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CGMGA & OMGA
From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .
November is usually the month when we have our
Recognition Celebration. Well, this year is unique and we
celebrated in September. However, we do have more
business to conduct, more news to share and more socializing
to do.
Therefore, we have scheduled an Association Meeting on
Thursday, November 5th @ 7:00PM on Zoom. Megan will
send out a zoom link so be sure to look for it. This will most
likely be our last get together before the New Year, so please
put it on your calendars.
We need to vote on the budget for 2021. Megan will give us
an update on the 2021 MG training schedule, content and
delivery method. Come with your questions. She will also
review our plant clinic statistics and trends. Garden leaders
will show videos of the MG fall gardens, discuss
achievements and future plans. We will have updates from
the GTSTW committee, Garden Tour Committee, Plant Sale
Committee, Seed to Supper committee and OMGA. Learn
about all the changes planned for the New Year.

Month at a Glance
Nov 5: Thursday 9-12pm:
Learning Garden work party
Nov 5: Thursday 7pm: CGMGA
Association Meeting via zoom
Nov 7: Saturday 10-12pm:
Pruning demonstration by
Sadafumi Uchiyama in the
Japanese Heritage Garden
Nov 10: Tuesday 10-12pm:
CGMGA Exec Comm Mtg (via
zoom, contact Christie Bradley
for the link)
Dec 5: Saturday 10-4pm:
Holiday Greenery Event at our
greenhouse (details below)
Check our website for more
calendar information: http://
extension.oregonstate.edu/
hoodriver/current-mastergardeners

See you on November 5th!
Sandy Montag

CGMGA gathers for Annual
Recognition Celebration
The Central Gorge Master
Gardener Association gathered
on the spacious lawn at Hood
River Valley Christian Church
on September 30, 2020 for the
annual Recognition Celebration.
Masks and distancing were
observed by the nearly 30
Master Gardeners and 6 guests
(Continued on page 2)
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on this beautiful and warm early fall
evening under a blue sky, and no wind.
CGMGA President, Sandy Montag started
the evening off by stating, “It has been
quite the year, and certainly not one that
we could have planned for.” With the
resignation of
our Program
Coordinator in
August of
2019, we were
left with the
task of
planning the
Master
Gardener
training
program ourselves, continue supervising
Plant Clinics, prepare the year end exam,
tally volunteer hours for certification, plan
the recognition ceremony and recruit new
Master Gardeners. Through the
perseverance of leaders in the CGMGA,
and support of the membership, our
program went on.
Special recognition and thanks were given
to 2019 CGMGA President Renee Taylor
who formed an advisory committee of
herself, Christie Bradley, Eric & Shari
Bosler, Helga Reese, Sandi Rousseau, and
Sandy Montag to ensure that the CGMG
program would continue without
interruption. Also recognized were Beth
Flake, Anne Saxby, and Leanne Hogie for
their supervision, evaluation and
organization of our plant clinics, as well as
Anne Gehrig for her role in preparing an
exciting, entertaining and educational final
exam.
In November, we welcomed our new
Program Assistant, Megan Wickersham,

and were ready for a fabulous 2020 of
Master Gardener classes, projects and
socialization. We started the year off with
a strong Mentor program to orient and
support our new Master Gardener
trainees, enjoyed our traditional welcome
potluck at the first class, and annual kick
off dinner at 3 Rivers Grill. There was
excellent attendance at the first four of
our six Community Classes and we were
enjoying learning together while getting to
know one another. At our Association
Meeting on March 11, we had social time
over pizza, salads and desserts and then
saw a presentation on bees by Frances
Fischer. After the break, we were given an
overview of each Master Gardener project
to assist new Master Gardeners in
selecting projects that they wished to
work on. And then... our world
drastically changed. Before the project
presentations were over, Megan learned
through her email that OSU had limited
attendance at
all in person
events to 25,
in an effort
to stop the
spread of
COVID-19.
This number
quickly
reduced to
10, and then
all in person
events were
canceled. This changed everything!
We quickly learned how to hold Zoom
meetings while adapting to this new global
situation. Our Spring Plant Sale and Seed
to Supper classes were canceled, and work
in all of our community gardens was
suspended for several months. Two
(Continued on page 3)
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projects were able to make changes and continue
through the pandemic. Our Plant Clinics became
Virtual thanks to the technical skills of Christie Bradley
and Deb Traver who worked
with the Plant Clinic committee
to set up online tools and to
train Master Gardeners on how
to use them. The summer
seminar series, Gardening to
Save the World, became a
webinar series through the
efforts of Kelly Sullivan, Megan
Wickersham, and Margo
Dameier, with initial technical
support by Christie Bradley.
Kelly quickly took on the role of webinar moderator
and become our webinar star! In fact, she received the
Golden Trowel award presented by Megan
Wickersham. The Golden Trowel award is presented
each year to a new Master Gardener trainee who
demonstrates exceptional leadership in the Master
Gardener program.
Other award recipients
were Renee Taylor and
Christie Bradley who each
received Master Gardener
of the Year awards, while
Behind the Scenes awards
went to Shari Bosler and
Anne Saxby. The CGMG
class of 2020 was also
recognized for their
commitment and tenacity
in continuing with the MG
program while major
changes were being made,
at times daily, due to COVID-19 safety guidelines.
Election of new officers for 2021 took place with the
following Master Gardeners voted in to serve on the
CGMGA Executive Committee:
President, Sandi Rousseau
President Elect, Joanne Willis

Secretary, Christie Bradley
Treasurer, Barbara Spezia
OMGA Rep, Barbara Kilkenny
OMGA Alt Rep, Anny VanNatta
In an overview of plans for the
2021 season, we learned that
the class structure will be
online and no new Master
Gardeners will be trained.
Interaction with the public
will remain virtual and
projects like the Plant Sale and
Garden Tour will be altered
to adhere to OSU distancing
guidelines at the time of the
event’s occurrence.
Throughout the event, each Master Gardener in
attendance was able to select a door prize from tables
set up with gardening books and gift bags. Distancing,
masks and a one-way path along the tables was
observed. Hand sanitizer, disposable masks and gloves
were also available for all to use. Beautiful floral table
decorations in a fall theme
were created by Julie
Ueland for the
Recognition ceremony.
To conclude the event,
Sandy honored Megan for
her quick learning and
ability to adapt to ever
changing and challenging
situations while being
supportive to our needs
and desires as an
Association.
The Master Gardener program for 2021 is sure to be
exciting and innovative. One big advantage we have is
the benefit of knowing how to work safely within the
parameters of OSU guidelines. CGMGA projects will
be different than in past years, but we will continue on
with the statewide mission of “Cultivating resilient and
(Continued on page 4)
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healthy communities throughout Oregon through
sustainable horticulture education
and gardening projects that are rooted in science and
that are supported by OSU Extension volunteers.”

Prepare for Winter with Livestock
For those of you with livestock, fall is the perfect time
to prepare for the wet winter months. Most of us
tend to accept mud and run-off as a part of the winter
season. But the truth of the matter is you can avoid
most mud problems by taking a few steps to manage
the water and soil on your land. These steps will protect your animal’s health as well as your property
(Continued on page 5)

The 2020 Washington Weed and
Invasive Species Conference
November 3-6, 2020!
There will be a free, online weed and invasives
conference put on by the Washington State Weed
Board on Nov. 3 – 5, 9-12pm. Please check it out,
looks interesting. Learn more about weeds, giant
Asian hornets and other pests. Here’s the link:
https://www.weedconference.org/
Anne Saxby

Oregon nursery finds destructive spotted lanternfly,
first ever reported in Oregon
A dead spotted lanternfly (SLF), Lycorma delicatula, was
found in a shipment of planters and ceramic pots sent
to Oregon from Pennsylvania. Recently, a nursery in
the Corvallis area found the dead female specimen and
called the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA)
Insect Pest Prevention and Management Program (1-800-5250137) to report.
“We are grateful to the nursery
for alerting us about their discovery,” said Dr. Helmuth
Rogg, ODA Plant Protection
and Conservation Programs Director. “We cannot be everywhere, that is why it is so critical to have the support of
our industry and all Oregonians in detecting invasive
pests such as the spotted lanternfly before it becomes
widespread. The spotted lanternfly could become a
serious pest here in the Pacific Northwest and we want
to prevent it from coming to Oregon in the first place.”
The SLF poses a threat to tree fruit and grape production. The SLF has also been reported as a serious pest of
grapevines in Korea. Grapes used for wine are a high

value crop in Oregon, valued at more than $238 million in 2019. This invasive pest also prefers a broad
range of more than 70 plant species including apples,
cherry, chestnut, hops, maple, peaches, pear, pine,
plum, poplar, oak, rose and walnut.
SLF was first found in North
America in 2014, in Pennsylvania. It is believed to have arrived
on shipments of stone from China. Since then, SLF has been
detected in 11 eastern states
(Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, Maryland, North Carolina, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia). California
has also found dead specimens in shipments to date.

