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APRIL 2020 

The daffodils are pushing up through the snow at my house and 

the sun is shining. It’s hard to believe that we are all facing some 

challenging times ahead. The most important priority is your 

health and the health of your loved ones. Staying connected is 

vital to our spirits and mental health. 

We want to continue to connect, learn and serve while we stay 

safe. Usually we communicate through our classes and various 

activities. While that has been curtailed, we will need to rely on 

electronic communication. It’s vitally important to read the newsletter each 

month and to pay attention to e-mails. Information in the newsletter may be 

outdated once you receive it so always check with the latest communication 

from Megan 

Everyone should have an electronic copy of the directory in spreadsheet form. If 

you notice any errors or did not receive a copy, please e-mail Joanne Willis at 

joanne.cgmga@gmail.com. The directory is your lifeline to contacting people in 

our organization. 

The Executive Committee has been meeting via Zoom teleconferencing. We 

welcome your participation and value your ideas and suggestions as we try to 

maneuver our new reality. Let Christie Bradley, hrcbradley@gmail.com,  know 

if you would like to be included. 

Changes to our Plant Sale are evolving. Updates are included in this newsletter 

and additional emails are forth coming. Project gardens will continue with some 

modifications. We may be developing virtual plant clinics. Stay tuned and 

connected. 

Sandy 

CGMGA & OMGA 

From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .  Apr 14: Tuesday 10-
12pm: CGMGA Exec 
Comm Mtg. Everyone is 
welcome       
May 22: Friday 9am: 
Parkdale Garden work 
party 
August 1: Saturday 10-
12pm: Pruning demon-
stration by Sadafumi 
Uchiyama in the Japanese 
Heritage Garden 
August 21: Friday 9am: 
Parkdale Garden work 
party  
 
Check our website for 
more calendar infor-
mation: http://
exten-
sion.oregonstate.edu/
hoodriver/current-
master-gardeners  
 

Month at a Glance 

mailto:joanne.cgmga@gmail.com
mailto:hrcbradley@gmail.com
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
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There is a spirit of optimism in all of us who grow things and those who are working on Mini-College have 
a lot of that spirit.  

After a careful review of the commitments and hard work done towards Mini-College, and the support of 
our State Director Gail Langellotto, OMGA has decided that we are moving forward with Mini-College 
2020. This decision will remain in constant review and May 15th has been determined to be the point at 
which the final decision will be made. Until then Mini-College is moving ahead at full speed. 

This year’s Mini-College is shaping up to be an outstanding event. The final details are in place on a truly 
excellent curriculum of classes, workshops, and tours. Scientists, educators, growers and some truly 

(Continued on page 3) 

CGMGA & OMGA 

It is that time of year to nominate individuals for 
Master Gardener of the year and Behind the Scenes.  
We rely on the membership to make those nomina-
tions and would appreciate your input. The nomina-
tions should be emailed to Megan by May 1st. Please 
make your selections based on the criteria below and 
include a written justification. 

Master Gardener of the Year is awarded to the Mas-
ter Gardener who exhibits outstanding dedication 
and service to the Master Gardener Program.  Certi-
fication as a Master Gardener is required as well as 
exceeding the minimum number of volunteer pay-
back hours. Candidates should have participated in 

CGMGA activities as Board members, project lead-
ers or in other leadership positions.  The Master Gar-
dener of the Year is a premier contributor to the suc-
cess of the Central Gorge Master Gardener Associa-
tion and OSU Extension Service Master Gardener 
Program. 

Behind the Scenes is awarded to the Master Gardener 
who works quietly and unselfishly behind the scenes 
to further the OSU Master Gardener Program. This 
is not a person who is out in front working on pro-
jects. Rather, it is a person whom few may actually 
know the level of their contributions. 

Thanks so much. 

Master Gardener of the Year and Behind the Scenes Awards 

We need more people to write a letter to the Editor 
in support of the Hood River Public Safety Levy 
scheduled for a vote on May 19th. As you are aware, 
OSU extension is partially funded by Hood River 
County. If the Public Safety Levy is not passed by the 
voters, the County will be unable to fund the Exten-
sion and our Master Gardener Program will be termi-
nated. 

