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Our Country has been in turmoil the last 
couple of weeks over racial justice and 
equity. Megan in her 6/8 Monday update 
included a document from Gail 
Langellotto and LeAnn Locher on racial 
justice and Master Gardeners. That made 
me think about our Chapter. What does 
racial justice & equity in CGMGA look 
like? Have we reached out to diverse 
communities (Hispanic, Native American 
& African Americans) within the Gorge? I 
know that we have worked with the Fish 
Food Bank Garden, Next Door and 
taught Seed to Supper classes, but have 
we done enough to recruit new members 
within the diverse communities in the 
Gorge? How do we do that? How do we 
start a conversation? What ideas do you 
have? Please email or call me or attend an 
Executive Meeting so we can continue 
talking about this important topic and 
make progress in being a more inclusive 
Chapter. 

Sandy Montag 

CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  
 

July 1: Wednesday 6-7pm: Pollinators, presented by Andony 
Melathopolous, OSU Professor, Pollinator Health Extension  
July 2: Thursday 9-12pm: Learning Garden work party 
July 9: Thursday 9-12pm: Learning Garden work party 
July 14: Tuesday 10-12pm: CGMGA Exec Comm Mtg (via 
zoom. Everyone is welcome and can contact Christie Bradley for 
the link, if interested) 
July 15: Wednesday 6-7pm: Pesticide Safety, presented by 
Brooke Edmunds, Community Horticulture, Master Gardeners 
Linn and Benton Counties 
July 16: Thursday 9-12pm: Learning Garden work party 
July 16: Thursday 7pm: Review meeting for Gardening to Save 
the World series (see details below) 
July 23: Thursday 9-12pm: Learning Garden work party 
August 1: Saturday 10-12pm: Pruning demonstration by Sa-
dafumi Uchiyama in the Japanese Heritage Garden (“Tentative, 
dependent on OSU guidelines”)  
August 6: Thursday 9-12pm: Learning Garden work party 
August 20: Thursday 9-12pm: Learning Garden work party 
August 21: Friday 9am: Parkdale Garden work party  

Check our website for more calendar information:  
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-
gardeners 

Month at a Glance 

Oregon Master Gardener Association Officers Needed 

The Oregon Master Gardener Association is actively seeking a Newsletter Editor, 
President Elect and Treasurer.  The OMGA meets every quarter with Oregon Master 
Gardeners from each county in Oregon.   If you are interested in applying for any of 
these positions you may contact Eric Bosler.  His email address is eric-
bosler@hotmail.com.  Or you may contact Chris Rush on the OMGA website 
http://omga.org/contact-us/.  Please note that this is the state-wide Association, not 
our local CGMGA chapter. 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
mailto:ericbosler@hotmail.com
mailto:ericbosler@hotmail.com
http://omga.org/contact-us/
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CGMGA & OMGA 

OSU Extension Service has 

hired LeAnn Locher, a market-

ing and communications strate-

gist as the new Master Garden-

er outreach program coordina-

tor for Oregon State Universi-

ty Extension Service.  LeAnn 

Locher will join Gail Langel-

lotto, statewide coordinator 

for the Master Gardener pro-

gram in a new position that 

will oversee diversity initiative, 

branding and marketing, web-

site management and social 

media.  LeAnn Locher first 

became a Master Gardener in 

2009, and has been a garden 

columnist, blogger, podcaster 

and photographer.  LeAnn 

holds a bachelor’s degree in 

information and communica-

tion studies, instructional tech-

nology, from California State 

University, Chico. Hiring a 

Master Gardener program out-

reach coordinator will allow 

OSU to better serve the needs 

of the gardening public.    

Barbara Kilkenny, State Repre-

sentative CGMGA 

Meet LeAnn Locher 

Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) sounds lovely – 
but it is not. This very invasive deciduous tree has 
spread vigorously along waterways, roadways and ag-
ricultural areas.  It has pale grey bark, light brown 
twigs and large, pinnately compound alternate leaves.  
Each compound leaf is made up of 11-25 leaflets, ar-
ranged opposite each other. The compound leaves can 
grow up to four feet long, and each leaflet has one to 
several glands near their base.  

