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Welcome Megan!
Hello Master Gardeners!
For any of you who have not yet heard, I am
your new Program Coordinator for Hood
River County. I will spare you the repeat of
my background, but the short version is that
I am a lifelong gardener as well as a trained
educator and certified Wasco County Master
Gardener. I am looking forward to getting
to know each of you and working with you
to have a successful, productive 2020 season.
As some of you may know, I recently had an
unexpected medical emergency that required ten days of intensive care. In my
complete absence, members of our executive board did an excellent job keeping this
program moving forward. I would like to
publicly thank Eric Bosler and Sandi Rousseau for stepping in to coordinate the delivery of applications and contacting new Master Gardeners. I am honored to work with
this team.

I have attached the 2020 Class Schedule. Hopefully, you already received this in
your application email from Shari. You
also should have received an application,
letter describing changes to the program for
the upcoming year, and Conditions of Volunteer Service form. Please email me at
megan.wickersham@oregonstate.edu if you
need me to resend these forms. Remember
that the due date for new and returning applications is January 10.
Again, thank you for welcoming me into
your Master Gardener team. Please feel free
to reach out with any questions or just to say
hello. If my office door is open, you are
welcome.
May you all have a restful holiday season
with the ones you love.
Megan

Month at a
Glance
Jan 13: Monday 6-7pm:
Mentor meeting at Ext
Meeting Room
Jan 14: Tuesday 1012pm: CGMGA Exec
Comm Mtg, Ext Meeting
Room. Everyone is welcome.
Check our website for
more calendar information: http://
extension.oregonstate.edu/
hoodriver/currentmaster-gardeners

CGMGA & OMGA
From the desk of your CGMGA President . . . .

T ABLE OF C ONTENTS
CGMGA/OMGA

I hope everyone has recovered from wonderful holiday celebrations. We are ushering
in new officers and welcoming a new Program Assistant, Megan Wickersham. This
year also brings many exciting changes in
our organization and classes.

We have a great line-up of classes and terrific speakers. You will also note that the required education hours for returning Master
Gardeners have been reduced to 10 hours.
Of course, we encourage you to attend
more classes and especially those that interest and entice you. The payback volunteer
Thank you, Renee Taylor, for serving as our
hours remain the same.
President last year and for your outstanding
(Continued on page 2)
leadership during a time of change.
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CGMGA & OMGA
(Continued from page 1)

Other notable 2020 changes include:
• Summer Community Series (4
presentations May-July): Gardening to
Save the World; The Impact of Home
Gardens on Global Environmental
Challenge.

“Upcoming Events”
Also watch for the January OMGA
issue of the Gardener’s Pen on Technology and Gardening found on the
OMGA website under the Gardeners’
Pen tab. Our own Renee Taylor will
be the new editor in 2020.

ty on July 24th and 25th. Updates on
Mini-College will follow in January
2020.

Gail Longellotto, our Oregon State
Master Gardener coordinator, spoke
and updated us on the fact that funding
for extension positions is not good.
Master Gardeners may be taking on a
Sandy Montag
• Regularly Scheduled Association
more aggressive role in the future raisMeetings ( 4 per year).
ing funds through grants, donations,
OMGA
Report
• Reorganization of the Mentor Proand fees. There may be a need for
The Oregon Master Gardener Associa- Master Gardeners to become their
gram
nd
• The addition of the Parkdale garden tion retreat was held on December 2 own entrepreneurs.
rd
and 3 at the Hopkins Demonstration
as a CGMGA Project
Thank you,
• Revitalization of the HR County Fair Forest in Clackamas County. During
Barbara Kilkenny
the meeting, plans for Mini-College
CGMGA booth
2020 were discussed. Mini-College
Information on each of these can be
will be held at Oregon State Universifound in the newsletter and in
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Educational Tidbits
Hello weed warriors,
We are very pleased to announce that registration is now open for the 9th
annual Invasive Species and Exotic Pest Workshop!
The Columbia Gorge CWMA will be co-hosting this fantastic event in partnership with USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, the Washington Invasive Species Council, and Washington State University Extension.
This excellent learning opportunity is designed to provide information on invasive species management to land managers, agency staff, the interested public, and just about anyone who gives a hoot about the health of our ecosystems!
What: Columbia Gorge Invasive Species and Exotic Pest Workshop
When: February 27th, 2020
Where: Skamania County Hegewald Center (710 SW Rock Creek Drive,
Stevenson, WA 98648)
Range of the ponderosa pine. Image: USGS

Ponderosa Pine Needles: Techniques for Successful Composting
Written by Steve McConnell, Regional
Extension Specialist, Forestry, WSU Extension, and Tim Kohlhauff, Urban Horticulture Coordinator, WSU-Spokane County
Extension.