Your letter need not be long. I will send you all the 

information you need to write in support of the levy 
and assign you a date to submit it to the Paper. Since 
the Paper is bi-weekly, two letters per week starting 
mid to late April and continuing until election day 
would make an impact. Thanks so much 

Contact Sandy Montag, sandyhmontag@gmail.com 

P.S. You will get volunteer hours 

Letters to the Editor of the Hood River News 

Mini-College 2020 “GPS” is still 
scheduled for July 24 & 25th at OSU. 

mailto:sandyhmontag@gmail.com
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Educational Tidbits 

creative people are on tap to offer an array of 
presentations that are not only timely and informative 
but share ways to enhance the beauty that growing 
things add to our lives.  

Returning this year are the popular extracurricular 
activities. Friday night is banquet night in the lovely 
setting of the Adair Clubhouse. The Silent Auction, 
Send-A-Friend Raffle, and Bookstore are all on tap. 
Early attendees can join in a social on Thursday night at 
the ballpark for a game between the Corvallis Knights 
and the Portland Pickles. OMGA is buying the first 
100 tickets. And there will be the usual fun and games 
in the dorm.  

With a registration fee of only $49.00 a day (lunch 

included) and housing options from the economy of 
the on-campus dorm (Bloss Hall), The Hilton Garden 
Inn, a KOA Campground and a variety of local hotels, 
Mini-College is, as always, an economical way to 
enhance your education. Come spend time with 
friends from around the state, meet some new 
gardeners, and just have a fun weekend. This year it on 
the beautiful Oregon State University campus.  

More details are on the way. The OMGA website, our 
Chapter newsletters and your OMGA reps will be 
putting out additional information as we get nearer to 
the May 15th deadline. Our plans are to open 
registration as soon as we get the final “all clear” to 
move forward with Mini-College 2020 “GPS.” 

We’re looking forward to seeing you in Corvallis. 

(Continued from page 2) 

CGMGA & OMGA 

The WA State Noxious Weed Board, WSU’s 
Integrated Weed Control Project, and WSDA 
have worked together to produce a new 
brochure on the noxious weed tree-of-heaven 
and spotted lanternfly, an invasive insect that 
uses tree-of-heaven as a preferred host plant.  
Spotted lanternfly has not yet been found in 
Washington, but if it were able to establish, it 
could cause devastating impacts to agriculture in 
Washington. So far this insect, introduced from 
Asia, has just been found in a few northeastern 
states. 

Attached is a PDF of this four-panel brochure 
that is now available on our publication survey 
request form: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZ688S2 request 
copies today! 

Wendy DesCamp 

Education Specialist 

WA State Noxious Weed Control Board 

www.nwcb.wa.gov  

New Brochure! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZ688S2
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZ688S2
http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/
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Educational Tidbits 

Got Mulch? 

Now is a great time to check on your trees and be sure 
they are ready for another hot summer in the Gorge. 
While there are many resources online to help homeown-
ers take good care of their trees, one of the best resources 
is mulch. Your mulch ring should look like a donut, with 
a hole in the middle so that the mulch is NOT piled 
against the tree’s trunk. Pictured to the right is a model 
mulch ring on a young tree. 

Young and old trees can benefit from mulch. For more 

information please visit: www.treesaregood.org/

treeowner 

Bulk mulch can be purchased locally in OR and WA. 

When possible buy in bulk, and not plastic bags of mulch 

shipped from across the country. 

If you have questions about your trees call a local consult-

ing, certified arborist. 

