
Central Gorge Master Gardener™ Association

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

Held via Zoom on Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Next meeting: Wednesday April 14, 2021, Virtual

Attendees: Bailey, Jean; Bosler, Eric; Bosler, Shari; Dameier, Margo; Gehrig,

Anne; Kilkenny, Barbara; Bradley, Christie; Montag, Sandy; Rousseau, Sandi;

Slagle, Nancy; Stevens, John; VanNatta, Anny; Wickersham, Megan; Willis,

Joanne; Winfield, Bill

Project List (Joanne): The group updated the project list for the directory

Secretary’s Report (Christie):  The minutes for February were approved.

Treasurer’s Report (Joanne): Joanne sent the report out. She did not have the

balances from the endowments, but will add it next time. It does not come from

Quickbooks. There was a deposit of $0 because Joanne entered it into the

wrong account and she could not delete it.  There was a lost check that was

reissued. It was only about a $100 check, and a stop payment is $35, so we

voted not to stop payment. Am I not correct??

Policies (Sandi): Sandi described the high level changes to the policies. There

was a motion to approve that passed. Sandi will finalize the copy.



New Business

OSU / Extension (Megan): MG Connects is taking a break for a few weeks.

Megan wants to have one in the last week of March for an overview of the

program.

Are we going to be using ECCO for plant clinics? It is live and active and any

chapter can participate in it. It has a searchable database. Megan does not

want to promote it too much just to keep things simpler. You register with

ECCO, sign in for your county, and it gives you access for all counties.

The classes are being recorded. It will be useful to have a transcription of the

questions and answers in chat. Megan will keep putting the links out. She

encourages everyone to sign up for as many classes as possible and then take

them later from the recording if necessary.

Especially now, with online classes and plant clinic, Megan encourages

everyone to recertify. She is very willing to work with people with recertification

concerns.

Megan noted that we are approved for in-person work parties.

OMGA Report (Barbara): The last meeting was Friday the 5th. Applications for

MG of the Year need to be in by May 15. They want to know how many people

are in our membership - everyone who pays our chapter dues. There is a

difference between who is considered a Master Gardener and who is an

associate member (like associates and some lifetime members). There was a

discussion on this. There needs to be consistency between all of the chapters

on what is necessary for recertification.

Some chapters do not even require taking an exam. Megan sees the test as a

very important part of the classes and making the exam a social event is a net

positive.

There was a discussion about mini college and registration will be opening

soon. They are still looking for silent auction money. Some of this goes toward

Send a Friend, and the rest goes to OMGA operating and marketing expenses.

Mini College is open to the public.

Old Business

JEDI Diversity Committee (Anne G): This workgroup developed a needs

assessment and they are looking into distribution and partnerships.  They are



looking at the entire community and making sure the outreach and

accessibility is working well, and that there is a good collection of data on this.

Plant Sale Update (Christie): The plant sale has been doing a lot of work

behind the scenes creating the online and printable order forms. The first seed

planting party is today. At this time, there will not be volunteer positions for

watering; Bill is doing this.

Parkdale Memorial Garden (Nancy): They have started doing some work at the

garden and it is looking likely that there will be a guardrail added. They are

setting up work party schedules through the summer. They will probably have

work parties once a month.

Newsletter Link (Sandi): In the first email of the month, Megan will mention

the newsletter and people can go to the website to view it so that people don’t

get so much email. Sandi is concerned that people may not be reading the

newsletter right now and there is a lot of activity happening. Joanne noted that

there needs to be a link to the actual website. There was a discussion on

whether having a PDF is too large for some people, how to do the link, and

uploading the newsletter.

Megan is going to standardize the link for newsletters.

Membership Card (Joanne): What are the membership cards? The

membership cards were designed for discounts, but no one really uses them

and people can get the same discount by showing their badge.

Covid Training (Sandi): As we start work parties, we need to make sure

everyone has done their Covid paperwork and class.

With no further business, the virtual meeting ended at 11:40.

Meeting minutes taken by Christie Bradley