Identification can be difficult as its leaves are similar to 
black walnut, sumac and ash.  Tree of Heaven can be 
distinguished by its fuzzy brown twigs and seed heads 
that stand erect.  It also has a strong stench, particu-
larly from its flowers, that has been likened to cat 
urine.  Perhaps the best identifiers are the glands at 

(Continued on page 3) 

Tree of Heaven 

Educational Tidbits 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Educational Tidbits 

the base of the leaves, as seen here. 

Tree of Heaven is a prolific seed-producer which is 
why it is out-competing native species. It has large 
showy clusters of small yellow-green flowers in June 
that produce flat, single-seeded winged fruits in sum-
mer.  One tree can produce an estimated 325,000 
seeds each season.  It can thrive in harsh conditions, 

which is why you see it growing up in parking strips 
and through riprap.   

Tree of Heaven can be controlled numerous ways.  
The best way is to not plant it in the first place.  The 
next easiest is to pull out the small seedlings before the 
tap root develops.  Larger trees can be cut, although 
that will only slow it down, not kill it.  Cutting will 
also cause the tree to re-sprout vigorously.  If cutting 
down trees, it is recommended that cutting be fol-
lowed by painting the stump with an herbicide to im-
prove control.  Check with the OSU Extension Master 
Gardeners for advice on effective herbicides and always 
follow the herbicide label instructions.    Subsequent 
herbicide treatment of root suckers may also be need-
ed.   

You can also reduce the spread of this tree by cutting 
and bagging the seed heads on female trees.  Tree of 
Heaven is dioecious, meaning plants are either male or 
female. Targeting reduction of female trees is a strate-
gic way to slow this weedy and persistent invasive.  

Heather Hendrixson 

District Manager, Hood River Soil and Water Conservation 

District 

(Continued from page 2) 

In June, we’ve been granted conditional approval to re-
sume garden work parties.  For us, this applies to the 
Parkdale Garden, the Library Waterwise Garden, the 
Spirit of Grace/FISH Food Bank Garden and the OSU 
Extension Learning Garden. To participate in scheduled 
work parties, there are two requirements: 

Complete the OSU Extension COVID-19 Awareness 
Training and send your completion certificate to 
Megan megan.wickersham@oregonstate.edu. The 
training is available at https://
envisionextension.thinkific.com/enrollments 

Read the OSU Extension-approved safety guidelines for 
resuming gardening activities and return the signed 
safety check list (last page) to Megan.  

Please note that you will need to sign up for work par-
ties in advance. If you are interested in joining a garden 
team, please contact: 

Parkdale Garden - Bill Sturman: wmastur-

man@gmail.com 

Library Waterwise Garden - Beth 

Flake: elfio@yahoo.com 

Sprit of Grace/FISH Food Bank Garden - Kathy 

McGregor: doc_kathy@charter.net 

OSU Extension Learning Garden - Joanne Willis:  

joanne@cgmga@gmail.com or Laurel DeTar:  

detar@gorge.net 

Garden Work Parties have been approved for Master Gardener 

mailto:megan.wickersham@oregonstate.edu
https://envisionextension.thinkific.com/enrollments
https://envisionextension.thinkific.com/enrollments
mailto:wmasturman@gmail.com
mailto:wmasturman@gmail.com
mailto:elfio@yahoo.com
mailto:doc_kathy@charter.net
mailto:joanne@cgmga@gmail.com
mailto:detar@gorge.net
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Volunteer Opportunities 

  

Work parties are scheduled for July 2, 9,16, 23 and 

August 6, 20 all from 9-12pm 

Learning Garden Work Parties 

Because of the small size of the garden, rather than 

work parties, interested volunteers may contact Kathy 

(doc_kathy@charter.net) or Tessa 

(fishgardenvc@gmail.com) to set up a time to volun-

teer by themselves. Volunteers will be notified by 

email of work parties once they are scheduled. 

