
Central Gorge Master Gardener™ Association 

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, June 14, 2019 

Next meeting: Tuesday, July 11, 2019, OSU Extension Service Office 

Attendees:  Axtell, Sydney; Bitter, Linda; Bosler, Eric; Bosler, Shari; Bradley, 

Christie; Kilkenny, Barbara; Montag, Sandy; Rousseau, Sandi; Stevens, John; 

Suits, Rachel; Taylor, Renee; Winfield, Bill 

Secretary’s Report (Christie): The May minutes were approved.   

Treasurer’s Report (Nancy): Nancy received a statement from the Gorge 

Community Foundation and made the adjustments to the finance reports - 

there was $3200 to the expendable portion. A motion was raised to withdraw 

all of the expendable funds in both foundation accounts so they do not revert 

back to principle. This was amended to do this in the future, as well. This 

motion passed.  

Nancy has not received any information from the OSU Foundation. We have 

about $5K in that which is available. Nancy will confirm the usable amount 

and withdraw that to the checking account, as well. 

OMGA has scheduled some treasurer’s workshops. The treasurer for Central 

Oregon Master Gardeners offered to have an additional workshop for 

associations that are on the east side of the state. This will be held Monday, 

Aug 26 in Redmond. Nancy will add a note in newsletter to see if anyone wants 

to participate with her there.  

Two other workshops are still scheduled, one in Linn County and one in 

Tillamook. 

Nancy will not be attending the July Executive Committee meeting, so financial 

reports will not be available. 

OSU/Extension Report (Rachel): The plant clinics have been busy. Sandi 

asked about Sling notifications and whether they can be changed. Individuals 

can go into their own accounts and set the kinds of notifications they want (for 

example, week in advance, etc). Rachel will put a note about this in the mid-

month and monthly newsletters.  

June and July classes are coming up. The one on vegetable gardening is in 

June. In July, Yamhill Master Gardeners will lead a class. We are looking for 

options in for housing them for the evening. There is some money in the budget 

that could cover this, but Rachel wants to know if anyone is interested in 

hosting them.  Sandi and Renee might be interested (for the night of July 24). 



There was a county budget meeting on May 23 and the county commissioners 

are still deciding what is next. The next commissioner vote is June 17 and the 

extension staff will be meeting on the 19th to discuss the results. In the 

meantime, the extension office is working on contingency planning. 

There was a discussion following this information to discuss CGMGA options 

and concerns. If extension goes away in Hood River County, CGMGA will not 

necessarily cease to exist. But we may not be able to be associated with the 

state unless we can come up with some kind of agreement. 

The bottom line is that the county needs to figure out how to get a more secure 

funding for extension, as well as to continue to improve in marketing, so the 

public becomes more aware of the services provided. And as an association, we 

can look for ways we can help facilitate this process. There was a thank you to 

Sandy for coordinating all of the letters to the editor.  

OMGA Report (Barbara): Barbara attended an OMGA leadership meeting on 

fire resistant plants for home landscapes. It covered topics such as creating 

fuel breaks, good landscaping practices, gravel roads, cleaning gutters, and 

other methods for helping direct fire away from homes. Extension provides a 

document, Fire-Resistant Plants for Home Landscapes, PNW590.  

At the Saturday OMGA meeting, they discussed the treasurer’s workshops. The 

purpose of the workshops is to help the treasurers become better acquainted 

and to help them align on software and bookkeeping systems. They also 

suggested using Square® for plant sales, which we already did at ours.   

Grant money was given to 6 counties from the Karl Carlson Memorial Fund 

and a few chapters were given extension education grants. 

Central Oregon Master Gardeners are working on a project to automate plant 

clinic forms.  

A member survey was conducted on Mini College and a majority of people think 

Mini College should be continued. OMGA is asking people if they are willing to 

help with it, because it takes a lot of work. They want to put together a 

committee and distribute the work between more people, as well as to establish 

good continuity.  

Bylaw Changes (Sandy & Nancy): Sandy noted that the proposed bylaw change 

for adding an ex-president, in particular, the verbiage, is still being discussed. 

The final version was approved and Renee will send out the final version. 

Nancy discussed the proposed schedule change for financial audits. OMGA 

only mandates financial audits to be done once a year. There was a motion that 

CGMGA change to the once a year audit. Upon the request of the Executive 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/pnw590


Committee, we could have an additional audit if necessary. This motion was 

approved. 

Project Updates 

Japanese Heritage Garden (Sandi): There was very good feedback about the 

10 year ceremony of the Japanese Heritage Garden. CGMGA made a donation 

to the Odell Garden Club for flowers, and to the White Salmon/Bingen 

Community Partners for the borrowed tents. The event was recorded if anyone 

would like to see it. 

Library (Renee for Sue & Susan): Sue Sanchez and Susan Stender are stepping 

down as project leaders for the library garden. Beth Flake will be taking this 

over. 

Garden Tour (Renee): Renee got the Square® for the garden tour and a pre-

tour was held Sunday. 

Seed to Supper (Renee): Seed to Supper is over budget about $50. It is now 

complete and a Facebook page was set up at the request of the people who 

attended. 

Graduation (Sandy): Sandy is working on a date for graduation, which will be 

held at the senior center. She will try to reserve the banquet room and kitchen 

for Thursday, November 7. 

Summer Association Meeting (Renee): The summer association meeting and 

picnic may be held at Dennis’ home this year. Another alternative is a place in 

Carson. Renee will check with Dennis first to see if a date works for him – 

August 8 is a possible target date. It will be a pot luck. 

Greenhouse Sign (Sandi): The greenhouse sign is being powder coated. As 

soon as it comes back, there will be a dedication ceremony. Since we have a 

class on June 26, we may be able to hold it before the class.  

Parkdale Garden Club (Nancy): On June 30, from 1 to 3:30, the Parkdale 

Garden Club is having an ice cream social. 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:05. 

Meeting minutes taken by Christie Bradley  


