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CGMGA & OMGA
From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .
Two important events/classes are
scheduled for March and I would like to
call your attention to them

On Wed, 3/4 Megan & Sandi Rousseau
will be discussing plant clinics. This
class is vital to all of us, not just new
Master Gardeners and compulsory since
there are changes in plant clinic we
need to know. Last year we formed a
Master Gardener Plant Clinic Committee (Anne Saxby, Beth Flake, Tina Fife
and Leanne Hogie). Many of their recommendation have been incorporated
into the functioning of the plant clinics.
On Wed, 3/11 we will be having our
first Association Meeting and have included many suggestions from our surveys last year. See this newsletter for
more information on this fun and informative evening.
In March we have invited the Community to three classes, 3/7 Vertebrate
Pest Management 9-12 & Vegetable
Gardening 1-4, 3/14 Growing Berries
1-4 and 3/25 Herbaceous Ornamental
Plants 6-9 PM. Let your friends &
Neighbors know. It’s a bargain at $10
per class.
Sandy Montag

Month at a Glance
Mar 10: Tuesday 10-12pm: CGMGA Exec
Comm Mtg, Ext Meeting Room. Everyone is welcome.
Mar 11: Wednesday 6pm: CGMGA Association
meeting at HRVCC
Mar 11, 15, 18, 25: Wednesdays 3-5pm: Plant
sale/greenhouse seed planting at the CGMGA
greenhouse
Mar 28: Saturday 11-2pm: Transplant purchased annuals at the
CGMGA greenhouse
Apr 1: Wednesday 3-5pm: Transplant peppers and eggplants at
the CGMGA greenhouse
Apr 8: Wednesday 3-5pm: Transplant tomatoes at the CGMGA
greenhouse
Apr 15: Wednesday 3-5pm: Plant sale seed planting at the CGMGA greenhouse
May 8: Friday: set up for plant sale at CGMGA greenhouse
May 9: Saturday 9-1pm: Plant Sale

Check our website for more
calendar information:
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/
hoodriver/current-master-gardeners
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CGMGA & OMGA

Educational Tidbits

CGMGA Association Meeting
Our first Association Meeting is scheduled for 3/11 at 6:00 PM at the
HRV Christian Church. We have planned a fun event with pizza, salads
and desserts provided by the Executive Committee. All you need to
bring are plates, utensils and non- alcoholic beverages. Coffee and Tea
will be available.

Mini-College 2020
July 24th – 25th at OSU
OSU CH2M Hill Alumni Center
725 SW 26th St., Corvallis, OR

Keynote Speaker

Robert Michael Pyle
Celebrated Author and Founder

Classes, Workshops & Tours:
Advanced classes
Interactive Plant and Insect
workshops

Fun Activities on-site:
Silent Auction
Book Store
‘Out to the Ball Game’ Social
Awards Banquet
Send-A-Friend Raffle

Watch for information and
‘One Stop Registration’
Visit: OMGA.org
In collaboration with:

Our own Francis Fischer will present a talk about native bees. Frances
moved to Hood River in 2018 from Bozeman, MT and works for
Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land Trust. She earned her bachelor’s
degree in Ecology and Entomology with a focus on native bees at Montana State University. Since 2018, Frances has been the organizer of the
Gorge chapter of the Oregon Bee Atlas, a citizen science program
through OSU that takes volunteers out to collect native bees in natural
spaces in order to create a state-wide bee atlas.
Project leaders will be presenting their projects for 2020 so come learn
about new projects and changes to old projects. Sign-ups for these various projects will take place at the Association Meeting so it’s important
for all new and returning Master Gardeners to attend.
We will end the meeting with door prizes. See you there.

CGMGA to offer Community Classes
Please invite your friends and
family who are interested in
learning more about gardening
to any or all of the six classes
that comprise the Central Gorge
Master Gardener Community
Classes. These classes are part of
the 2020 Oregon State University Extension Service Central
Gorge Master Gardener training
program. All classes are held at
the Hood River Valley Christian
Church, 975 Indian Creek Road
in Hood River. All of your
friends and family who would
like to participate in a class can
just show up and pay the $10
drop in fee. Cash and checks
only please. Coffee, tea and conversation with other gardeners
will be flowing before the class
and at break.

Vertebrate Pest Management
presented by Oregon State University Associate Professor, Chip Bubl on
Saturday, March 7, 9 am-12 pm

Vegetable Gardening presented by
Oregon State University Associate Professor, Chip Bubl on Saturday, March 7,
1-4 pm
(Continued on page 3)
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Educational Tidbits
(Continued from page 2)

Growing Berries presented by Oregon
State University Professor and Berry Crops
Research Leader, Bernadine Strik on Saturday, March 14, 1-4 pm

Herbaceous Ornamental Plants presented
by Online Oregon State University Master Gardener Program Coordinator, Signe Danler on
Wednesday, March 25, 6-9 pm

Please invite your friends and family to attend this/these upcoming Community Class(es).
All interested individuals can just show up at the Hood River Valley Christian Church, 975 Indian Creek Road
in Hood River and pay the $10 class fee. Cash and checks only please. Coffee, tea and conversation with other
gardeners will be flowing before the class and at break.

