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CGMGA & OMGA
From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .

Month at a Glance
(continued on page 2)

Wow …. What a Month!

We are in full gear for Spring with seed starting parties
for our plant sale, Seed to Supper classes starting April
5th, and Plant Clinics starting April 5th. It is a huge load
but exciting to have all these main activities in process!
Plant Sale:
By the time you read this we will have had four seed
starting parties at the greenhouse, and seedlings are
sprouting which is always exciting. We have a couple
of Saturday sessions coming up if you cannot join us
mid-week but can contribute some volunteer hours on
a weekend. The sessions are fun and gets us back in
touch with our gardening friends. Remember ……
volunteer to help with seed starting and you will be
getting a close-up view and know exactly what you
want to purchase. Lots to choose from!
Mark your calendars to plan to volunteer during the
week of May 3rd as we will be very busy preparing
orders for pick up later that week. We will need all
hands on deck to help. And regarding orders …. the
plant sale order form is here https://
blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/. Orders are first come
first serve and we hope to run out of everything. So
instead of getting to shop on site the day
before the sale to the public, you need to get
your order in NOW. The order form looks very
professional thanks to Christie Bradley.

Apr 3: Saturday 2-4pm: Greenhouse Seed Starting
work parties
Apr 5: Monday 1-4pm: Greenhouse Seed Starting
work parties
Apr 5: Monday 6-7:30pm: Seed to Supper class
via zoom (registration required)
Apr 7: Wednesday 2-4pm: Greenhouse Seed
Starting work parties
Apr 8: Thursday 9-12pm: Learning Garden work
party
Apr 8: Thursday 4:30-6:30pm: FISH garden work
party
Apr 10: Saturday 2-4pm: Greenhouse Seed
Starting work parties
Apr 12: Monday 6-7:30pm: Seed to Supper class
via zoom
Apr 14: Wednesday 10-12pm: CGMGA Exec
Comm Mtg (via zoom, contact Christie Bradley for
the link)
Apr 14: Wednesday 2-4pm: Greenhouse Seed
Starting work parties
Apr 19: Monday 2-4pm: Seed to Supper class via
zoom
Apr 22: Thursday 9-12pm: Learning Garden work
party
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Seed to Supper:
Seed to Supper has several students signed up and
Renee Taylor, Christie Bradley, Eric Bosler, Anne
Gehrig, and Megan are all engaged in preparing and
presenting the topics virtually. This is a great way to
outreach to our community to help those interested in
gardening but who want some guidance. And by the
(Continued on page 2)

CGMGA/OMGA

1

Educational Tidbits

4

Volunteer Opportunities

6

Upcoming Events

8

Gardening Resources

8

2

CENTRAL GORGE

CGMGA & OMGA
way, Master Gardeners can sign up for this series as
well at https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/
hoodriver/announcements/seed-supper-classesregister-now.
Plant Clinics:
Lastly, virtual plant clinics will officially begin April
5th. There have been a lot of plant clinic submissions
during February and March that have been handled by
a few of our group, but as requests for information
increase, we need all of you to sign up to volunteer.
The formatting for plant clinic has been revised to
make it simpler, and I think all of us will find it easier
than in our initial year of virtual interaction. We have
learned a lot in this first year.
There is light at the end of the tunnel with more
people vaccinated and the Covid risk level going down
in Hood River County. There is hope for some more
person-to-person interaction this summer.
Thanks to everyone for volunteering to make our
organization great. Stay safe and smart!