FISH Garden plans on  

reopening to volunteers 

Our Virtual Plant Clinics are underway and since we 

are not able to be out in the public, publicizing them 

to the community is bringing new challenges. In order 

to promote our Plant Clinics, I need your help. The 

next time you're doing a Plant Clinic, ask the person 

who's living with you to take your picture and send it 

to me. If you live alone and are comfortable using a 

selfie stick, that works too. Be sure that you wear your 

badge and have your screen with the Plant Clinic in 

progress and profile or full face of you visible. These 

will be used in publicity as well as our history. Include 

your name, the name of your Plant Clinic partner and 

the date in the email. Please select and send me the 

best one or two photos from your next Plant Clinic. 

Please size your photos to be 500-1000 pixels, and less 

than 100k. This allows them to be easily uploaded on 

electronic media. 

Margo  margo@gorge.net  

CGMGA Virtual Plant Clinics 

July 1, Pollinators 
presented by Andony 
Melathopolous, OSU Professor, 
Pollinator Health Extension 

July 15, Pesticide Safety  
presented by Brooke Edmunds, 
Community Horticulture, Master 
Gardeners Linn and Benton Coun-
ties 

Gardening to Save the World 
 
Pre-register by visiting http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/, then join in on the day of the seminar at 6pm. 

The final work party is scheduled in the Parkdale 

Garden for August 21 at 9:00 am.  

Parkdale Garden work party 

Upcoming Events 

mailto:doc_kathy@charter.net
mailto:fishgardenvc@gmail.com
mailto:margo@gorge.net
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
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Upcoming Events 

The Central Gorge Master Gardener webinar series of 
Gardening to Save the World concludes on Wednes-
day, July 15 at 6 pm with Brooke Edmunds presenting 
a webinar on Pesticides hosted by our own Master Gar-
dener trainee, Kelly Sullivan. I hope that you’ve been 
able to join us for one or more of these informative 
webinars and invite you to join our review meeting on 
Zoom at 7 pm on Thursday, July 16. 
In this review meeting we will discuss: 
1) The relevancy of 2020 topics to Master Gardeners 
and non-Master Gardeners 
2) How the technology worked for those who regis-
tered 
 Was it easy to find the registration link? 
 Ease of registration? 
 Did you get a reminder email? 

Was there confusion at any point of registration or log-
ging into the webinar? 
3) Suggestion of topics for 2021 Gardening to Save the 
World 
4) Other ideas on how to improve this series 
5) Form the 2021 planning committee 
Each participant will receive Educational Event Plan-
ning – Indirect volunteer hours for attending this meet-
ing. 
 
Please RSVP to Margo Dameier at margo@gorge.net. 
You’ll receive an email reminder prior to the meeting 
with Zoom log on information. New Master Gardner 
trainees are encouraged to attend this meeting! 
Thanks, Margo Dameier 
Project Leader, Gardening to Save the World 

Gardening to Save the World review meeting to be held on Zoom 

Join us in the Japanese Heritage Garden for a 

pruning demonstration by Sadafumi Uchiyama on 

Saturday, August 1st from 10am to noon. At this 

time, this date is tentative, dependent on OSU 

guidelines.   

Save the Date 

Hostas — AKA Plantain Lilies  

Garden Spotlight 

My wife, Carolyn and I love to garden.  We particularly 

love the perennials.  We enjoy the small nurseries in 

our region and have visited many from California to the 

Canadian Border.  I do not collect anything except 

plants. I get on a bend and need to buy one after anoth-

er.  I research them and then enjoy locating where to 

find them and bring them home.  In Vancouver for in-

stance I had over 60 varieties of Geraniums 

(Cranesbill). Other collections that have followed in-

(Continued on page 6) 

mailto:margo@gorge.net
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Garden Spotlight 

clude,  Geums, Coreopsis, Carolyn’s Primulas and 

Hostas.   

Hostas became a passion 

sort of innocently for 

me.  We bought a few for 

our early gardens.  After I 

joined Master Gardening I 

used to sit at the Saturday 

Market  plant clinic.  Eve-

ry week Loré and Jim 

Sampson had their Rarity 

Gardens tent some-

where.  If you do not 

know Loré — she is a bit 

infectious.  She can sell a 

straw hat to an Eskimo.  Soon I was stopping at the cash 

machine before I got to the market so I could haul 

home a Hosta or Daylily or two.  A trip to Sebright 

Gardens near Salem was the clincher.  Hundreds of 

varieties in garden setting and all are on steroids.  It is 

just beautiful.  They range 

from 2 inches tall to over 

40 inches and even broad-

er at the base.  Much to 

see.  Much to buy. 

