.  Go here to register: https://
mastergardenerminicollege.org/. 
 
Thanks, 
Sandi 
swim@gorge.net 

(Continued from page 1) 

Educational Tidbits 

HRSWC Weed of the Month: Purple Loosestrife 

Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) is an exotic 
invasive plant from Eurasia that infests wetlands and 
riparian zones throughout North America. It is a 
perennial, upright bushy plant with purple flowers. 
The plant can grow to be over 6 feet tall with 
hundreds of flowers. Stems are four to six sided and 
leaves are lance shaped with smooth edges. Purple 
loosestrife prefers to live in moist, marshy areas and 
forms dense clumps which out competes native 
vegetation and reduces wildlife habitat.  

Purple loosestrife spreads by seed and rhizomes. 
Plants can produce over a million seeds per plant! 
Purple loosestrife is widely established in Oregon 
along rivers, streams, ponds, wetlands, seeps, and wet 
meadows. Disturbed sites and artificially created 
wetlands are particularly vulnerable. 

Small patches can be hand pulled, but hand pulling 
often leaves root fragments behind which can regrow 
into new plants. Be sure to remove the entire plant 
and roots. Cutting the plant can reduce seed 
production but will not kill the plant. Late summer 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
https://mastergardenerminicollege.org/
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herbicide treatments have been shown to effectively manage small 
patches of purple loosestrife. Care should be taken when using 
herbicides around water and desirable vegetation, and this method is 
not recommended for typical landowners. For sites larger than a 
quarter acre, biological control is an option. However, biological 
control only slows the spread and will not eradicate the infestation. 
Purple loosestrife control is tricky – nip this one in the bud early! 

Heather Hendrixson, HRSWC 

(Continued from page 2) 

Educational Tidbits 

Tree Canopies 

Visit Rheingartner Park in downtown White Salmon 
and experience what tree canopies provide ---
 shade & a cooldown from our hot summer days. 
This can also apply to livestock in our rural 
communities (example:  cattle) where SHADE 
TREES, during lengthy hot temperatures, improve 
milk & muscle production by reducing animal 
stress.  It may appear that cattle have a most 
amazing range-of-tolerance for all weather 
conditions.  However, ALL animals 
require SHADE during extreme HEAT--- 
even butterflies!  
These Upcoming Webinars will focus on New 
Tools Aimed at Growing Tree Canopy using 
iTree Landscape - Washington Department of 
Natural Resources WA-DNR 
https://
dnrtreelink.wordpress.com/2021/07/09/
upcoming-webinars-will-focus-on-new-tools-
aimed-at-growing-tree-canopy/ 
Cj 

Here are some easy-to-read-&-digest 

gardening tips for JULY into AUGUST  

Keep sowing! 15 easy July gardening tasks to prolong the 
growing season 
 
How to support bees in a heat wave 

How to care for heat-damaged 

plants 

by Kym Porkory and Heather Stoven 
CORVALLIS, Ore. – Gardeners around the 
Northwest are distraught by the damage 
suffered by their plants during the recent heat 
wave. Questions have come pouring into 

(Continued on page 4) 

https://dnrtreelink.wordpress.com/2021/07/09/upcoming-webinars-will-focus-on-new-tools-aimed-at-growing-tree-canopy/
https://dnrtreelink.wordpress.com/2021/07/09/upcoming-webinars-will-focus-on-new-tools-aimed-at-growing-tree-canopy/
https://dnrtreelink.wordpress.com/2021/07/09/upcoming-webinars-will-focus-on-new-tools-aimed-at-growing-tree-canopy/
https://dnrtreelink.wordpress.com/2021/07/09/upcoming-webinars-will-focus-on-new-tools-aimed-at-growing-tree-canopy/
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2021/jul/02/keep-sowing-15-easy-july-gardening-tasks-to-prolong-the-growing-season
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2021/jul/02/keep-sowing-15-easy-july-gardening-tasks-to-prolong-the-growing-season
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/pollinators/how-support-bees-heatwave
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NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS 

In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit 

articles or calendar items by WEDNESDAY August 18th. Send newsletter 

information to Shari Bosler at sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

Educational Tidbits 

Oregon State University Extension Service and 
experts weigh in on what to do now. 
There’s no denying the damage is severe, said 
Heather Stoven, OSU Extension horticulturist. 
Some plants died and others were fried by the 
record-breaking temperatures. Even some that 
look extremely bad, like rhododendrons and 
hydrangeas, can bounce back. Burned leaves 
don’t necessarily equal a dead plant, so patience 
and observation are needed. 
Here are some recommendations from Stoven 
and other experts: 
Go ahead and cut off dead flowers, but try to 
resist the urge to remove partially dead leaves, 
and especially don’t do any hard pruning. Leaves, 
dead or alive, will shade foliage that wasn’t 
burned and those with some green remaining 
will continue to photosynthesis. Pruning forces 
new growth that will be damaged if there is 
another heat event and creates a place where 
diseases and pests can enter the plant. Also, keep 
in mind, if you cut back spring-blooming plants 
like rhododendrons, you’ll be cutting off buds 
that will be flowers next year. Foliage will grow 
back unless the plant is too far gone. 
Water deeply. Use drip or soaker hoses for more 
efficient water use; water is lost to evaporation 
when using an overhead sprinkler. Roots extend 

beyond the plant, so be sure to cover an area 
wider than just under the plant. Don’t 
overwater, however. Stressed plants are more 
susceptible to pests and diseases and root rot 
could become a problem. To test the moisture, 
stick a screwdriver in the soil. It will penetrate 
easily if the soil is moist. The best time is early 
morning so plants can use the water through the 
day when they need it and residual water will 
evaporate before night. 
Berries can be pruned lightly, but wait until the 
usual pruning time to remove this year’s fruiting 
canes. 
Apply mulch 2 to 3 inches deep. Any organic 
matter will help retain soil moisture and even 
out the temperature of the soil. 
A word about hydrangeas: There are multiple 
species of hydrangeas, some of which are more 
tolerant of heat and sun. The coveted bigleaf 
hydrangeas, with their large blue to pink 
blooms, are spectacular in the garden, however, 
they are going to be less tolerant of extreme 
drought and heat. Other species such as panicle 
(Hydragea paniculata) and oak leaf hydrangeas 
(H. quercifolia) can be grown in sun and tolerate 
drier soil. While these should not be considered 
drought-tolerant plants, they may be better 
suited for our climate and also have breathtaking 
blooms. 

(Continued from page 3) 

mailto:sharibosler@hotmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submissions
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Volunteer Opportunities 

FISH Garden 

Hello friends of the 
garden, 
Thanks to everyone who 
came to our garden tour! 
We hoped you enjoyed 
seeing it as much as we 
enjoyed having you there. 
We are busy harvesting 
peppers, berries, 
tomatoes, basil and more 
for the food bank. We are 
also planting and tending 
seedlings (cauliflower, 
spinach, beets, and 
chard) for a fall crop. 
We’d love to have you in 
the garden with us! Feel 
free to learn along with 
us as we navigate 
seasonal change. 
Mondays 8-9 am 
(Harvest) 
Tuesdays 5:15-6:15 pm 
Wednesdays 8-9 am 
(Harvest) 
Thursday 9-10 am 
Finally, Marly here to 
give a HUGE thank you 
to everyone for making 

me feel so welcomed this 
year! Unfortunately, this 
is my last newsletter 
message to all of you. I 
will be moving to the Bay 
Area in California - my 
number stays the same, 
so if you’re in the area 
don’t hesitate to reach 
out! I am followed by 
another JV, who you will 
all meet the next time 
you’re in the garden! The 
first few weeks in August 
would be a great time to 
come and volunteer as 
there is a gap between 
me and the next JV and 
I'm sure the next JV will 
appreciate having extra 
hands around! I 
remember how much I 
appreciated all the 
knowledge everyone had 
to share that first month. 
 
Reach out to Kathy with 
any questions and if you 
want to volunteer! 

Library Garden 

August Work Party, Friday, August 
13, 2021, 8-10 a.m. 
This month, we will focus on  
• cleanup (deadheading, removing 

dead wood, raking),  
• correcting irrigation lines, emitters, 

etc. as needed,  
• evaluating plant status and suggesting 

actions (replacement, pruning, new 
additions), and  

• developing a plan/strategy for 
creating a kiosk and/or desk display 
and a flyer. 

Norma Benson 
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Upcoming events 

Garden Visit - It’s Dahlia Season!  

Time to enjoy a marvelous garden and canoodle 
with your Master Gardener buddies! 
 