Pollinator Workshop
You’ve likely seen pollinators and beneficial insects in the headlines- from declining populations
to loss of habitat to colony collapse, the news has
not been good. However, the
good news is there is a lot we
can do to protect these hardworking insects! Small farmers, commercial fruit growers, and gardeners alike are
invited to attend a free workshop highlighting practices
that promote the conservation and management of pollinators and beneficial insects on your farm or home garden. Come
learn how to implement habitat improvements,
flowering meadows, hedge rows, cover crops, and
pest control projects on your land. You will hear
from experts from the Xerces Society, Oregon

State University, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, and the Hood River Soil and Water Conservation District. You will also learn about funding opportunities through
the Natural Resources Conservation Service to get
these projects on the
ground. The workshop will
be held 9-12 AM, Tuesday
March 3rd at Hood River
County Library. Call the
Hood River SWCD with any
questions or accommodations needed at 541-386
-4588. There may be up to 2 pesticide credits
available for attendees.
Kris Schaedel
Hood River Soil & Water Conservation District
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Volunteer Opportunities

Plant Clinics in March
Date
March 7
March 21

Time
2:00-5:00pm
9:00am-12:00

Location
Grange Seed Swap, Hood River
Tree Fest White Salmon

Contact
Christie
Karen J, Tova (UCD)

2020 CGMGA Plant Sale
The 2020 CGMGA Spring Plant Sale is scheduled for Saturday, May 9. All vegetables and herbs sold are grown
from seed and you’re invited to help plant them (& learn
about seed propagation) at the OSU Extension Greenhouse on the following dates:
*Wed (3/11) 3pm-5pm Hot peppers, parsley
*Wed (3/18) 3pm-5pm Sweet peppers, eggplant

*Wed (3/25) 3-5pm Tomatoes, basil
*Sat (3/28) 11am-2pm Transplant purchased annuals
*Wed (4/1) 3-5pm Transplant peppers and eggplant
*Wed (4/8)- Transplant tomatoes
*Wed (4/15)- Plant squash, cucumbers and other quick
to sprout plants to fill greenhouse
We are also seeking at least 7 volunteers to sign up for a
specific day of the week to visit the Greenhouse (before
11am) to care for the tender seedlings. Training will be
provided and a “phone-a-coach” will help guide you each
visit. Please contact Christie Bradley, hrcbradley@gmail.com, or Laurel Detar, detar@gorge.net, if
you’re interested.

FISH Food Bank Garden
The FISH Food Bank Garden is in need
of items to assist with growing of nutritious vegetables for FISH Food Bank
clients this summer. Located behind
the Spirit of Grace Church and FISH
Food Bank at 1130 Tucker Road in
Hood River, this garden is a combined
project between the Oregon State
University Extension Central Gorge

Master Gardeners, Spirit of Grace
Church and FISH Food Bank.
For the past eight years, this garden
has annually grown one ton of fresh
vegetables for distribution to FISH
Food Bank clients. Through this effort,
individuals and families in our commu(Continued on page 5)
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Volunteer Opportunities
Your donations can be dropped off at
the FISH Food Bank Garden, Monday
nity who face food insecurity are re- through Friday, 8am – 3pm. Please
ceiving locally grown produce in sea- contact Tessa at fishgarson.
denvc@gmail.com or leave her a message at 541-386-3993 with a day and
The following new or used items are time that you would be arriving so
needed to aid in spring planting:
that someone can be there to greet
•
75-100, 10 foot long, thumb you. Small items can be left at anysized bamboo stakes that will be used time in the donations box in front of
to identify what crops are planted and the FISH Food Bank. Donated items
where.
are requested to be delivered by or
•
25-50 Cedar shakes and shin- soon after April 1.
gles, 18 or 24” in length will be used
to protect young plants from the re- OSU Extension Central Gorge Master
lentless west wind that the garden
Gardeners, Spirit of Grace Church
receives.
and FISH Food Bank thank you for
•
Bed sheets in any size. These contributing any of these items to help
will be cut up and woven between
the FISH Food Bank Garden to prosteel posts to create a wind barrier for duce another ton of fresh vegetables
the garden.
to feed our community members who
are in need of food.
(Continued from page 4)

FISH Garden is in Need
of Skilled Volunteers
The Elks Club has funded $1500 to
build an educational kiosk for the
FISH garden visitors and
volunteers. We are in need of skilled
volunteers to assist with the construction of the kiosk this
spring. Plans for the construction already exist and there are a few volunteers committed to
helping.
Contact Kathy McGregor
( doc_kathy@charter.net ) and Tessa
Yoo( fishgardenvc@gmail.com )
to express an interest in volunteering
or view the construction plans.

