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Oregon Pasture Seed Production




Oregon is a special place for seed production

w Climate- Dry summers and
mild and wet winters

w Great variety of soils over
short distances

w High seed quality
w High dependable yields

Annual ryegrass seed field in Oregon State
autumn (TG Chastain photo) UNIVERSITY
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w Grass and legume seed crops were » -
originally produced as a hyroduct of
forage production.

w By the 1930s, farmers began planting il
grasses and legumes solely for seed
production.

w The Oregon seed industry developed
because of the favorable climate and
the evolution of specialized
management practices.

w This evolution resulted from
cooperative efforts of seed growers,
iIndustry suppliers, Oregon State
University and the USDA.
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Willamette Valley tall fescue seed field 1949 (top W Gifford photo, OSU Archives), clover
harvest 1930s (bottom)



Oregon Seed Crops

w Grass seed cropsll major species
ranging from ryegrasses to N S
bentgrasses T 2

w Forage legume seed cropg species "'
are produced including red clover,
white clover, and crimson clover. 1

w Sugar beet seed cropsOregon is the | g. T
sole producer of the US sugar beet “' i, T8 L
seed stocks. '

w Vegetable seed cropsincludes
Brassicapp., onions, carrots, sweet
corn, radish, cucurbits, arathers.

w Cereals, oil seed, and grain legumes zh
small acreages of seed production.

w Flower and native plant seed crops e

Oregon Sunshine Eriophyllum lanatum) seed field

small but growing in importance. (TG Chastain photo)




Oregon Seed Production Acreage

W Grass
B Forage Legume

[0 Sugarbeet

M Vegetable and Flower

Crimson clover and perennial ryegrass (TG Chastain photos)



Climate and Seed Production
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Climate and Seed Production

Developmental stages of grass seed crops in relation to GDD from Septeirbdedregon
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Soils and Seed Production R

Wlllamette VaIIey Satellite Crop Image

Flood plains z 29% of the area R N,
A Many crop choices, widespread irrigation. A ‘PO%“C’
A Highproductivity soilswith good drainage s -

vegetable sugarbeet grass, legume seed
crops and many more. >
Alluvial terraces 7 42% of the area o

A Few crop choices, limited irrigation.

A High productivity soilg wheat, perennial
ryegrass, tall fescue and legume seed crops

A Low productivity soilsannual ryegrass QOfvé
without drainage. ’

Hill soils 7z 29% of the area

A Fewest crop choices, very little irrigation.

A Grass seed crops on low to intermediate

productivitysoils with moderate to high FoF et el
erosion hazards. e W
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