Seed to Supper is a free series of five classes where partici-
pants will learn the process of turning seeds into supper. 
Topics that will be covered include; ways to build healthy 
soil, how to make a plan for the growing space, planting 
and caring for your garden and harvesting vegetables in or-
der to prepare healthy and economical meals. Participants 
will receive a free gardening book to accompany Seed to 
Supper classes. Classes have been postponed until Fall and 
dates TBA, though we are currently taking sign-ups. Clas-
ses are taught by OSU Hood River County Extension Cen-
tral Gorge Master Gardener volunteers. Registration for 
Seed to Supper is required by contacting the OSU Hood 
River County Extension Service at 541-386-3343 or email 
to megan.wickersham@oregonstate.edu 
Seed to Supper is a free program offered by the OSU Hood 
River County Extension Service Central Gorge Master Gar-
deners and is open to all adults who wish to learn how to 
grow a garden. 

Master Gardeners Offer Seed to Supper Classes 

http://www.treesaregood.org/treeowner
http://www.treesaregood.org/treeowner
mailto:megan.wickersham@oregonstate.edu
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Plant Sale Update 

The Plant Sale has been canceled but we are still 
debating what to do with annuals and perennials that 
we've ordered. We will keep everyone updated by 
emails as everything is still such a moving target. 

Your Plant Sale Leaders 

Laurel DeTar and Christie Bradley 

Garden Projects 

Working in our MG Gardens is a good way to relieve 
stress, get some much needed exercise, socialize (at a 
distance) and get volunteer hours. If you feel ill or 
have been in contact with someone who has 
tested positive for the Coronavirus, please stay 
home. 
We feel it is very safe to work in the gardens if you 
adhere to the following recommendations: 
Travel by yourself or with your live in partner 

RSVP to the leader your interest in attending and be 

approved to attend. 

Wear your own gloves. 

Use your own weeding equipment, buckets, rakes, 

etc.  Do not plan to use any community, i.e. 

CGMGA, equipment. 

Maintain social distancing (six feet between persons). 

Do not touch your face at any time during your work. 

Cover your mouth with your arm etc. (not your 

hands) if you happen to sneeze, i.e. from allergies. 

Garden Project Leaders and contact 
information: 

Parkdale Garden – Bill Sturman, 
wmasturman@gmail.com 

Learning Garden – Joanne Willis, 
joanne.cgmga@gmail.com 

Fish Food Bank Garden – Kathy McGregor, 
doc_kathy@charter.net 

Waterwise Garden (Library) – Beth Flake, 
elfio@yahoo.com 

As we all know, the guidelines restricting social 
interaction due to the outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus have been rapidly changing.  Our newest 
guidance from the OSU Extension Office prohibits 
MG volunteers from gathering on extension grounds 
for non-essential activity, which in our case, includes 
the Learning Garden. With that, I’m sad to announce 
that we are postponing our work parties until the 
current restrictions are lifted and we get the go-ahead 
from the extension office.  I will keep abreast of the 
guidance that flows down and inform you of any 
changes.  Thanks to all that have helped get the garden 
into shape and I look forward to working with you in 
the future.  In the meantime, stay well! 

 
In keeping with OSU COVID-19 safety guidelines, 
eight Central Gorge Master Gardeners gathered for a 
work party in the Learning Garden on a spectacularly 
beautiful last day of winter, 3/19/2020. Social 
distances were observed, personal tools were kept to 
ourselves and much needed visiting and laughter 
occurred. This group of Master Gardeners included 
Garden Leader, Joanne Willis with Sandi Rousseau. 
Other Master Gardeners earning volunteer hours were 
Norma Benson, Margo Dameier, Laurel DeTar, Tertia 
King, Ellen Penswick and Barbara Spezia. Weeding, 

(Continued on page 6) 

Learning Garden 

Work begins around the compost demonstration area with 
Sandi Rousseau, Joanne Willis, Norma Benson and Barbara 
Spezia getting started with their tasks.  

mailto:wmasturman@gmail.com
mailto:joanne.cgmga@gmail.com
mailto:doc_kathy@charter.net
mailto:elfio@yahoo.com
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2021 Garden Tour  

April 2020 News 

compost distribution and starting of new compost 
piles was accomplished. The next Learning Garden 
work party is scheduled for Thursday, March 26 from 
9am - noon when the Native Garden will receive an 
end of winter clean up. If you would like to participate 
in Learning Garden activities, contact Joanne Willis, 
joanne.cgmga@gmail.com 

(Continued from page 5) 

Parkdale Memorial Garden 
Work Parties 
The Parkdale Garden work parties are scheduled for:  

*Friday May 22, 9:00 am 

*Friday August 21, 9:00 am 

Thank you to all of you who signed up to help work on 
the 2021 Garden Tour committee at the March 11 Mas-
ter Gardener Association Meeting/Project Presentation 
class.  For anyone who missed that night and is still in-
terested in helping with the 2021 Garden Tour, and 
earning volunteer hours, please let me know. 

I’m hopeful that by late June/early July we will be able 
to congregate again and go visit potential gardens for 
our 2021 Garden Tour. Meanwhile, with lots of people 
planting “2020 Victory Gardens” and maybe having a bit 
more time than usual in their gardens, please help col-
lect a list of potential gardens to visit later this summer, 
as candidate gardens for the 2021 Tour. 

WE NEED GARDENS for the tour and are looking to 
preview a dozen, or so, gardens this summer to select 
for the 2021 Garden Tour. Gardens can be located AN-
YWHERE in the Central Gorge MG area, so from the 
east end at Lyle to the west end at Stevenson and Park-
dale on the south to Husum (Trout Lake?) on the north.   

Interested, but have questions: please email me at karen-

blackjenkins@gmail.com or let’s talk 912-210-6603 

Thank you! Karen 

PHOTO from Portland Drive garden in 2019 

Barbara Spezia weeds the lasagna demonstration bed 

while Norma Benson fills compost bins.  

Ellen Penswick weeds the bioswale border.  

Volunteer Opportunities 

mailto:joanne.cgmga@gmail.com
mailto:karenblackjenkins@gmail.com
mailto:karenblackjenkins@gmail.com
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June 17, Insect Apacalupse:  
Real or Hype?, Gail Langellotto, 
OSU  Master Gardener State 
Coordinator 

July 1, Pollinators, Andony 
Melathopolous, OSU Professor, 
Pollinator Health Extension 

July 15, Pesticide Safety, Brooke 
Edmunds, Community Horticulture, 
Master Gardeners Linn and Benton 
Counties 

Upcoming Events 

Due to the COVID0-19 pandemic, Gardening to Save the World, the Central Gorge Master 
Gardener summer gardening series, will be held virtually. Information on how to participate will 
come after details are finalized. Each seminar will take place from 6-7pm. Mark your calendars 
for these exciting seminars! Master Gardeners will receive an hour of education credit for each 
seminar viewed.  

Gardening to Save the World 

May 6, Gardening for Birds, Dana 
Sanches, Associate Professor, 
Extension Wildlife Specialist 

May 20, Organic Vegetable 
Gardening, Erica Chemoh, OSU 
Extension Lane County 
Commercial and Community 
Horticulture Specialist 

June 3, Drought Tolerant Plants, 
Linda McMahan, Retired OSU 
Extension Horticulturist 
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GARDENING RESOURCES 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit articles 
or calendar items by the third Friday of the month.  Send newsletter infor-
mation to Shari Bosler at sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Save the Date 
Join us in the Japanese Heritage Garden for a 
pruning demonstration by Sadafumi Ychiyama 
on Saturday, August 1st from 10am to noon. 

 Hood River County Master Gardeners 

 blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/ 

 Growing Your Own 

 OSU Publications 

 Monthly Gardening Calendars 

 PNW Handbooks 

 HortSense 

 UC IPM 

 OSU Gardening 

 WSU Gardening 

 Weed Identification 

 Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed 
Management Area 

 GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive 
Plants  

 Where to Pickup a free copy of Gar-
denSmart 

Click here to download 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/hoodriver/master-gardeners
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/cgmga/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/gardening-calendar
http://pnwhandbooks.org/
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/weeds_all.html
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/197473
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf

