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Come visit us! 
 

Tourism and Business Development College of Business, 
Oregon State University Extension - Oregon Sea Grant at 

http://tourism.oregonstate.edu/ 

 

Guide and Outfitter Recognized Professional Program 
https://www.GORPguide.org 

 

For more information about the GORP training program see: 

https://www.gorpguide.org/become-a-gorp-certified-guide  

The following short article is from the Oregon Coast 101 Species collection used 

by the Guide and Outfitter Recognized Professional (GORP) training program. 

These articles are intended to provide interesting facts you can share with your 

clientele and add value to your services.  

An Interpretive Fact Sheet has been written about each species. We are currently 

uploading these blogs and creating the links.  
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The Sitka spruce is a remarkable tree found on Oregon’s
coastline. Named for the Sitka Sound in Alaska, this tree
typically grows in a narrow strip of the coast from southern
Alaska to northern California. It is able to grow in this
environment because its needles and bark are resistant to
salt spray.

Sitka spruce wood has many unique qualities that allow it
to be used in a variety of different ways. Because the wood
is very strong for its weight it is frequently used in aircraft
frames, racing shells and ladders. The wood is also an
excellent conductor of sound and is used in pianos, organs,
guitars and violins.

Next time you listen to music or take a flight think about
the Spruce tree and take the opportunity to walk among
these wonderful trees next time you visit Coastal Oregon.

The Giant Spruce of Cape Perpetua was recently designated an Oregon Heritage
Tree. According to Oregon Coast Magazine, this tree is easily accessed by hiking 1 mile
along the Spruce Trail from the Cape Perpetua Visitor Center, which is just off Highway
101, 3 miles south of Yachats.
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