
Central Gorge Master Gardener™ Association 

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

Held via Zoom on Tuesday, July 14, 2021  

Next meeting: Tuesday, August 11, 2021, at Extension 

Attendees:  Bailey, Jean; Benson, Norma; Bosler, Eric; Bosler, Shari; Bradley, 

Christie; Dameier, Margo; Gehrig, Anne; Parrott, Diane; Parrott, Mary; Reese, 
Helga; Rousseau, Sandi; Spezia, Barbara; Stevens, John; VanNatta, Anny; 

Willis, Joanne; Wickersham, Megan; Willis, Joanne; Winfield, Bill.  

Secretary’s Report (Christie): The June minutes were approved.  

Treasurer’s Report (Joanne): Joanne sent out financial reports. Activity has 

been low.    

OSU/Extension (Megan): Megan does not have an update on the educator 
grant except that we are still waiting for the check. Seth Bradley gave some 

laptop recommendations. He found a good source for the laptop. Megan has a 
spare one that we can use for now, but we still want to go ahead with the 
purchase. Seth will go ahead and purchase it, and we can reimburse him. 

Ace Hardware in Hood River had guest WiFi.  

2022 training - Christie, Anne, Sandi, Margo, Eric and Shari, and Barbara 

want to be on the committee. Sandy Montag may want to, as well. The first 
meeting will probably be after the fair. There will probably be a mix of in-person 

and webinars, especially if we use OSU professors. We will probably meet as a 
group, as well. Some of the veteran members expressed concern about 
attending the same classes every year, and we want to explore having trainee 

core classes as well as advanced classes. We may want to partner with Wasco 
County.  

We will be advertising for new recruits this fall.  

Megan would love to have Neil Bell do his plant problem diagnosis class, if he is 

willing. It would also be good to have Bernadine do her berry class. Kris 
Schaedel is also willing to do a native plant class. Jacob Powell, the Ag 
specialist in Wasco & Sherman counties, offered to do a class on grasses and 

pasture management.  This would be an excellent community class. Margo 
would like to see us do at least 6 community classes. 

Plant Clinics - Tum-A-Lum wants us to do clinics there at least once a month. 

The Saturday clinics bring in a lot of questions. We might want to give people 



the opportunity to work on the questions they gathered while working at 
remote plant clinics on Saturdays. Megan will follow up with Tum-A-Lum and 

let us know what Saturday they are interested in.  

If people are at the Saturday Clinic and they get a question, they could answer 
the question virtually, as well. They just need to get the issue entered and then 

sign up for it.  If possible, people can fill out the online form at the plant clinic. 
Shari noted that we have to be careful to not ignore the other questions that 

have come in (and are still pending).  

The White Salmon Ace plant clinic sign is now at Dickey Farms. They are 

putting the sign out every day. It might be worth asking Dickey Farms if they 
want us to hold the plant clinic there. Tori Walker is the contact at Dickey 

Farms and Sandy Montag will help coordinate that. There is a plant clinic sign 
at the Extension office, so we could use that. Megan will take the sign to Tum-

A-Lum if they are interested. 

We would just have one Saturday location. We would probably do one Saturday 
a month in Washington, one at Tum-A-Lum, and the other 2 or 3 Saturdays at 

Ace in Hood River.  

OMGA (Anny): There was a motion to nominate Norma as the OMGA alternate 

representative. This was approved.   

Anny has still not gotten the OMGA notebook from Barbara Kilkenny .  

She now needs to meet with Norma and they are meeting tonight. Anny will be 
sending her materials she has.  

The big focus for OMGA is Mini College. Eric noted that the details are being 
finalized.  Attendance is a little bit lower. OMGA is looking for a Treasurer and 

Secretary. They have just found a newsletter person. Mini College is advertised 
in Gorge Current, but the link is broken. There was an article in the newsletter. 

Registration goes through Thursday at 5.  

Old Business 

OMGA Awards (Eric): The awards have been assembled and are soon to be 

announced. 

Garden Visits (Megan): Paul M’s garden visit is being re-scheduled, but has 
not been yet.  

There is a garden visit tonight at the food bank garden at 6:30. Marly is leaving 
at the end of July. Some people are meeting at the Taqueria before (at 5:30).  



Hot Spots (Anne G): Joanne is following up on the input Anne put together 
about the hot spot. However the original purchase details, from the library, was 

a solution that did not support Odell and Parkdale, so it is a bit higher than we 
originally anticipated. The purchase was approved through email. The monthly 

cost totals at $722.40 for the 2 year contract (which is required). This is $30.10 
per month. The hot spot would be stored at the Extension Center. Joanne 

finalized her detailed questions about phone number, address, contacts, etc.  

County Fair (Diane & Mary): Diane and Mary will not be at the fair, but they 
are coordinating. This is the 100th anniversary of the fair. There is a place for 

the popup canopy across from the floral building. Whoever sets it up needs to 
ask for placement specifics. There is a power outlet. Tubs can be stored in the 

floral building overnight. Scheduling for that will need to be coordinated with 
the garden club. We need to keep the booth open from 12 - 9 pm. Setup has to 

be finished before noon on Wednesday. We need to stay out of the floral 
building on Wednesday because they are doing the judging. Everyone was 
encouraged to sign up.  

The fair has not received tickets or passes yet - they will receive this week 

sometime. We get three passes for the entire fair; we don’t know what the pass 
format is. There was a proposal for CGMGA to buy passes for people manning 

the booths, which was approved. Each person will buy their pass and then 
submit for reimbursement.  

On Saturday night, everything can be packed. It has to be done by Sunday at 
noon.  

Awards (Sandi for Kelly): Kelly had a great awards meeting with her sub-

committee. They proposed 4 new awards that could be given every year, with 
two of them optional to give in a particular year.  

● Impact/Projects award - (official projects)  

● Community Outreach - project that benefits the community 
● Special services - provide special (above and beyond) 
● Plant Clinic - reliable plant clinic support 

Eric also proposed  

● Communicator of the year (communication outreach) 

● Educator of the year  

The executive committee voted on the 4 proposed by the award committee and 

these awards were approved. We will also get more information on the proposal 
for the other two (such as guidelines and criteria). These will be passed along to 

the award committee to determine. 



Garden Project Updates 

Parkdale Memorial Garden (Nancy): A dedication ceremony was held at the 
Parkdale Memorial Garden for the donated US flag provided by Senator 

Merkley. They dedicated a plaque, as well - designating the garden as a “never 
forget” garden in memory of those who died while serving our country.  

Nancy applied for a blue star marker for the garden as well (which will need to 

be approved by the national garden association). Placement had to be approved 
by ODOT. This honors veterans.  

Library Garden (Norma): The library garden is looking really good and survived 
the heat wave well.  

New Business 

Master Gardener Spotlight (Sandi): A Master Gardener Spotlight will be added 
to the newsletter. Jewell will be working on that and Anny volunteered to help. 

Jewell is working on one for the August newsletter. If someone has an idea of 
someone to highlight, they should send the names to Sandi, Jewell, or Megan. 

The deadline for the next newsletter is a week from this coming Friday. 

Plant Clinic Hours (Sandi):  As we are a small group, we need to require some 
plant clinic responsibilities. As a group, we felt like the requirements need to be 

a bit flexible to make sure that people who cannot do the standard plant clinics 
have opportunities. Megan has already been working with people, but we don’t 

necessarily want to advertise this as a policy. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12. 

 

Meeting minutes taken by Christie Bradley 