Month at a Glance
Apr 23: Friday 8-9am: KIHR Radio show with
Master Gardeners
Apr 24: Saturday 10:3pm: FISH garden work
party
Apr 24: Saturday 9am: Parkdale Garden work
party
Apr 26: Monday 6-7:30pm: Seed to Supper class
via zoom
May 3: Monday: 6-7:30pm: Seed to Supper class
via zoom
May 6: Thursday: 9-3 tentative: Plant sale pick up
May 7: Friday: 9-3 tentative: Plant sale pick up
May 8: Saturday: 9-3 tentative: Plant sale pick up
Check our website for more calendar information:
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/
current-master-gardeners

Sandi
swim@gorge.net

OMGA Report
OMGA 1st Quarterly Meeting was held on March 5th,
2021. The meeting began with a power point
presentation on OMGA Representative Orientation;
Roles and Responsibilities. The rest of the meeting
focused on a complete report about our planned MiniCollege scheduled for July 16 and 17th! An excellent
program has been put together by Eric Bosler and Sue
Nesbitt, both past presidents of OMGA.
OMGA is putting together a website where you will
be able to access information about Mini-College and
sign up to participate. The website will be available to
sign up for Mini-College April 1, 2021.
As most of you may know, OMGA is still facing some
vacancies on our Executive Board. So far, the
President Elect position remains vacant. Also, we
need someone to take over our Gardener’s Pen
newsletter.
(Continued on page 3)

Wow! Great things happen in July!
US Independence Day - International Kissing Day
(cancel due to Covid) - Cheesecake Day
Master Gardener Mini College – July 16 & 17
World Renowned Keynote Robert Michael Pyle
Interactive classes from leading horticultural experts
and educators
Creative hands-on workshops – Exciting activities.
Visit our website:
http://mastergardenerminicollege.org

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
Plan to join us for this year’s best virtual educational
experience.
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Our Statewide Program Leader Gail Langellotto,
reported on the success of our continuing education
programs offered by OSU. These programs include
the growing Oregon Gardeners, Level Up Series, and
the Elevated Master Gardener Skill Building Series.
Please take advantage of these great education
programs offered by OSU.
This is a reminder that our OMGA grant programs and
Master Gardener of the Year nominations are all due
May 15, 2021. Check out our website for
applications. https://omga.org/documents-andforms/
Barbara Kilkenny
State Representative

Christine Knowles, one of the artists in our 301
Gallery cooperative mentioned to me that her
brother, who lives in The Heights in Hood
River, has a very large garden plot that he can no
longer use because of an illness. It is open to
someone who would like a place to garden, but
doesn't have a place of their own. It can't be
organic, however, as it is very close to nonorganic commercial orchards. Interested parties
could contact me at wmasturman@gmail.com.

CGMGA Chapter Awards
It is that time of year to
nominate individuals for the
Master Gardener of the
year and Behind the Scenes
Award. We rely on the
membership to make those
nominations and would
appreciate your input. The
nominations should be
emailed to Megan by May
1st. Please make your
selections based on the
criteria below and include a written justification.
Master Gardener of the Year is awarded to the Master
Gardener who exhibits outstanding dedication and
service to the Master Gardener Program. Certification
as a Master Gardener is required as well as exceeding
the minimum number of volunteer payback hours.
Candidates should have participated in CGMGA
activities as Board members, project leaders or in
other leadership positions. The Master Gardener of
the Year is a premier contributor to the success of the
Central Gorge Master Gardener Association and OSU
Extension Service Master Gardener Program. In 2020
two Master Gardeners, Renee Taylor & Christie
Bradley were honored as Master Gardeners of the year
for their outstanding support of our organization when
our previous Program Assistant left. They literally
ushered us into the modern technology age.
Behind the Scenes is awarded to the Master Gardener
who works quietly and unselfishly behind the scenes to
further the OSU Master Gardener Program. This is
not a person who is out in front working on projects.
Rather, it is a person whom few may actually know the
level of their contributions. In 2020 Anne Saxby and
Shari Bosler were awarded the Behind the Scenes
Award. Anne was honored for her work in managing
and organizing the plant clinic in the Fall of 2020 and
Shari for her work on our newsletter each month.
Thanks so much.
Sandy Montag
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Educational Tidbits

should-i-wait-to-clean...
Maybe you've seen the graphic floating around social
media and you're wondering, "Should I wait to clean
up the garden until temperatures consistently reach
50ºF or higher, in order to help conserve insects?"
We decided to examine if it's fact or fiction.
The claim:

Many butterflies, bees, and other pollinators are currently overwintering in the dead leaves and hollowed
out stems of last year’s plants. If you clean your garden
now, you will literally be throwing away this year’s
butterflies, bees, and other beneficial pollinators.
The verdict:
Mixed. It’s not that simple. Bees that nest in the soil,
bees that nest in cavities above ground, and butterflies
are all different. There’s a better solution if you want
to conserve garden insects. Hint: set aside an unmanaged perennial habitat.

"To Clean or Not to Clean Your Next Box?"
https://nestwatch.org/connect/blog/to-clean-or-not
-to-clean-your-nest-box/

'How to Safely Eliminate Zebra Mussels in Moss Balls
Purchased at Pet Stores'
https://www.google.com/search?q=%
27How+to+Safely+Eliminate+Zebra+Mussels+in+
Moss+Balls+Purchased+at+Pet+Stores%27&oq=%
Quiet Clean Portland - Info on Leaf Blowers
https://www.quietcleanpdx.org/leaf-blowersdangers-pollution/
Cj Flick

Read the article written specifically about this topic by
Professor of Horticulture, Gail Langellotto, Ph.D.
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/.../should-i-waitclean...

Wetlands are areas that are saturated with water for at least part of the year and may be vegetated with trees,
shrubs, grasses, sedges, moss, or sometimes invasive species like reed canarygrass. They may form around the
edges of lakes, rivers, and streams, in low spots, where groundwater comes to the surface via seeps, or during
winter rains. Wetlands have soils that developed under wet conditions and naturally do not readily drain. Many
wetlands exist throughout the Hood River valley. With a little knowledge and a careful eye, you will start seeing
them everywhere!
Wetlands provide valuable ecosystem services including:
Providing flood storage and water supply - wetlands absorb and temporarily store stormwater and then slowly
(Continued on page 5)
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Educational Tidbits
(Continued from page 4)

release the stored water back to the stream or
groundwater, which is
critical during low
summer flows and
drought years when water
is needed most
Enhancing water quality wetlands are highly
effective at removing
nitrogen and phosphorus,
chemicals, metals, and
other pollutants.
Wetlands along streams
and rivers and those that
intercept field and road
runoff are especially good
at providing this service
Supplying food for entire
food chains from
microscopic organisms to
fish, birds, and humans
Creating habitat for fish
and wildlife, including
threatened species
and although most
wetlands in Hood River
County are small, they do
provide recreation
(birdwatching, hunting,
and fishing) and are
remarkably interesting to
look at and study!

bulrushes, or be forested with water loving trees such as
alder, cottonwood, and willows.
The health of Oregon’s wetlands is dependent on
maintaining those that remain.
While Oregon’s “no net loss of
wetlands” policy has slowed
wetland loss, they are still
disappearing. In the past,
upland agricultural conversion
was the main cause of decline,
whereas the threat now is
mainly due to urban and rural
development.
If you are considering
development or any other land
use change on your property
and think you have wetlands,
you can request a wetland
determination from the Oregon
Department of State Lands
(DSL). This free service will let
you know if wetlands are on
your site and if further mapping
and review by DSL is needed
prior to any activities. We
highly recommend contacting
DSL prior to any activities in or
near wetlands, rivers and
streams just to be safe (Wetland
Planning and Conservation).
You can also call the Hood
River SWCD for a free, nonregulatory site visit and
technical assistance (contact
Heather or Kris at 541-3864588)

The most common types
of wetlands in Hood
We all play a role in preserving
River County are
our remaining wetlands
forested wetlands,
through increasing our
shrubby riparian
knowledge and understanding
wetlands, and wet
of them and the critical
meadows. Many are
functions they provide and
seasonally flooded by rivers and streams while others are supporting sensible, conscientious land use planning.
hydrated by seepage or tributary streams. They can
Heather Hendrixson
contain mixes of grasses, sedges, forbes, cattails,
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Volunteer Opportunities

Yep…..It’s That Time Again…..Almost!!
The annual CGMGA Plant Sale has been a community
wide, anxiously awaited event in the past and this year
even more so! We are gearing up to make this one of the
best sales ever! Needless to say, it will be a little
different in that this will be an online ordering process
with a scheduled pick-up and pay on May 6, 7 or 8th
(current COVID guidelines will be observed every step
of the way). For folks who prefer a paper order form,
those will be available at the Hood River County
Library, 502 E. State St. and the White Salmon Public
Library, 77 NE Wauna Ave., as of Monday, March 22nd.