Paul Matalucci’s Apple Core Farm and Cut 
Flowers  
Wednesday, August 18, 6:30-8:00 pm 
3993 Endow Drive (enter from Hwy. 35!) 
Hood River, Oregon 97031  
541.354.1520 (land) 415.722.4875 (mobile) 

Questions: Contact Paul or Kathy 
No food or drink will be supplied, but 
remember to bring drinking water, and prepare 
for sun, heat, very little shade, and Lots of 
Dahlias!  
This event will happen no matter what the 
weather!! 
Kathy McGregor  
doc_kathy@charter.net 

Spotlight on a master gardener 

Allow me to introduce……Paul Matalucci 

If you’ve been active as a 
Master Gardener for the past 
several years, you’ve 
undoubtedly met Paul so this 
isn’t so much an 
introduction……more a peek 
into the life behind the smile.  
Born in Ruislip, England, due 
to his father serving in the 
U.S. Air Force, Paul is the 
oldest of four children. Paul’s 
Mom always managed to have 
a small garden, as many people 
did at the time, so his 
exposure to the beauty of 
flowers started very early. Paul 
reminisced a bit about his 
earliest memories of flowers 
that likely fueled his lifelong 
love affair with them.  “One of 
my earliest plant memories 
was from my childhood living 

on a Royal Air Force base in 
Uxbridge, England, not far 
from London. Near our house 
was a pile of rubble with 
visible foundations from the 

buildings that once stood 
there. It was my favorite place 

to play as a boy, and I still 
remember the untended 
lupine in full bloom, springing 
up from the bricks and rock, 
most likely left behind from an 
occupant's victory garden. The 
thought of flowers pushing up 
through the rubble and 
delighting a young boy has 
stayed with me for forty 
years.” 
At the age of 10 the family was 
relocated to Albuquerque, 
NM. Paul recalls thinking he 
had lost his sense of smell. 
Because of the dry climate, 
smells were harder to detect 
than in the damp climate of 
England. Paul’s Mom was 
finally able to have a 
substantial garden and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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eventually a floral business…..runs in 
the family, apparently! Fast forward a 
few years to high school where Paul 
grew and hybridized tall bearded iris 
in his back yard. In his early 20s, he 
found ways to grow potted plants in 
his apartments with dreams of a 
future garden.  
Paul and his partner, Tom Osborne, 
stumbled across the Gorge area while 
driving back to San Francisco, after a 
trip to Unity, OR to view the solar 
eclipse. They had arrived at their 
AirBnB, in Parkdale, after dark, so 
did not see the view of Mt. Hood 
until the next morning. The rest is 
history, apparently. Paul finally agreed 
with Tom, that “…. this is a place I 
could see myself living.” Tom has 
family in Oregon which he’d wanted 
to live closer to for a while, so finding 
a place that satisfied Pauls’ yearning 
to garden was the icing on the cake! 
Paul became a UC certified Master 
Gardener in 2015 and immediately 
recertified in Oregon when he, 
relocated here. “Many years ago, a 
wise older friend told me that the 
secret to feeling young is to always be 
learning something. I particularly 
enjoy how much I've learned while 
serving as a Master Gardener, and 
just as important, being reminded 
often of how much I still have to 
learn.” Apparently that education is 
serving him well. Paul’s business, 
Apple Core Farm, is a delight to 

behold! (check out the website at  
https://www.applecorefarm.com )
Paul is like a giddy child walking 
around the property and talking 
about the flowers he nurtures. I think 
he sums it up quite nicely “I couldn't 
be happier than spending my days 
thinking about, growing, and sharing 
what I love with all my heart. I hope 
my flowers bring as much joy to 
others as they bring me.” 
 
In closing I asked Paul if there was 
something about him that might 
surprise us about him. He quickly 
shared this little bit: “I arrived in the 
U.S. at the age of 10 with a full-
on Brideshead Revisited accent. Of 
my siblings, I was the last to lose my 
accent, which persisted into my 20s 
and then gradually "migrated" 
westward as I aged; first sounding 
like I was from Boston, then 
somewhere in the Midwest, and 
finally landing in the Rockies. You can 
still detect an accent when I say 
words like water and hawk but I'm 
otherwise fully American. One thing 
I never lost: English primary school 
stressed enunciation, and to this day, I 
pronounce every word……Even 
after my second glass of wine!” 
Now we all know a little more about 
Paul Matalucci. In my opinion, I don’t 
think the man has ever met a stranger, 
so please don’t hesitate to say 
hello….you’ll be glad you did! 
Submitted by Jewel McKenzie 

(Continued from page 6) 

Spotlight on a master gardener 

https://www.applecorefarm.com
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Click here to download 

 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed 
Management Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

 Oregon Flora 

  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/
mgcoordinators/  

 Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Gardening Resources 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://oregonflora.org
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/transplanting-established-trees-shrubs/

