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CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  

 

Sept 8: Tuesday 10-12pm: 
CGMGA Exec Comm Mtg (via 
zoom. Everyone is welcome and 
can contact Christie Bradley for 
the link, if interested) 
Sept 30: Wednesday 5:30-7pm: 
CGMGA Recognition 
Celebration Event (see details 
below) 
Nov 7: Saturday 10-12pm: 
Pruning demonstration by 
Sadafumi Uchiyama in the 
Japanese Heritage Garden 
(“Tentative, dependent on OSU 
guidelines”)  
Check our website for more 
calendar information: http://
extension.oregonstate.edu/
hoodriver/current-master-
gardeners 

Month at a Glance 

Fall is the time of the year that we nominate and elect our new officers for next year. 
Our 2021 President will be Sandi Rousseau, who has been President Elect this year. 
The following Offices are open for nominations or volunteers: 

President Elect presides over the monthly Executive Meetings in the absence of the 
President and will advance to the Presidency the following year 

(Continued on page 2) 

Volunteers Wanted To Run For Executive 

Offices in CGMGA  

As the old saying goes, “when we get lemons, we make 
lemonade.” That was the task faced by the committee formed 
to plan the Recognition Celebration Event (formerly our 
graduation celebration). We usually have this event the first 
week of November with a delicious potluck, favors, prizes, 
and awards. Our new Master Gardeners receive their 
certificates and returning Master Gardeners are recertified for 
next year. We take care of Association business and then we 
CELEBRATE! 

Well, Covid-19 has changed everything. How can we have a 
fun celebratory event, stay safe, adhere to Oregon State and 
OSU guidelines without meeting over zoom? OK, get out 
your calendars, mark Wednesday, September 30th from 5:30-
7 PM and be prepared for a very unusual celebration. From 
our cars we will gather and commemorate our 
accomplishments. A pandemic has not stopped us from 
fulfilling our gardening mission, it will not stop us  
from celebrating our successes. Stay tuned for  
more details and see you on the 30th! 

Sandy Montag 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
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Secretary keeps the minutes and records for the 
organization 

Treasurer keeps the financial records and pays the 
bills 

OMGA Representative attends the quarterly State 
OMGA meetings and facilitates communication 
between OMGA and our chapter. 

Alternate OMGA Representative attends State 

OMGA meetings when the Representative is una-
ble to attend and will advance to the Representa-
tive position the following year 

Member at large positions – There are 5 members 
at large on the Executive Committee. They are 
appointed by the Executive Committee.  

Please consider serving CGMGA in one of the 
above capacities. It’s fun and rewarding. 

Let Sandy Montag know if you are interested or 

have questions. sandyhmontag@gmail.com  

(Continued from page 1) 

CGMGA & OMGA 

OMGA Report 
Hello Master Gardeners, 

The CGMGA Executive Board members, and 
myself as the State Representative for Hood River 
County, are seeking a Master Gardener who would 
be interested in becoming this year’s Alternate 
Representative to the Oregon Master Gardener 
Association.  Each chapter selects a representative 
and an alternate to attend the scheduled OMGA 
Board of Directors meetings and represent their 
chapter by participating in discussions and voting on 
issues brought to the floor at such meetings. The 
chapter representative and the alternate 
representative are the link in conveying relevant 
information between OMGA, our chapter and 
other chapters in the state. There are four quarterly 
meetings to attend.  The State Representative 
presents a written quarterly report that is sent to 
OMGA before the quarterly OMGA meeting.  It is 
also suggested in the guidelines from OMGA that 
you be willing and available to work on OMGA 
committees, inform our chapter about events, 
policy updates that affect our chapter and important 
items that will be placed on the OMGA website.  
The Alternate Representative will take the place of 
the State Representative at the end of the year and a 
new alternate will be sought out.  Please let me or 
anyone else on the board know if you are interested 
in filling this position.  This position is of value as 
you learn so much about OMGA: its purpose, 
mission and vision.  It has also been of value to me 
as I have met and befriended many like-minded 

Master Gardeners around 
the State of Oregon. 

This month of August, 
OMGA sent out a 
questionnaire that I will be 
answering by August 31, 
2020.  OMGA is asking each State Representative 
to help other Master Gardener chapters come up 
with the best solutions for moving forward in re-
opening and modifying programs in compliance 
with the OSU Covid-19 restrictions.  OMGA 
would like to get a view into what is going on with 
all the Chapters in our state.  Chris Rusch, our 
OMGA President, asked these questions: 

Is your Extension Office open? 

Is your Plant Clinic open?  What are your 

protocols? 

Are you having Chapter Meetings?  What is 

your format? Zoom, conference Call, 

outside face to face 

Are you able to work in your Demonstration 

Gardens and Greenhouses? What are your 

protocols? 

Have you modified your “pay-back” hour 

requirements for you new class of 2020?  

What are your modifications like? 

Are you making plans for 2021 new class?  

Reduced size? Online? 