With its distinctive irregularly cylindrical crown and reddish brown bark,
ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) is an
iconic tree of forests in the western
United States. There is much to like
about ponderosa pine—it is drought
resistant, fire-resistant, provides great
habitat for wildlife, makes great lumber, and is an attractive tree to have in
the landscape anywhere a large tree
fits.
Read the rest of the article at:
https://wnps.org/index.php?
option=com_easyblog&view=entry&id=316

Lunch will not be provided. Please bring your own food or plan to eat at one
of Stevenson's local restaurants during the break.
ODA, WSDA, ISA, and OLCB recertification credits will be available
(approval pending).
Registration and event agenda:
2020ISEPWorkshop.eventbrite.com
Questions? Email the CWMA Coordinator directly at columbiagorgecwma@gmail.com.
We hope to see you there! -Cj Flick

Volunteer opportunities
Mentor Organizing Meeting
A mentor meeting has been scheduled for Monday, January 13 at the
Extension from 6-7pm. If you have
volunteered to be a mentor or a
mentor alternate please attend this
meeting. We will assign trainees to
each mentor and put together the
Sustainable Gardening Handbooks
for our new trainees. We are in the
process of developing Mentor Guidelines and want your input. Put January 13th on your calendar.
Sandy Montag

FISH Garden is in Need of
Skilled Volunteers
The Elks Club has funded materials
to build an educational kiosk for the
FISH garden visitors and volunteers.
We are in need of skilled volunteers
to assist with the construction of the
kiosk. Plans for the construction already exist and are available, if you
are interested. Contact Kathy
McGregor
( doc_kathy@charter.net ) and Tessa
Yoo ( fishgardenvc@gmail.com ) to
express an interest in volunteering or
view the construction plans.
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U PCOMING E VENTS

Q UERIES

Annual Holiday Greenery Event
On December 7, 12 of our Master
Gardeners created 50 uniquely different swags and wreaths for donation to the FISH Food Bank and
WGAP (WA Gorge Action Program).Thanks to those who contributed greens and interesting items to
add to our creations, thanks to Pam
Crider and Barbara Kilkenny who
skillfully tied beautiful bows, and
thanks to the creative Master Gardeners who enjoyed our comradery
in our nice warm greenhouse. Hope
to see you next year for our 11th
annual event!
Shari Bosler

As a follow-up to my December query, I have reported
daily precipitation reports to cocorahs.org since
1/24/2013. This began in response to an email sent by
Gail Langellotto encouraging Master Gardeners to participate in this nationwide organization. Please check out
www.cocorahs.org (Community Collaborative Rain, Hail
and Snow Network) for more information. You can explore locations and dates without being a member. It’s
amazing to see how precipitation can vary daily, throughout our region and country. During the winter, it’s always interesting to see the water content of the snow
measured. There are Climate Resources for Master Gardeners and WxTalk Webinars available to view.
Did you hear about the parasitoid wasp that eats SWD
and will likely replace toxic pesticides??
If you have a question to toss out to our CGMGA membership, please send it to sharibosler@hotmail.com.

R ESOURCES
GardenSmart: A Guide to Non-Invasive Plants
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/47570
Here is the link to “Where To Pick Up a Free Copy of GardenSmart Oregon” https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/
article/197473

G ARDENING R ESOURCES

(https://
catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/
em9027.pdf)
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N EWSLETTER S UBMISSIONS
In order to allow time for formatting the CGMGA Newsletter, please submit articles
or calendar items by the third Friday of the month. Send newsletter information to Shari Bosler at sharibosler@hotmail.com. Thanks!