We are busily planting and nurturing 123 varieties of
annual and perennial flowers, vegetables, herbs and
native plants for you to choose from! Needless to say,
lots of help is needed to get everything planted then
maintained right up through May 3rd, when we will be
putting all the orders together. Please review the sign-up
sheet at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904094fa5ac22a0f49-greenhouse and lend a helping
hand where you can. It appears that sign-ups for planting
sessions are currently scheduled through April 14th after
which the hours will most likely change based on the
watering schedule. There will be more information
forthcoming in the April Newsletter.
The order form itself has been thoughtfully created for
ease of use and not only provides beautiful color photos
of each plant, but a full description, potential size and
sun/shade requirements. You can access the order form
at https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ . You will
also be able to access an inventory of the plants once you
click on the Plant Sale banner. That inventory will be
updated after orders are processed so you’ll know if
there are enough available for your needs.
The Plant Sale Committee has spent many hours on all
aspects of this year’s plant sale. As we all know, there is
still much work to do, so KUDOS & MANY THANKS
to all for your dedication to the success of this years’
plant sale. If you have any questions regarding the plant
sale you can email them to Christie
Bradley hrcbradley@gmail.com and Laurel
DeTar detar@gorge.net
Submitted by Jewel McKenzie

Dawn Weeman of Hood River, OR, Sandy Montag of White Salmon, WA
and Paul Mataluccci of Hood River, OR start peppers in the Central
Gorge Master Gardener greenhouse. Photos by Margo Dameier
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Volunteer Opportunities

Spanish Speaking Gardeners
Do you want to use your Spanish gardening vocabulary
more often? Here are some new opportunities as we are
working to improve our outreach to the Spanish speaking
community in the Gorge. To start with we will have our
Plant Clinic forms available in Spanish as well as
English. That means we'll need MG volunteers to answer
them in Spanish. We're also working with Radio Tierra to
start a gardening program in Spanish on the community

FISH Food Garden
We do have some work parties coming up for the
FISH Garden! Thursday, April 8, from 4:30-6:30 pm!
Also, Saturday, April 24th, from 1-3 pm!
Marly Beck

radio station. It may be based off the Seed to Supper
lessons or tied in to the topical gardening issues we are
highlighting on Facebook and Instagram. We are in the
early stages of figuring this out but we REALLY want
other MGs with Spanish skills and the interest in
participating to contact us. We hope to have some of this
programing up by April.
Apurate! Leanne Hogie and Dennis Carlson
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Upcoming events

HRSWC Native Plant Sale
I just wanted to extend my gratitude to everyone who participated in the
SWCD’s Native Plant Sale and for those of you who have taken an interest in
learning about native plants! We sold out of plants completely for the first
time ever in the history of the sale! I can’t believe it. Next year we will have
a larger inventory so that we can be sure everyone who wants plants can
access them. If you did place an order, you will be able to pick it up Friday
April 2nd 9-5pm or Saturday April 3rd 9-1pm at the OSU Cold Storage
Building just south of the Experiment Station office. You can always visit
our website for more information. Again, thank you. I’m looking forward
to the Master Gardener plant sale!

Gardening Resources


Hood River County Master Gardeners



blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/



GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants



Growing Your Own



Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart



OSU Publications



Oregon Flora



Monthly Gardening Calendars



https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/



PNW Handbooks



HortSense



UC IPM



OSU Gardening



WSU Gardening



Weed Identification



Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management

Area

Click here to download

N EWSLETTER S UBMISSIONS
In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit
articles or calendar items by the third Friday of the month. Send
newsletter information to Shari Bosler at sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks!