ODA is not offering control suggestions at this time
due to our intention to prevent the pest from establishing in Oregon. If you believe you have found SLF,
please notify ODA immediately by calling 1-800-5250137 or email plant-entomologist@oda.state.or.us.
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Parkdale Memorial Garden

value.

Please enjoy these stunning photos of the Parkdale
Memorial Garden.

Begin by installing gutters and downspouts on all
structures on your property, including barns and
sheds. Use your downspouts to direct roof runoff directly into streams, ditches or heavily vegetated areas.
This will prevent soil erosion and mud around structures as well as keep the rain water clean.
Livestock should be removed from pastures, and limited to a holding area, paddock or corral (sacrifice
pasture) during wet winter months. Careful consideration should be given to the location, size and construction of these livestock holding areas. Choose a
well-drained area away from existing streams, ponds,
or other clean water. Interlocking grid mats, gravel,
sand, and geotextile fabric can be used to keep mud
from forming in these areas.
Fence all
livestock out
of
streams and
riparian
areas. If the
stream is
the animals’
primary
source of water, consider pumping
water to
a nearby
trough,
or providing
an alternative source of water. If this is not an option,
providing a “water gap” or a restricted access point to
the stream will reduce erosion.
Cover manure and soil piles as well as areas of ground
that are not vegetated. By simply tossing a tarp over
these mud-producing areas, you can avoid potentially
sticky situations. A tarp-covered manure pile will
protect water quality by not leaching nutrients into
surface or groundwater. If your manure pile is near
an open waterway move it to higher ground.
Following these simple management practices will
result in less mud and clean water, not to mention
drier, healthier livestock and a more functional property. Technical help and cost assistance may be available to implement these practices. For more information, please contact Kris at (541) 386-4588 or
kris@hoodriverswcd.org
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Pruning in Japanese Garden
Join us in the Japanese Heritage Garden for a pruning
demonstration by Sadafumi Uchiyama on Saturday,
November 7th from 10am to noon. This is a unique
opportunity to learn specific pruning techniques for
the Japanese plantings. The demonstration will be limited to 20 people and all attendees must have completed the OSU COVID training and checklist. If you plan
to attend, please RSVP
to: joanne.cgmga@gmail.com.

Holiday Greenery Event
Please save the date of Saturday, December 5 for the
11th annual Holiday Greenery Event.

own and any other items you might have to contribute,
such as ribbon, wreath rings, and miscellaneous décor.

I’m very excited to announce that we can hold the annual Holiday Greenery Event in our greenhouse yet
again. For those who have never participated, this is an
opportunity for you to get creative and make swags and
wreaths, with a little guidance from fellow Master Gardeners. We create for ourselves and also make a huge
variety of items as a service project for distribution
through the FISH Food Bank and WGAP.

To participate in scheduled work parties, there are two
requirements:
1) Complete the OSU Extension COVID-19 Awareness Training and send your completion certificate to
Megan megan.wickersham@oregonstate.edu. The
training is available at https://
envisionextension.thinkific.com/enrollments
2) Read the OSU Extension-approved safety guidelines
for resuming gardening activities and return the signed
safety check list (last page) to Megan.

However, we will need to abide by OSU and Covid-19
guidelines, wearing our masks and social distancing.
And, we need to limit our numbers in the greenhouse.
Master Gardeners must choose in advance which 2hour block that works best for them. We can schedule
blocks from 10-12pm, 12-2pm and 2-4pm. If you’re
interested in participating, please contact me, sharibosler@hotmail.com and I’ll sign you up for your preferred time. We are limited to 12 at any one time. Barbara Kilkenny, our very talented bowmaker, will make
up some bows in advance and also be on hand through
much of the day. If you’re also skilled in making bows
and willing to attend, please let me know.
We need and appreciate donations of a variety of greenery, so please check for whatever you might be able to
donate and leave it in advance in the shade structure,
next to the greenhouse. Also, please bring your own
pruners. I will have wire, though feel free to bring your
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Gardening Resources


Hood River County Master Gardeners



GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants



blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/



Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart



Growing Your Own



OSU Publications



Monthly Gardening Calendars



PNW Handbooks



HortSense



UC IPM



OSU Gardening



WSU Gardening



Weed Identification



Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management
Area

Click here to download

N EWSLET TER S UBMISSIONS
In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit
articles or calendar items by the third Friday of the month. Send
newsletter information to Shari Bosler at sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks!

