
Central Gorge Master Gardener™ Association

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

Held via Zoom on Tuesday, May 12, 2020

Next meeting: Tuesday, June 9, 2020, Virtual

Attendees:  Bailey, Jean; Bosler, Eric; Bosler, Shari; Bradley, Christie;

Dameier, Margo; Detar, Laurel;  Flake, Beth; Kilkenny, Barbara; Montag,

Sandy; Rousseau, Sandi; Slagle, Nancy; Stevens, John; Wickersham, Megan;

Secretary’s Report (Christie): Christie submitted the March and April

minutes. Christie made the updates from the drafts and these two sets are

approved.

Treasurer’s Report (Nancy): Nancy sent out financial reports. Activity has

been low.   There was a deposit for the Master Gardener, only, plant sale, with

another still to come in.

Gail wants to know what our losses are because we didn’t have a plant sale. Do

they want just what we specifically lost, or do they want to know the difference

from what was budgeted? Eric says she wanted to know what our anticipated

revenue had been. The request was for the chapters to let her know, so Nancy

will get a figure together and Barbara can contact Gail. Nancy is waiting for

final information from Laurel.

Shari has a question about the line items for OMGA rep expenses and Nancy

will move that.

OSU/Extension (Megan): There was a coordinator meeting Thursday and a

regional one yesterday. They discussed when they can move onto Phase 1 in

Oregon, which allows some garden activity. It is probably coming soon.

Extension may look at the guidelines North Carolina put in place.  She will give

us guidance as soon as she has some.

Sandi noted that individuals are going to the food bank garden, Parkdale and

the library, but the learning garden still does not have any activity. The official

stance is no Master Gardener hours will be given for work in any gardens until

the Phase 1 opening.

OMGA (Barbara): Mini College is cancelled this year. Most of the money spent

in preparation for Mini College has been reimbursed. A couple of small deposits

have been rolled over to next year. Most of the speakers are willing to come

next year.



The quarterly meeting for OMGA will be on Zoom in June tentatively.

For travel reimbursements, Sandy sent out a draft copy of it last night. Barbara

read the proposal. There was a motion to adopt the policy as written. There was

additional discussion about the possibility of inclement weather and it was

agreed that this would be covered. There were also additional questions about

the term per diem and how it is used.  Receipts totalling up to $150 per day

including food and lodging was approved.

Plant Clinic (Sandi): There was a discussion on the policy about ownership of

any issue you start working on. When Nicole G. did the plant clinic, she could

not finish her issues and did not want to wait until her next time to respond.

The intent really was that once you owned the issue, you could go back in and

just watch the queue for more information. One idea is if someone cannot

finish, but needs assistance, is there a way to note that someone needs to

follow up. When you are signing into the google docs, you could check on the

pending issues and follow up.

The reason Master Gardeners were going to own it was because people were

using their own email addresses. Now that we have a group email address, we

could just have it be an issue that people give back to the group, if they cannot

get back to it in a timely manner. Megan has been in every plant clinic in the

background and she is keeping track of what is going on. But if Megan cannot

make it, we need a policy.

The number of questions coming in is still fairly low for the most part, but

more people are starting to use the form and calling into the office. Eric has

some questions to turn in if it slows down.

Margo wants to go through mid-month, every month and do a press release

with a plant clinic photo of what is going on with the plant clinic. The group

thought this was a great idea.

John still has plant clinic flyers at his house. Sandy suggested that people grab

some flyers and keep them with you and put into stores as they open. People

can pick them up at John’s.

There was a question about whether people need to get a gmail account in their

own name and a zoom account in their own name to protect their privacy when

working in plant clinics. There is now a dedicated plant clinic gmail account.

Megan and Christie have been helping people log in as that user, which gives

them access to the resources. So people doing the plant clinic are not using

their own gmail, docs, or google drive. You can still log in with your personal

google account and see it, you just don’t have all of the tabs and resources. If



anyone wants to get that set up, or is having issues, they can contact Megan or

Christie.

Master Gardener of the Year and Behind the Scenes (Sandi): The committee

discussed putting the announcement in the newsletter and the best way to

honor the recipients. Their picture and a write up will be in the paper. Renee

Taylor and Christie Bradley were co-recipients of Master Gardener of the Year.

Anne Saxby and Shari Bosler were Behind the Scenes. Margo will try and get

an article in the paper. She needs someone to send her the criteria and

information and she can use the same information for both. She wants to know

why each person was selected, which is in the nominations. So Sandi will send

her the nominations and Eric will supply the photos from the directory.

Safety Levy (Sandy) Beth’s letter was published. Margo’s is submitted. Maria

Kollas had a letter published. Sandi’s was not published yet.

New Business

Newsletter (Shari) There was a suggestion to put member’s pictures in the

newsletters. Margo thought this would be good because we don’t have the

group gardens for stories. If we have photos of individual gardens, the people

submitting the information could make it educational by writing up something

going on in their gardens (landscaping, insects, etc). This could help keep

people connected. Do we put something in the newsletter that we are looking,

or do we choose people to start it off. It is up to the member to write it and

submit photos. Laurel would like to high;ight her peonies and write up an

educational piece with photos. This is a way to get service hours indirectly. We

might go to the 4th Friday this month for the newsletter due to the fact that

there are 5 Fridays this month (the 15th seems too early). Shari is proposing

the 22nd for the newsletter.

Megan can get attachments up to 2 MB, so you can email her a photo as an

attachment.

Eric would like to see someone take over the oversight role for the photos and

articles before they are submitted to Shari and Camille. Margo is willing to be

the go-between. Laurel will handle her own for this month.

Nancy would be willing to do one for the June newsletter on her raised beds.

The deadline is June 18.

Another suggestion is Tessa and her Americorps project in the food bank. That

would also be a good candidate for the newspaper.



Plant Sale (Laurel): We were able to recoup all of the cost of the plugs in the

MG sales. Laurel will write a recap for the newsletter.

Garden Tour (Sandy for Karen): The garden tour team has some gardens that

have been suggested and they are moving forward, but they still want more

gardens. They are having a Zoom meeting later in the month.

John suggested doing the garden tour earlier, but there has not been much

discussion on that because they are focused on finding gardens.

Fish Foodbank (Sandy for Tessa): Tessa has permission to be in the garden,

and there are Master Gardeners working in that garden as private citizens.

County Fair (Barbara): Barbara thinks we will not be having a County Fair,

but she has not gotten confirmation on that. It is likely, since the state fair is

cancelled, that the county fair will not happen. Wasco County Fair has already

been cancelled.

Seed to Supper (Sandy for Renee): Seed to Supper will not be happening this

year. There is at least one group that has done a virtual seed to supper

successfully.

Gardening to Save the World (Margo): There were 55 participants in the first

seminar. We were not able to capture the information about who the

participants were. They added the indicator upon registration to indicate if you

are a Master Gardener )for the future ones).

The last link for a seminar that is not on the website is Neil Bell’s, and his is

now available and Megan will be adding that.

There will be reviews on the series - discussion sessions. They are scheduled

for June 10 and July 29. Margo is prompting it as a way new MGs can get their

service hours and participate more.

Celebration Event Scheduling (Sandi): If things open up and we are worried

about them closing in the fall, we may want to change the date. Right now we

have a directive of no sizable meetings thru September. Megan thinks we might

want to choose a date earlier than November as a backup. Sandi said for the

Crag Rat schedule, we could pick a mid-week date, because most events have

already been cancelled, but they don’t want to see us move it and then change

it. She thinks we should leave it like it is right now and change it if we need to.

Megan does not foresee the Extension Office re-opening to in-person plant

clinics any time soon. Each county gets to decide and our offices are small,

have limited airflow, and minimal entrances and exits. We may be able to open



it to limited activities, like to have a single person come in to use the

microscope, for example. But not the public. We would have to look at these on

a case-by-case basis.

Search for Excellence (Sandy): Sandy suggests we consider applying for

Search for Excellence through OMGA. The Virtual Plant Clinic and Gardening

to Save the World programs may qualify for the Search for the Excellence

award. Both are unique and probably good candidates.

With no further business, the virtual meeting ended at 11:50.

Meeting minutes taken by Christie Bradley