Parkdale Memorial
Garden Work Parties
The Parkdale Garden work parties
are scheduled for:
*Friday March 20, 9:00 am
*Friday May 22, 9:00 am
*Friday August 21, 9:00 am
For more information,
please contact Bill Sturman,
Parkdale Garden project leader.
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Volunteer Opportunities

Garden Tour 2021
Interested in seeing beautiful gardens, and amazing
plants like this tree peony, in our Gorge community?
And earning volunteer hours….then join the Garden Tour 2021 committee THIS YEAR and help us
plan for another fabulous Central Gorge Master Gardener Garden Tour in 2021. This project takes 15+
months to prepare and
plan for and we’ll be kicking off the 2021 Garden
Tour with a first meeting
this spring and garden
visits in June/July 2020.
Some of the committee
jobs include: outreach to
garden owners, education
content, marketing, PR
and ticket sales. If you are
interested in working on
the Garden Tour 2021
committee please email
me at karenblackjenkins@gmail.com and include: (1) your best contact
phone number, (2) best time for you to meet with the
committee, i.e. evenings, during the day, weekends
only, etc., and (3) what you’d like to contribute to
the Garden Tour project. Pencil in Tuesday, April 7th
in the evening for our first meeting, location and time
TBD.

Maybe this isn’t the MG volunteer project you want
to help with, but your neighbor or friend has a fabulous garden they are just dying to share with the
world? WE NEED GARDENS for the tour and are
looking to preview a dozen, or so, gardens early this
summer to select for the 2021 Garden Tour. Gardens
can be located ANYWHERE in the Central
Gorge MG area, so from
the east end at Lyle to
the west end at Stevenson and Parkdale on the
south to Husum (Trout
Lake?) on the north.
Interested, but have
questions: please email
me at karenblackjenkins@gmail.com or let’s
talk during a break at
one of the upcoming
classes. Also, there will be more info about the Garden Tour at the March 11 Association Meeting program. Thank you!
Karen

U PCOMING E VENTS

Rockford Grange Seed Swap
"Rockford Grangers are gearing up
for the seventh annual Seed Share on
March 7th, 2-5pm, and plan to offer a
big selection of vegetable, flower and
herb seeds once again (all free) with a
special focus on locally adapted varieties. That's where you come in! Do
you have seeds saved from last
year? Or leftover bought seeds you
would be willing to share? Perhaps
you know other growers with extra
seeds? Or maybe you are making a

seed order on line or from a catalogue
and are in a position to buy some extras to share? However you can help
with our Seed Roundup will be much
appreciated. Just bring your seeds on
the day, labeled with variety, when
gathered, where grown and any other
growing info. We will also have extra
packets/labels available as usual. Of
course we hope you'll come whether
or not you have seeds to share. This
year we are asking for a $5 suggested

donation at the door, which will be
waived if you have seeds to contribute. (No one turned away for lack of
funds of course.)
Thank you for helping build local resilience, and we look forward to seeing you on the day!"
Aera
541 806 2344
(VP at Rockford Grange #501)
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U PCOMING E VENTS

Every year the Soil and Water Conservation
District hosts a native plant sale on the first
weekend in April. We are currently taking preorders so you can be sure to get the species of
your choosing! Our goal is to provide local residents with low cost native trees and shrubs.
Plants cost just $1.75 or 2.75 depending on the
species. These plants provide a wealth of ecological services that we are pleased to help implement throughout the landscape. Native
plants provide food and habitat for pollinators,
birds, and other wildlife. They stabilize soils,
provide shade to streams, and filter pollutants
from entering waterways. Not to mention they
will provide landowners with beautiful blossoms, shade, and privacy! We are offering
some fantastic new plants such as: showy milkweed, redstemed ceanothus, giant sequoia, pacific dogwood, and many others!
If you have any questions about site preparation,
species selection, wildlife use, etc. please call
~we are always happy to talk plants with you!
Here is how to order:
Browse available plants on our website hoodriv-

erswcd.org and find information on individual
species below- be sure to check out the new
species!
Print out the Order Form and fill it out.
1. Mail or drop-off the order form and payment to our office at:
2. 3007 Experiment Station Dr., Hood River,
OR 97031.
3. Pick up your plants on Friday April 3rd 1
-5pm or Saturday April 4th 9-1pm at the
OSU Experiment Station (next door to our office).
4. Get those plants in the ground or potted up
and enjoy the benefits of native plants!
The staff at the SWCD would like to share our
deepest gratitude to all of the Master Gardeners
who assisted with our 2019 native plant sale.
With your help, we flagged and bundled over
5,000 native trees and shrubs so they could get
planted in the ground! We could not do it without you. We appreciate all of you and the work
you are doing!
Kris Schaedel

G ARDENING R ESOURCES




(https://
catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/
em9027.pdf)



Hood River County
Master Gardeners



PNW Handbooks



Weed Identification



HortSense





UC IPM

Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management Area



OSU Gardening



GardenSmart: A Guide
to Non-Invasive Plants



WSU Gardening



Where to Pickup a free
copy of GardenSmart

Growing Your Own
OSU Publications
Monthly Gardening
Calendars

N EWSLETTER S UBMISSIONS
In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit articles or calendar items by the third Friday of the month. Send newsletter information to Shari
Bosler at sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks!