There is so much variety in 

Hostas.  They come in 

lovely colors that usually 

feel cool in the gar-

den.  The main attraction 

are the leaves for me,  but 

they do bloom and some 

are quite fragrant.  Car-

olyn will include them in 

her bouquets.  Colors range from white and yellows to 

many colors of green and also a whole range of 

blues.   Many are variegated.  I am a sucker for any var-

iegation and love to look at those leaves.  I think they 

look like they were water colored by an artist.  Just a 

few of the characteristics Hostas have are stiff, corru-

gated, smooth, flimsy, 

oval shaped and round. 

We even have some that 

are shiny.   Descriptions 

are many.   For instance, I 

like the ones that have a 

‘pie crust edge’    So 

much to learn just to see 

how they are defined.   

Not all Hostas are shade 

lovers.  Surprisingly the 

ones with lots of light yel-

low tend to be sun lov-

ers.  Be sure to research 

this before you plant.  Many varieties are not just food 

for slugs and snails, especially the corrugated ones 

with  heavy leaves.    They are definitely not finicky 

where you plant them.  If they don’t like your choice of 

location  they will let you know because they will not 

establish well or thrive. 

You can move them any 

time.  They are pretty 

tough, proven by doing 

just fine our yard which is 

akin to a wind tunnel in 

the summer.   These 

plants come in every size 

you could need to fill any 

spot in your garden.  Hos-

tas divide easily but don’t 

divide for at least 3 years 

so you can see the true 

nature of the culti-

var.  Choose your colors well.  Got a dark shady spot 

in the garden?   Pop in a light colored Hosta and it be-

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Garden Spotlight 

comes an exclamation point — a candle in the 

dark.  Hostas usually look good the entire growing sea-

son.  Just deadhead the bloom after it fades. 

Hostas love to eat.  10-10-10 or 12-12-12 fertilizer 

about 3-4 times a season but not in the fall.  I learned 

something else while searching for all kinds of plant 

porn this year.  (https://plantinstructions.com/plants/

how-to-grow-bigger-hostas/). Epsom Salt hasmagnesi-

um — a necessary element for Hostas.  Mix 2 Tbls. 

Epsom salt to 1 gallon of water.  Use as a foliar spray as 

the Hostas emerge and grow.  Do this once a month for 

2 months.  Then cut the amount of Epsom Salt to 1 

Tbls. per gallon once a month for the rest of the sea-

son.  One of the benefits of doing this is to strengthen 

the stems and thicken their leaves.  Another advantage 

of this spay is that it makes the Hostas less attractive 

to  deer.  They are repelled by it somehow.  Emerging 

Hostas have been a Deer treat in our borders over the 

years.  Not so much this year.   

Consider adding a Hosta or two in your garden. Their 

names are reason enough. 

It is fun to just read the names on all the nursery web 

sites.  For instance our plant list includes, ‘Blue Mouse 

Ears’ and 4 of its cousins.  Also ‘Yellow Polka Dot Biki-

ni’, ‘Cool As A Cucumber’, ‘Empress Wu”. “Marilyn 

Monroe’ and ‘Deja Blue’. We even have a Hosta 

‘Christie Bradley’ and ‘Christie Bradley Variegated’ 

named after the  benefactress who gave them to 

us.  The list is endless.   

Enjoy them but do not get hooked.  I log every plant 

we buy and at this date, Carolyn and I have 91 varieties 

of them.  Perhaps we will someday find help for us.   Is 

there a 12 step program that accepts cou-

ples?                    

John Stevens - Class of 2006 

(Continued from page 6) 

Raised Beds 

What have you been doing to 
keep busy in this stay at home 
time?  I would bet we are all 
working in our gardens.  My 
project this year was to add new 
raised beds to my garden.  I al-
ready have some and really like 
them.  But each time I add raised 
beds, I try to improve on the 
design and make them better 
functioning.   
Raised garden beds are great for 
growing small plots of veggies 
and flowers. They keep pathway 
weeds from your garden soil, 
prevent soil compaction, provide 
good drainage, and serve as a 
barrier to pests such as slugs and 
snails.  If you decide to go with 
framed beds (rather than mound-

ed beds) the wood sides keep the 
soil from eroding or washing 
away. These beds allow you to 
plant earlier in the season be-
cause the soil is warmer and bet-
ter drained. Raised beds are also 
great for square foot gardening – 
check out this site for more in-
formation: https://
extension.psu.edu/give-square-
foot-gardening-a-try 
By raising the soil level, raised 
beds also reduce back strain 
when bending over to tend the 
bed. This is especially helpful for 
gardeners with bad backs. And if 
the beds are built well, you can 
sit on the edge of the bed while 
weeding. In fact, you can add a 

(Continued on page 8) 

https://plantinstructions.com/plants/how-to-grow-bigger-hostas/
https://plantinstructions.com/plants/how-to-grow-bigger-hostas/
https://extension.psu.edu/give-square-foot-gardening-a-try
https://extension.psu.edu/give-square-foot-gardening-a-try
https://extension.psu.edu/give-square-foot-gardening-a-try
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board to the top of the frame to sit on – my sisters have 
this set up and they really like it.  For some gardeners 
this is the biggest benefit of all.   
I live in Parkdale and the soil here is referred to as 
“Parkdale Gold.”  It is awesome soil, but the gophers 
discovered this, have moved in, and are not going away 
anytime soon.  They really love many of the things I like 
to grow – potatoes, garlic, snap peas, parsley, squash – 
you name it, they tend to make whole plants disappear.  
To prevent them from attacking my prize veggies, I use 
raised beds but with an added feature.  This year’s 
raised beds have ½ inch hardware cloth (welded wire 
mesh) secured to the bottom to keep the critters from 
entering the beds.   
I make my raised beds using cedar boards.  It is more 
expensive, but they last a lot longer and are safer to use.  
Untreated pine will last from 3 to 7 years.  Don’t use 
railroad ties or older pressure-treated wood that may 
contain creosote or other chemicals when building beds 
to grow your veggies.  I used metal brackets and screws 
to put the beds together.  You can use scrap 2 by 4’s 
instead.  You certainly can be very creative in choosing 
your materials - corrugated metal with a wood frame 
(some painted bright colors), cinder blocks with rebar 
to hold them in place and river rock, or even old wood 
pear bins. 
One of the things I quickly discovered is don’t make 
your bed too big.  Be sure you can reach all areas of the 
bed without having to actually get into the bed.  Walk-
ways should be around the entire raised bed.  I did not 
do that with my first beds and now I am redoing them.  
If you have the room, make your walkways about 3 feet 
wide to accommodate a wheelbarrow.  I have used 
gravel or wood chips for the walkways.  Landscape 
cloth or cardboard is a must to keep those pesky weeds 
down.   
The other thing that I learned was to make the walls 
higher to be comfortable for me to work in.  This year’s 
beds are 18 inches tall.  The only problem with that is it 
requires a lot of soil.  I purchased a load of Dirt Hug-
gers’ 50/50 mix (topsoil/compost).  But how much do 
you need?  Garden supply websites have a soil calculator 
that will help you determine what you need.  For exam-
ple, an 8 by 4 foot, 18 inch deep raised bed requires 1.8 
cubic yards of soil according to Gardener’s Supply 

Company.    
Finally, remember that you need to add nutrients and 
organic matter to help replenish the soil.  Also, because 
the raised beds will heat up and cool down more quick-
ly, you will need to monitor watering and frost protec-
tion later in the season.   
I love my raised beds.  What a great way to grow my 
precious veggies.   
Happy raised bed gardening! 
Nancy Slagle 

All Central Gorge Master Gardeners are encouraged to 

write educational articles about their areas of interest 

for Garden Spotlight and will earn Educational Writing 

– Direct volunteer hours for doing so.  Contact Margo 

Dameier, margo@gorge.net, for more information.   

Garden Spotlight 

mailto:margo@gorge.net
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit articles 
or calendar items by the third Friday of the month.  Send newsletter infor-
mation to Shari Bosler at sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management 
Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of GardenSmart 

Click here to download 

Gardening Resources 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf

