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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  
 

July 14: Wednesday 10-12pm: CGMGA 
Exec Comm Mtg (via zoom, contact 
Christie Bradley for link) 
July 14: Wednesday 6:30-8pm: Garden 
Visit to FISH Spirit of Grace Garden 1140 
Tucker Rd, Hood River 
July 16: Friday: OMGA Mini College  
July 17: Saturday: OMGA Mini College 
July 23: Friday: Deadline for submissions 
to the August CGMGA newsletter  

Month at a Glance 

FISH garden:  ALL Mon 8-9 a.m., Tues 
5:15-6:15 p.m., & Thurs 9-10 a.m. 

Learning Garden: Thurs, July 8 & 22, 9 
a.m. – noon 

Library:  Fri, July 23, 8 -10 a.m. 

Parkdale Memorial:  Mon, July 26, 9 
a.m.  
Check our website for more calendar 
information:  

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/
hoodriver/current-master-gardeners 

Work Parties It’s Time to Get More Gardening Knowledge  
…. Mini College is Here!                      

 
It is not too late to sign up for Mini College.  It is always a 
fun time in person with other Master Gardeners, but being 
virtual this year has its advantages too.  It is economical 
($49 for two days of classes), you can go to every workshop 
rather than being limited to 2 or 3, you can stay in your 
pajamas and eat during sessions, and you can view every 
session afterwards at your leisure.  How can you lose on 
this one?  
 
Our chapter also has four scholarships available if you are 
interested.  You can go here for requirements to apply and 
the application form https://osu-wams-blogs-
uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/blogs.dir/3198/
files/2021/05/CGMGA-Policies-Rev-Final-Mar-21.pdf. 
The Mini college info is the last policy listed. 
 
Mini college is for anyone interested in gardening.  One 
does not have to be a Master Gardener, so ask your friends 
who might have an interest.  It is on Fri-Sat, July 16-17th.  
You can sign from the link on this page file:///C:/
Users/15038/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/
INetCache/Content.Outlook/8Y76J0U0/Mini%

(Continued on page 2) 
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CGMGA & OMGA 

BEAUTY IN THE BEAST 

FOR EVERYONE WHO GARDENS:  Gardener’s Mini College 2021 is an opportunity to expand 

your knowledge with up-to-date research and information to improve your gardening experi-

ence and sharpen your skills at growing beauty and abundance in your world.  

ORGANIC PRACTICES   *   SOIL SCIENCE   *   POLLINATORS   *   INSECT ID   *   HYDROPONICS   

*   PLANT SELECTION 

20College%20Promo%206-24-2021%20v%202%
20dated.pdf 
 
Garden Visits:  By the time you receive this, we will 
have had two garden visits….the first at my house and 
the second at Paul Matalucci’s home.  It is wonderful to 
be together again outside in a closer to feeling normal 
situation.  And it is a lot of fun to see other Master Gar-
dener’s spaces, projects, plants, problems, etc.  There 
is always something to learn!  So check out the dates in 
July. 
 
Plant Clinics:  Our question load has been pretty low 

in the plant clinics so far this year, but we have also had 
a lot of open slots for staffing the clinic.  Please go to 
SignUpGenius https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904094fa5ac22a0f49-2021 to check for some open 
slots so we will always have someone available a couple 
of times each week to respond. 
 
Covid:  We are closing in on ‘normal’.  OSU has lifted 
some restrictions, and our outdoor garden visits can be 
without masks.  It is so very nice to see people’s faces 
in the flesh!   
Thanks, 
Sandi  
swim@gorge.net 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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CGMGA & OMGA 

Visit our website…register now. 
http://mastergardenerminicollege.org 

 
Plan to join us July 16th and 17th for this year’s best virtual educational experience. 

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/

oregonmastergardenerassociation 

Scouting Identifying and Managing Pest Attacking Gardens and Crops in Oregon: 

Dr. Navneet Kaur  The same pests that attack field crops in Oregon also attack our gar-

dens. Focusing on commonly encountered species of cutworm, armyworm and other in-

sects, methods for detecting an early infestation and options for the management of it will 

be discussed. 

Invasive Species in Oregon: Dr. Jessica Rendon  Learn about invasive pests threatening 

Oregon and a few more looming just on the horizon, including: Japanese beetle, Gypsy 

moth, Asian giant hornet, Southern pink moth, Spotted lanternfly, Houdini fly, Lily and 

Viburnum leaf beetles, and the Allium Leafminer! Topics will include their introduction 

history in the Pacific Northwest, current eradication programs, why they are a threat, 

how to identify them and look-alikes, and what can be done to help stop their spread. 

(Continued from page 2) 

“..sustainable horticulture education and gardening projects that are rooted in science..” OMG Mission Statement 

Educational Tidbits 

HRSWC Weed of the Month 

Scotch broom was introduced as an ornamental along highway corridors and 
in western Oregon as a dune stabilizer. It is now one the most extensive forest 
weed species. Scotch broom is an attractive evergreen shrub. It has many slen-
der, erect, dark green branches with small leaves up to half an inch long. It 
grows from 3 to 10 feet in height. In May it is covered with bright yellow pea 
like flowers. The flowers mature to flattened seed pods that contain up to a doz-
en seeds each. Dried pods will crack and pop open in mid summer and eject the 
seeds a short distance. A single plant can produce well over 20,000 seeds that 
last in the soil for more than 30 years (some estimates are as long as 80 years).  
Scotch broom easily invades disturbed sites, natural areas, dunes and forest 
lands. This weed displaces native and beneficial plants and smothers tree seed-
lings, hampering reforestation efforts. It causes loss of grassland and open forest 
habitat. Flowers and seeds are toxic to humans and most animals. Scotch broom 

(Continued on page 4) 
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creates highly flammable fuels increasing wildfire dan-
ger. Control costs for this weed exceed $47 million 
annually. Scotch broom can be controlled by various 
methods depending upon the severity and the location 
of the infestation. Plants can be pulled when they are 
small and dug when they are larger. They can be cut 
between flowering and seed production and stumps 
can be treated with herbicides (check with the OSU 
Extension Master Gardeners for advice). Do not put 
plants with seed pods in compost or yard waste. They 
should be bagged and placed in the garbage. Do not 
burn plants with seed pods; when exposed to fire, its 
seeds burst from their seed pods.  
If you are looking for a yellow blooming bush for 
spring color, rather than planting Scotch broom con-
sider the native Tall Oregon Grape or the ornamental 
Forsythia hybrid.  

(Continued from page 3) “Fire Aware. Fire Prepared.” 

Are you ready for the next wildfire season? Last sum-
mer’s wildfire events impacted most Oregonians and 
we learned that EVERYONE living in Oregon should 
be prepared for a wildfire emergency. Every commu-
nity is different though, and it can be difficult to navi-
gate all of the resources. 

A series of webinar sessions and online local meetings 
address preparedness at three levels: 

Individual – What you can do now to get yourself, 
your family, and your home ready 

Community – How you can be a part of promoting a 
wildfire safe community 

Landscape – How you can live and thrive in a fire-
adapted environment 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/fire-program/
online-webinar-guide 

Eric Bosler 

Submitted by Jewel McKenzie 

OSU Hood River County Extension Master Gardener 
Volunteer 

There is a long rich history behind the Hood River 
County Public Library, starting in 1876 when the Eliza 
and Georgiana Smith family arrived by steamer to help 
settle the area, along with fifteen other determined 
families. Georgiana Smith worked diligently to ensure 
that the county library was a functioning resource for 
the community, long before the Carnegie building was 
built and dedicated, as the Carnegie Library in 1913. 
The library was originally a department of Hood River 
County, but when it closed the people of Hood River 
voted to privately fund the library and rename it as 
The Hood River County Library. (You can read more 
about the history behind the library at  https://
hoodriverlibrary.org/about/history-gardens/ ) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Master Gardeners love a 

challenge… and so do these 

plants! 

Educational Tidbits 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/fire-program/online-webinar-guide
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/fire-program/online-webinar-guide
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Let’s jump ahead 95 years and talk about the gardens 
created by local Master Gardener volunteers. In 2003 
the county approached Hood River County Master 
Gardeners, about beautifying a portion of the library 
front entrance area; I can only imagine the conversation 
that took place ”….There’s no water! No soil! It’s a hot 
& dry location! It’s surrounded by concrete!....Let’s do 
it!!!” Master Gardeners love a challenge! 

And so the Waterwise Library Garden project began 
with April Lee and Lesley Haskell leading the way. 
Amendments were added to the soil, an irrigation sys-
tem was installed, landscape boulders were brought in 
and a plan laid out to plant only native and/or drought 
tolerant perennial plants. Planning the garden in this 
manner would be less costly and time consuming to 
maintain. Once planted, the surrounding area between 
plants was covered with pea gravel. This practice helps 
in retaining moisture, keeps plant roots cool and aids in 
weed control! Water is a valuable commodity and 
planting a water wise garden in that location just made 
sense. 

Master Gardeners originally invested in this project 
knowing that the community would benefit, long term, 
by having a garden to enjoy and learn from. All the 
plants in both areas have identifying markers so that 
anyone strolling by can learn which varieties of plants 
do well in a sunny, dry environment. Master Gardeners 
continue to maintain these two garden areas, ensuring a 
beautiful entrance to our library year after year. 

Next time you visit the library or just pass by, see if you 
can find some of my favorites…..Rosa Rugosa, Chamo-
mile, Russian Sage, Liatris and Japanese Blood Grass! 
While you’re there check out the shaded patio area 
(compliments of the Hood River Lions Club) where 
you can relax, enjoy the beauty of the gardens and 
some very cool art! 

I have a feeling Georgiana Smith would be very proud 
of how this community continues to support not only 
an outstanding library, but gardens enjoyed by every-
one. 

If you have specific gardening or pest questions you can 
submit them, online, to the OSU Hood River Exten-
sion, Columbia Gorge Master Gardener’s virtual Plant 
Clinic at https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/
hoodriver  or by phone at 541-386-3343 ext.38259. 
Remember to provide detailed plant or pest problem 
information, as well as your preferred method of con-
tact. Master Gardeners are a free resource for research-
based information. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Educational Tidbits 
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Central Gorge Master 
Gardeners’ Waterwise Library 
Garden 

The Library Garden work group usually meets on the 
third Friday of the month, but July is different. In-
stead, we will meet on July 23 from 8 to 10 a.m. 
to avoid a timing conflict with the Mini-College Key-
note Address on Friday morning, 7/16. 

Our library projects include cleaning up, deadheading, 
checking irrigation to all the plants, making a map of 
the garden, and making a plant list including scientific 
and common names. Later in the summer, we 
will install new, more permanent markers, create a 
brochure, and possibly a kiosk outdoor and/or a small 
counter-top display inside the library for brochures on 
the Waterwise Garden.  

We'd love to have you join us. We might even go have 

a nice cuppa Jo at the Dog River Cafe afterwards! 

Norma Benson 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Upcoming events 

Garden Visit 

Wednesday, July 14, 6:30-8:00 
Garden Visit to FISH Spirit of Grace Garden 
1140 Tucker Rd , Hood River 

Marly Beck and the FISH Garden Steering Committee 
will be hosting a garden tour that will be preceded by 
dinner for those who want to meet up at the Hood 
River Taquería on 13th Street in Hood River.  

Meet with other Master Gardeners at 5:30 for 
conversation and Mexican food, then head over to the 

FISH Garden for tour, intro to the harvesting process 
used to supply fresh produce to the FISH Food Bank, 

and attend in-person   training on topics like cover 
crop, worm composting, and tool sharpening. During 
the tour, visitors will be shown the hugelkultur bed 
(housing natives for windbreak and pollinators), the 
new berry plantings, and the recently constructed 
kiosk. This kiosk has been years in the making and was 

(Continued on page 7) 
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NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS 

In order to allow time for formatting the 

CGMGA Newsletter, please submit articles or 

calendar items by the third Friday of the 

month.  Send newsletter information to Shari 

Bosler at sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

constructed by FISH volunteer and former 
Superintendent of Schools Chuck Bugge. Maps, seeds, 
to-do lists, and informational posters will be placed 
there. 

At this point, OSU allows only Master Gardener 
volunteers who have been approved to work on 
garden projects to attend the Garden Visit. No guests 
are invited to the Garden Visit.  

 

Marly and I hope this will encourage you to sign up to help 
with one of the many aspects of food production for local 
folks suffering from food insecurity. She writes: 

Hello friends of the garden! Things keep on growing 
at FISH and Spirit of Grace Garden, and we've already 
begun harvest for the food bank. Check out the photos 
of what we've harvested! We have recently expanded 
the number of open volunteer sessions; we now have 
three a week. We welcome volunteers on Mondays (8
-9 am), Tuesdays (5:15-6:15 pm) and Thursdays, (9-
10 am). The Monday session is dedicated to bringing 
in the harvest!  

Kathy McGregor, MG project leader/liaison 
541 806 0958, doc_kathy@charter.net 

Marly Beck, Garden coordinator and Jesuit/

Americorp volunteer 

fishgardenvc@gmail.com 

(Continued from page 6) 

Upcoming events 
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Click here to download 

Upcoming events 

 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed 
Management Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

 Oregon Flora 

  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/
mgcoordinators/  

 Transplanting Established Trees & Shrubs 

Gardening Resources 

Kokedama 

Moss Ball 

Date: July 14, 6–7:30 PM 

Location: Cave Creek Farm 

Cost: $20 per student 

Ages: Adults and ages 12+ 

 

Learn how to make a Kokedama, 

a Japanese moss ball, with 

Master Gardener Jennifer Harty. 

Transform your favorite houseplant 

into a work of art. This class will take 

you step-by-step through the process 

to create a spectacular and unusual 

display of your plants. This class is 

rated easy and available for anyone 

wishing to learn new ways to use plants 

as part of their decorating scheme. 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://oregonflora.org
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/transplanting-established-trees-shrubs/