Submitted by: Barbara Kilkenny State 

Representative 

mailto:sandyhmontag@gmail.com
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CGMGA & OMGA 

CGMGA Budget for 2021 

September is typically when the CGMGA begins the process of creating a 
budget for the upcoming year. While the Covid-19 crisis has our activities 
significantly modified, we know that we will be working on our projects and 
doing our best to reach out to the community with sound gardening advice 
and education. 

Our project leaders are being asked to submit their budget requests for 2021 
and any member of our chapter who is thinking about a project or making an 
expenditure of Chapter funds, should be making plans, submitting a pro-
posal, and requesting a budget.  

If you have a budget request for next year please submit it to anyone on the 
budget committee. A request form is posted and can be downloaded at: 
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1_pMu5do6ftXryUE8BCk40ihA0_iS8dYp/view?ths=true 

Thank you for your participation and all you do to forward the mission of the 
Master Gardener program and our Chapter. 

CGMGA Budget Committee: Sandi Rousseau, Sandy Montag, Joanne Willis, 

Eric Bosler  

Educational Tidbits 

Himalayan Blackberry 

Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus) – the large, 
black berries are edible and tasty – but this invasive plant 
is otherwise not palatable. Himalayan blackberry out 
competes native understory vegetation and prevents es-
tablishment of native trees that need sun for germina-
tion. It forms huge, dense thickets that can block access 
to waterways and other natural areas by wildlife and hu-
mans. Its abundance along a stream can indicate degrad-
ed conditions such as eroding banks. It can quickly grow 
and take over roadsides, pastures, riparian areas, fence 
lines, and other places you may not want it. 

Himalayan blackberry is easy to identify. It is a sprawling perennial vine with stems having large, thick thorns. The 
canes can grow up to 10 feet tall and 40 feet in length. The young canes arch as they grow longer and will root 
once they reach the ground. The compound leaves are large, round to oblong, and toothed, and typically come in 
sets of three or five. Flowers are pink to white, about an inch in diameter, and in clusters of 5 to 20. The plant re-

(Continued on page 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_pMu5do6ftXryUE8BCk40ihA0_iS8dYp/view?ths=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_pMu5do6ftXryUE8BCk40ihA0_iS8dYp/view?ths=true
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produces vegetatively by root and by seeds which are dis-
persed by birds and other animals eating the fruit. Seeds 
can remain viable for several years.  

Controlling Himalayan blackberry requires a long-term 
plan and years of vigilance. Start in the least infested areas 
first and then move to the larger thickets. Removing the 
above ground growth by mowing or cutting will kill it 
eventually but digging up the root crowns will make cut-
ting much more effective. Herbicides can be used but be 
sure to follow product labels carefully as different prod-
ucts need to be used at different times and may pose cer-
tain risks to people and the environment. 

For more information on Himalayan blackberry, including best management practices, visit 
www.columbiagorgecwma.org or contact the Wasco County Soil and Water Conservation District in The Dalles, 
Hood River Soil and Water Conservation District in Hood River, or Underwood Conservation District in White 
Salmon. 

Heather Hendrixson 

(Continued from page 3) 

Educational Tidbits 

Volunteer Opportunities 

What’s new in the FISH and Spirit of 

Grace Garden? 

Hello fellow gardeners! We are sharing a big update for the garden: Marly 
Beck, a new Jesuit Volunteer, is moving into the role of the Garden and 
Community Outreach Coordinator. She hails from Indianapolis, Indiana 
and is a recent graduate of Purdue University. She graduated with degrees 
in Sustainable Food and Farming Systems as well as Global Studies. She is 
passionate about food security and community building, and is excited to 
get to know everyone involved in Master Gardening! Right now, we are 
busy with harvest for the food bank, so if you or a community group you 
know is energized to give an hour or two of your time, we’d love to have 
you. Reach out to me about volunteering or if you just want to say hello, 
at fishgardenvc@gmail.com  
Best, 
Marly  

NOTE: Some of you work during the week, so we are trying to accommodate you. If there are times when you 

would like to volunteer, great! There are a lot of different things to do at pretty much any time. Let me know if 

you want to volunteer at other times and I will meet you there and orient you as needed. Contact Kathy McGregor 

(doc_kathy@charter.net; 541 806 0958) for more information. 

http://www.columbiagorgecwma.org
mailto:fishgardenvc@gmail.com
mailto:doc_kathy@charter.net
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit 
articles or calendar items by the third Friday of the month.   
Send newsletter information to Shari Bosler at sharibosler@hotmail.com.  
Thanks! 

 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management 
Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

Click here to download 

Gardening Resources 

Join us in the Japanese 

Heritage Garden for a 

pruning demonstration 

by Sadafumi Uchiyama 

on Saturday, November 

7th from 10am to noon. 

At this time, this date is 

tentative, dependent on 

OSU guidelines.   

Save the Date 

Upcoming events 

 

Recognition Celebration 

Join us on Wednesday, September 30 from 

5:30-7pm for our Recognition Celebration. 

Stay tuned for details. 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf

